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Oe oes FUEL POVERTY 
If you stop eating 


meat today you'll save WE FREEZE AND CAN’T 
HEAT OUR HOMES 


WHILE THE SIX PRIVATE GAS AND 
ELECTRICITY COMPANIES MADE 


£7 BILLION 


TMAY * COMBINED PROFITS 
Dae 8S en £750 Fish LAST YEAR ALONE 
VKUNCUT ACTION 


ate tax dodgers and 


Sect Se ar a PUBLIC MEETING 
STRE : TY j aerate : IN Barong gt MU ON ‘la are beautiful, sentient creatures 
MO eran ! eh and yet tens of thousands are casualties of the 
Bring fun ieee me TEEs THURSDAY NOV 19th 1.30 - 2.30 UK greyhound racing industry every year. 
And you thought you 
couldn't make a 
difference? 


(EVENING) 


THURSDAY NOV 19th 6.30 — 7.30 


DISABLED ACCESS » ALL WELCOME 


he radical notion that no one deserves to be raped 


‘ a 
-——— ABBSAT4JUNE/1PM/GEORGESOJRS = 7 PUBLIC MEETING 
glola Barun g slutwalle— because we've had enough of sexual violence, victim blaming Bee -30PM : THU JUNE 23 


: 
and rape culture. We've had enough of politicians and senior police Ge Adelaides, 209 Bath St 
officers trying lay the blame for sexual violence on its victims. We've had 
enough of a culture that tells women ‘don't get raped’ — instead of telling 
men, ‘don't rape’. Slutwalk will gather in George Square from lpm. and 
take a route through the city centre to Glasgow Green. Join us! 
tinyurl.com/ slutwalkglasgow 


Animal farming? ian 
fee | = Glasgow STANCE 


Featuring: 


Local Artwork & Photography from Hait! 
Silent Auctions Artwork (or fale ° 
Informative Documentary Film Nights 
Complimentary Literature 


Hosted hy Offshore Gallery 


tary. John 
‘Defamation Campaign, University 


Defend Bryan 
410 speak 

« supported by PCS trade union, Detend Glasgow Services, 

UNITE United Left Scotland ani Right to Work 


pes.orpuk « facebook com/delendglasgeunersices « righthowert.org.uh 


Making Social Change 
Sustainable 


sted in social change and 


nvironmental jus 


ractical popular education methods of Augusto Boal 


gth April 2011 


9:30 am-4 pm 
Pearce Institute, Govan Road, 
Govan, Glasgow, G51 3UU 


avel receipts refunded 
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more info and bookings contact: 
franksterra@gmail.com 


Creating spaces for common ground in campaigns 


increasing grassroots participation and cor 
inable and enjoyable 


mmunicaiton 


Making activism more sustal 


ad solidarity to grassroots struggles for 
to build a culture of 
iences of injustice. 


9 WE STAND provides training, support st 
ae : ustice, We engage with popular educat 


v connecting different local experi 


LONDON ANARCHIST 
BOOKFAIR 2011 


Saturday 22nd October - 10am to 7pm 


Queen Mary, 
University of London, 
Mile End Road, 


x London E1 4NS 


Books, Pamphlets, Magazines, 
Meetings, Films, Discussions, 
G Creche & Older Kids Space, 
Food, and so much more... 
www.anarchistbookfair.org.uk 
mail@anarchistbookfair.org.uk 


SAVE THE ACCORD 
EAST CARERS 
COMMONWEALTH SHAME 


RALLY 
4™ JULY @ 3:00 PM 
PARKHEAD FORGE 
(Duke Street Entrance) 


THE ACCORD LEARNING DISABILITY DAY CENTRE MADE INTO A 
BUS PARK — NO ADEQUATE REPLACEMENT GIVEN 


THE JACONELLI FAMILY STILL HOMELESS — STILL NOT RECEIVED 
COMPENSATION 


SHOP OWNERS EVICTED - MARIO, JOHN, SULTAN, SHAHID AND 
CAROL - NO COMPENSATION 


DOCTORS NEXT? 
COMMUNITY NEXT? 
WHO WILL BE NEXT? 
STRIKE BACK NOWI! 


GLASGOW CITY COUNCIL WANT WORKING CLASS EAST END 
FAMILIES OUT - THE MOST POPULATED AREA OF GLASGOW 
WITH INADEQUATE SERVICE PROVISION 


BACK THE EAST END OF GLASGOW NOW ~ LET YOUR VOIC! 
HEARD AT THE ABOVE RALLY ON 4™ JULY — 3:00 PM 


A Robin Hood Tax could raise billions to 


- Fight poverty worldwide. Building sch 
and hospitals, training teachers, providing 
medicines ~ and changing lives 


Tackle climate change. Helping poor 
communities adapt, through simple 

ns like raising homes above flood 
te 


Support UK services. Tackling child 
poverty, building affordable 
housing and much, much more. 


Choose a Robin 
Hood Tax and turn 
a global crisis into 
an opportunity for 
the world. 
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RESIST THE CN 
EVICTIONS AT DALE FARM! 


MAYDAY! MAY! 
U 


DAY! MAYD 
Pe, 5 


tl ae ar SAVE OTAGO LANE [Zz NOON 


UPDATE February 2011: The campaign against the building development 
that could destroy one of the most unique parts of Glasgow has taken a new tum, 
wat Gevelopers have withdrawn the original application for over 160 fats and 
ree cted another for 43 dwellings. However, the plan is almost exactly the samo 
sartnd impact on the community and the environment, the wildlife corridor 
ln oi be eclipsed, businesses on the lane would be forced to close. 49 (sub 
won olo) dwellings means the developer can squeeze the development through 
the backdoor without community consultation. 

Wie need your help to stop this, and the period ef response is now, Thank you. 


DEADLINE 7" MARCH FOR RESPONSES 


: me Ss) = WW 
M AY Checklist for Emails/Letters. Be sure you... 
Include the REFERENCE yy 95179¢, Ste at Otago Lane Glasgow 
. — | DC, Site at Otago Lane Giasg Take Action, 


Include your FULL NAME | Requred for bth lttrs and emails Against violenee 
lence towards 


Day will assemble in George Square from | lam, marching at 
11.30am to a rally in the Old Fruitmarket, Merchant City. and mailing ADDRESS | Se 
UK UNCUT ACTION ut me correct DATE on | The deadline for submission of objections 1s 7% ert 
. your lettefemall Mare 
ns Know WHERE to send it | . | 
Join peaceful direct action against corporate tax dodgers and ale mies u n e 


banks — join the UK Uncut action after the main march, + CC emails to otagola 


meeting Ipm outside the Old Fruitmarket, Candleriggs. «Mail, Development and Regeneration Services 
Develoenl nd Regnsabon Servers P — 
EET PA RTY sy ve saat era ca 
I an half a million teachers and lecturers, 


A May Day street party will then kick off on the pedestrian + Dropboxes: Available in all businesses on eS 
i : Otago Lane and Roots and Fruts and strik : 
precinct of Argyle Street from 2pm. Bring fun and games, . oli i Sci Pl e to defend our pensions, pay 


music, food, fl banners, See you on the streets! , egow, G12 6PB and jobs i 
DON'T PANIC - ORGANISE, RESIST, OCCUPY! (°s) Stag MATERIAL : ire 
www.maydayglasgow.org.uk ~ : : | | 7 : 
. : OCS antic a — 


and Commercial Services Union Log 


White Ribbon Scotland 
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ee & Healing 
Student nurses and midwives Pc  pyrple Primrose Health 


‘Shamanism 


UNISON makes sure you’ re 
respected as a professional 


Ss 
UNIS: 


saturday May 28" 
Transform a bank, sav 


vatisation. Yet eve 
On May 28”, people al 


e the NHS. 


he NHS faces £20bn in cuts and mass Pr on after the bailout, we're 
till subsiding the banks by £100b: II over the country will 


ye transforming banks into hospital 
sick, Read more and 


www.ukuncut.org.uk 


tell the government: leave our NHS alone, 


i's the banks that are find an action near you at 


Emergency Operation 
May 28. Transform the banks. 
NALD DE 


National 


Coalition 
of Anti- 
Deportation 


Campaigns 


Families, individuals 
and communities uniting 
to stop deportations 


www.ncadc.org.uk 
ncadc@ncadc.org.uk 


—— 
national demonstration S tl a UNISON 
Lae enay 72 JULY 12NOON cotiand is ret cos oe 
george square, glasgow = ION VOl 
ioe Organisingto ee 

sto th e Cc ul UNISON, the Uics leading public service , > 
p ts se 


We want to see changes that put people before profit 
and public interest before private greed, 


OO 
|] It's time to change the system that allowed inequalities 
to widen and private greed to run riot, the system that 
= 


Jet bankers and speculators gamble with our economic 
2 stability. It's time to take on those companies who 
: 7 think that it's OK to cut wages and cut comers to 
R ; 5 ‘ maximise their profits. 


at . We need change because our members and the 
univers! - y : . * " i communities they serve risk being left behind, forced 
Protect our 9 . ; : ie : to work longer and harder to make ends meet and look 
He wants to: . o " iy after their families. Now they are worried about losing 
a ‘ i Sf: 7 , their jobs, homes or pensions in the 

Slash Scotland’s only Slavonic Studies course uprisings inthe i n worst global recession since 

Axe Dumfries’ only humanities degree ny 2 | % the Second World War. 

End Glasgow’s unique drugs misuse research a 

Cut funding to adult education 


Together we can stop him. 


Make him listen: » ; the We : : Organising meeting @ STUC buildi 
WEDNESDAY 22 JUNE, 12pm ' $ - 333 Woodlands Road, Glaseow Go aNG 


Join us at 12 noon on Wednesday 22 June in University Gardens, 


already saved or gained reprieves for i leo m pat i WEDNESDAY 17 AUGUST ne 
nursing, modern langu chacology and anthropology. It’s time i unionists Bae 

to finish the job: join the hon the University Court as it make: 1 . a net : dh ry 

its final decision on £3m of course cuts at Glasgow Uni 


www.stopmuscatelli.com 
GLASGOW UNI ANTI-CUTS ACTION NETWORK 


Meeting hosted by Coalition of Re: 
is sistance, a 
48 national campaign to stop the cuts 


coaumioninesisrance [PERSIE cory! 6 
facebook Ona = ee 


esistance.ong.uk 


manchester 
airport en trial 


n ; s NDER 
GET CONNECTED 2 TENDER. GEND 


GLASGOW GREEN 

11.30 MOVE OFF 12 NOON 
TO KELVINGROVE PARK 
RALLY 1.30 TILL 3PM 


Transport, access arrangements and further details www. peoplefirstoctoberfirst.org 


The Middle East and 
North Africa Forum in Scotland 


We are delighted to invite you to the first ever meeting of a new forum 
to discuss and understand events in the Middle East and North Africa. 
To mark the first meeting of the forum we are hosting @ ‘special 
public event which will be @ speech by 
Dr Ibrahim Jaafari 
Chairman of the National Alliance of Iraq and leader of the 
National Reform Movement. He was Prime Minister of Iraq from 2004 until 2005. 
The topic will be: 
The Current situation in Iraq and the Middle East 
We aim to give an opportunity to hear a variety of opinion and commentary 
‘on the Middle East and North Africa and to create a forum to allow better 
understanding as events in this region unfold We don't seek to promote any 
particular position or view point, We have a special interest inthe rights of 


The Palestinian people to an Independent State based on UN resolution 242 


Sunday the 17° of July at the Charles Wilson building, 
Glasgow University Avenue, Glasgow 
‘at 3.30pm for 4.00pm prompt. 


Given the high profile nature of our guest it would be helpful if you would reply 10 INS invitation if 
you a0 atoning and ative befor 4 pn. to ensur everyone is seated Pir {o starting the event 
RSVP isnot essential bul ariving bafore 4pm is @ requirement for anyone atencing 
‘mare willbe timo for questions and you wil be Invited to submit any question 09 OU arrival 
For on behalf ofthe Middle East and North Arica Forum in Scotland 
Paulino McNeill 
RSVP : Azzam Mohamad: abouiafar@hotmail. com or Pauline McNeill@virgin.nes 
Sponsored by the Ah! at Bat Society 25 Woodside Place 
Chair: Pauline McNeill, board members: Azzam Mohammed, Mohammed Fl Shafei, 
Saleh Elzuway Abdel K Boutabeh, Dr Keith Hammond 


gust 2011 


the 


/scotish PSC residential ~Goakend of paltical discussion: 12-14 Au 
“Arab revolutions and European cr’ 
changing context of Palestine solidar' 


- +2011, from Friday 6pm until Sunday 1pm_ 
{2th dnd accommodatio ‘youth hostel (£32) or camping (e8) 


Wereais for whole weekend: £5 min donation 


piscussions wil include: 
‘Arab revolutions, Western 
% Palestine solidarity during. 
F The coming UN vote: Yes, No or Abstain? 
the politics of the Palestinian BOS call 
& Poste with the Zionist ‘anti-Semitism’ card 
& know your Enemy: Zionism today 


reaction 
European crisis 


arab revolutions are transforming attitudes 

Ara ree entire region; Palestinian refugees 

Acros Cacetully marched through sacl 

have pega to get back to the areas they Were 

Guiven fromm by Zionist mila. 

against he Palestine solidarity movement, TORY 

agains ry glianty campaigns while Peneing spt 
ewnply sor workto prevent any effective oY, 

exatorsrpy ernment casi fing the money fo" W2r 
Jgyment to undo chaos caused by banks 


Curopean gover 
have consistently used 
Sums supporting rae 
safdarty moverient ere! 
hile asking nillions to 
ue have no ready-made manual to sect US veut the exhilarating rapids ofthis revolution. 
We Micekend in Glen Prosen will Be sect spportunty to join ina cussion and sNaPe he ideas 
ne weekends provide elective soarty 10 Une Fa1SAITY an people 


4achoaue enclosed 


REGISTER: 


Scottish Palestine Solidarity Campaign 


= campaign@scottishpsc.org.uk ~ 07931200361 


www.scottishpsc.org.uk 


| dont want scabs 
touching my mail! F bs -MANIFES) 
SUPPORT YOUR) oe 
LOCAL POSTIES 
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say it was public spending 
ict and that the 
country faces bankruptcy unless itis cut 
This is a lie. Th direct result 
develop the | of the banking crisis The bail-out co: 
0 billion and the cnsis cost Britain 10 
per cent of its growin Even so Britain 
does not face bankruptcy Britain sti 
has a lower debt that the US, Japan and 
a number of other advanced countries 
The ConDems are using the deficit as an 
excuse to privatise the welfare state and 
and in doing so risking st 


hereby increasing 


that the key issu 
to secure policies thot will rebu 
fare state. The Scottsh Parham 


n tha election is how to defe 


pte ei Tory Coalition 


v. pronde jobs ond 
of this campaig 


deeper recession and 


WHY THE CUTS ARE SO SERIOUS 
The ConDem government is cutting 
The direct grant to the Scottish parliament by ove 
4 years 

Benefits payments to people in Scotland by £18 
Overall this will ake up to 2 per cent growth out of the e Sonar serpy mates ther 
year at a time when renewed recession is likely and the eco the coe 
increasingly vulnerable ‘ 
1 A quarter of all manufacturing jobs have gone since 20 
G Aquarter ofall construction jobs have gone since 2008 
© Afi of those aged 16-24 are without employment. 
Ail this is before the cuts have been imposed. The cuts 
destroy up to 50,000 public sector jobs and as many again inthe prvate 
sector, partulry smal rms, shops and sence providers who rely on efats Bereoan 

As st will depend on the 
wider mass movement. Bu 


cutting evades responsibility. Enforcin 
a pay freeze still takes the money o} 
of the Scottish economy and workers 
The scale of the cuts mu 
ledged, exposed and foi 


s ability to 

ale of the 
vament 

o help build that 
step w 


THE CONDEM GOVERNMENT PLANS TO END THE 
WELFARE STATE 


The previous Conservative government privatised gas of the three devolved administ 
of the three devolved administration 


land, Wales and N 


ty, rail and 
ch people 


pricing Now the Condem govern: be e: 
Profit-hungry companies. using cheap, exploited labour Pariarmend has Ove power 
part of the welfare provision — into schools. colleges and universities, into le erend mon tl ecuis a8 
the national health service and social care. The e' to force Region did agar 

standards and increasingly limit access to services le 1 992 thas 
‘Scotland the process will be less direct but lethal nonetheless 
Scottish Paritoment has legal responsibilty for education 
government, central go 

2014 only basic services 
from the private sector 


though the | together councils, service users an 

1 NHS and local h Convention 
cally that by of “ ‘otland can 
to be bought 


nent funding 1s being 


ll be avaital 


so dia! 


m position developing in 
Wales, England and Northern Ireland 


K an OA" 
Ei Scotland's wealth is created by its people. the 
care workers, scientists, engineers, teachers, 
transport workers whose labour creates value 
But this wealth is controlled by a minute number 
of financial institutions. They use the savings 
of ordinary people to lever up the speculative 
profits of the super rich — the 0 1 per cent of 
the population who alone have the minimum £3 
million to operate through investment banks 


These investment banks buy and sell companies. 
They shift capital to wherever the profit is highest 
Their speculations led to the 2008 crisis. They 
mainly operate from the City of London, with a 
minor offshoot in Edinburgh, and they dominate 
governments - ultimately determining policy both 
in Westminster and Holyrood. They are directly 
responsible for the run down of our productive 
economy. Like the sherks of the Middle East 
they only retreat when faced by organised 
mass opposition This is why Communists set 
a premium on the strength of the trade union 
movement in Scotland and its unity across 
Britain. Trade unions represent the biggest 
democratically organised force in the country 
They have the organisation to give cohesion to all 
the smaller campaigns across local communities 


Promoted by John Foster, election agent for Marc 
Livingstone, Communist Candidate for Glasgow 
Anniesland constituency CPB office, 72 Waterloo 
Street, Glasgow G2 7DA 

Printed by Clydeside Press Ltd, 37 High Street 
Glasgow G1 11X 


ECONOMY: 
_ FOR GROWTH 


Scotland's productive economy is today dangerously vulnerable 
Investment in research and development is the lowest in Europe 
Our big companies are almost all controlled by externally based 
finance companies — who buy and sell them for short-term profit 
Manufactunng jobs are being lost so fast there will be none left 
in fifteen years. The private sector is failing Scotland. Only public 
sector intervention can ensure that Scotland's remaining skills in 
high quality engineering, IT, biosciences, energy, chemicals and 
food production are safeguarded and that we seize the potential 
that exists for developing technologies in renewal energy 


POWERS A SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD HAVE 


* To do its job on behalf 
; of working people, 


Scotland's parliament 
needs greater powers 
Above all it needs the 
power and resources to 


| intervene in the Scottish 


economy At present its 
power is limited by the 
way funds are centrally 


; allocated by the British 
= government And its 


limited tax raising powers 


* (up to 3p in the pound) 


have never been used by 


; any Scottish government 


The new Scotland Bill 

- based on the Caiman 

Commission report - 

1s currently going through Westminster. This would allow the 
Scottish Parliament to raise up to 50 per cent of its income 
through a direct tax in Scotland It would also give powers to 
borrow However, the total borrowing limit, set at £2.2bn, is 
totally insufficient - less than the amount the Tories have cut 
from Scotland's capital budget for the two years 2010-2012. At 
least £10 billion is needed if Scotland is to offer an alternative to 
the wasteful and hated Private Finance Initiative (PFI) or even 


+ to weather the storms of a recession where tax revenues would 


be markedly reduced. Moreover, if the power of big business is 
to be rolled back by a growing mass movement, new powers 

to levy taxes and borrow money would be needed to bring 

back into public ownership energy, transport and the privatised 
utility companies. Such a move would, of course, be vigorously 
challenged by the current UK government. It would also be 
challenged by the EU. Any attempt to subsidise industry or 
services or take them into public ownership would be contrary to 
EU competition law and a series of EU directives which rule that 
privatisation is the only game in town. Only people's power can 
confront such a challenge 


HOUSING, FUEL POVERTY, CONSTRUCTION 


oe 


A quarter of a million households languish on council and housing 
association waiting lists. In the past year, 60,000 have applied 
because they are homeless. The young face the prospect of living 
with their parents or digs into their thirties before they can think of 
buying their first house. 


House-building has slumped to less than half the SNP government's 
long abandoned target of 35,000 new houses a year. 30,000 building 
workers have joined the dole queue since the slump, a figure which 
ignores those in construction-related manufacturing who have also 
been paid off. The same number of jobs is under threat with the 
planned cuts in affordable house building. The SNP claims not to be 
following Westminster's strategy of higher rents and ending security 
of tenure Yet its government wants both existing and new tenan\s 
to compensate for slashed budgets through higher rents, poorer 
services and, for many new tenants, no long-term security. For first 
time buyers too, they mirror Con-Dem policies by being keener to 
shore up house builder profits than deliver genuine affordability. 

We say 

Q Double affordable housing starts to more than 10,000 a year — 
with the Councils in the lead 

Q Promote innovation in construction with a focus on high quality 
and secure jobs 

O End the shame of Scotland's 200,000 damp dwellings as the first 
target of a strategy to improve the quality and energy efficiency of our 
existing houses 

Q Transfer the £1 billion Housing Benefit budget to Scotland and re- 
invest it in new and improved housing at affordable rents. O Couple 
this with rent controls and effective tenants’ rights in the private rent 
sector 

Q Tax property speculators to bring housing-designated land into 
use for more affordable housing 


THE PEOPLE'S CHARTER 


The People’s Charter puts forward the 
progressive alternative to the Tory cuts 

and has now been endorsed by both the 
Trades Union Congress and the Scottish 
Trades Union Congress. The Charter 
demands the public ownership of the banks 
and insurance companies that manage our 
savings, investment by the government 

in the productive economy, the taking of 
utilities back into public ownership and a 
massive housing programme. It calls for 

a fair deal for pensioners, the restoration 
of trade union rights and a drive against all 
forms of discrimination. For Scotland the 
Scottish Trade Union Congress's Better 
Way campaign outlines parallel demands. 
Communists support these demands as 
providing immediate programmes around 
which unity can be built 


ORGANISATION 
DETERMINES 
EVERYTHING 


Communists believe that it will only be 

after working people as a whole have 

taken control of the country's productive 
resources out of the hands of the banks and 
the super rich that it will be truly possible 
for ordinary people to decide the future of 
their country. But Communists also believe 
that in the meantime the organised power 
of working people, of trade unions and 
local communities, can secure advances 
that lead towards that goal. This happened 
in the 1910s, the 1940s and in the 1970s 
Old age pensions, unemployment benefits, 
the welfare state, council housing, free 
access to all levels of education and the 
public ownership of basic utilities were all 
won through the organisation of working 
people in the past. Each gain provided the 
confidence and security to struggle for more 
— although it also meant that the super nich 
set themselves the objective of removing 
those advances. The first stage of this 
counter offensive began under Thatcher. 
Cameron seeks to complete the task 


| wish to join/have more information about the Communist Party of Britain 


Name - _ Address 


Tel : 3 ae 


e-mail _ ee a | KAD Sea ee 


Return to CPB, 72 Waterloo Street, Glasgow G2 7DA. www scottishcommunists.org.uk 
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SCOTLAND 


RESTORING THE POWER OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 


Local councils have lost control of most local services and 
have virtually no powers to raise finance of their own. Yet for 
over a century working people fought for local democracy so 
that they could exercise control over housing, schools and 
other local services and to raise funds to pay for them as they 
saw fit. If the tide of privatisation and big business control 

is to be rolled back, we need local elected representatives 
who are truly responsible for delivering these services to the 
people. Communists believe that local government should : 

be funded locally, giving power to local councils, on the basis 
people's ability to pay. A local income tax, with higher levels for 
the wealthy, should be combined with a redrawing of council 
not simply threaten boundaries to create districts with roughly equal levels of 
Armageddon to wealth — ending the injustice of wealthy suburbs with their own 
people in other lands. They and the convoys | separate councils paying less tax 

Carrying nuclear warheads on Scotland's 
busiest roads threaten everyone in Scotland oS 


There is a litany of accidents, radiation leaks 

and safety lapses in and around Scotland's 

nuclear industry which is already threatening THE ATTACK ON BENEFITS 

our public health and safety. Defence may be The Government's Welfare Reform Bill 2011 is claimed to (a) 
improve work incentives, (b) simplify the benefits system and 

(c) make it less costly to administer. Yet it was the last Tory 


GREEN ENERGY OR TRIDENT 


Scotland continues 
to play reluctant 
host to all Britain's 
nuclear weapons. 
Trident is opposed 
by a majority of 
Scots MPs, the 
trade unions and 
the churches 
Opinion polls show 
three out of four 
Scots don't want it 
These weapons do 


a reserved issue but the Scottish Parliament 
has already voted overwhelmingly against the 


replacement of Trident. It should now do much } government that created the current complicated mess by 

more to publicise these dangers to public health | shifting from supplementary benefit to income support. The 
and give expression to the growing anti-Trident Bill's real objective is to force people into low paid, insecure 
majority by calling on the UK government to » work. We are told that a ‘life on benefits will no longer be an 


option’ as if that was a life choice and there were millions of 
well-paid jobs. ‘Make it less costly’ is indeed a fundamental 
aim — together with making the benefit system much tougher. 
The Tories aim to slash £18 billion a year in benefits across 
Britain including £1bn from the disabled living allowance. At the 
same time they have provided big business with a gift of £24 
billion by reducing Corporation Tax 


scrap these weapons 


Trident is useless, dangerous and enormously 
expensive We are now spending over £2 
billion a year on Trident - money that could be 
invested to create jobs, homes and services. 
And there would be plenty left over to convert 
Scotland's struggling shipyards away from 
building platforms for war into building turbines 

to harness wave and tidal power around our 


Amongst the changes set out in the Bill are 
Q the introduction the universal credit 


shores - a Q introduction of a ‘claimant commitment’ 

technology in Q the introduction of increased lone parent conditionality 
which Scotland O limiting awards of contributory ESA to a maximum period of 
leads the 365 days for those in the work related activity group (despite 
world. Such an Paying for this through National Insurance contributions) 
investment in provision for a new benefit, ‘personal independence 

green energy Payment’ in place of the existing disability living allowance 


provision for the capping of the total amount of welfare 
benefits a claimant or a couple receives 

O housing benefit reforms, including a provision that 
appropriate maximum housing benefit could be calculated by 
the Secretary of State 

Q abolition of community care grants and crisis loans. 


could create tens 
of thousands 

of jobs and 

put Scotland's 

; scientific and 


“%G engineering skills 
& to better use 
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eee Under Scrutiny? 
A >= ; University of 
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. to make a difference PLEASE 
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NOW ee ariTclents lesa wiuniversily achosiotaursing 
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All Write 


Easterhouse Writers’ Group 
All Write 


Make your vote count ~~ 


Easterhouse Writers’ 


Group "2 

ost Monday's at 6-30 pm 
mee i rootn G09 Cut the 
of gohn Wheatley tax gap 


College 


not public 
servic 


new members welcome 


Public and Commercial Services Union | ( 


seeThe People’s Charter ®@ 


1. A fair economy for a 
fairer Britain. 


© Take the leading banking, insurance and mortgage industries fully 
into democratic public ownership run for the benefit of all. 

© Regain control of the Bank of England and keep interest rates low, 
© Tightly regulate the City markets to facilitate lending and to stop 
speculation and takeovers against the public interest. 

® Ban hedge funds, raids on pension funds, asset-stripping and 
corporate tax loopholes. @ Restructure the tax system so big business 
and the wealthy pay more and ordinary people pay less. 


2. More and better jobs. 


© Existing jobs must be protected. @ Public and private investment 
must create new jobs paying decent money. @ In particular in 
manufacturing, construction and green technology. @ More jobs mean 
more spending power to stimulate the economy, increased tx revenue 
and fewer people on benefit. @ Build full employment. © Reduce 
hours, not pay, to create more jobs. @ Raise the minimum wage to half 
national median earnings and end the lower rate for young workers, 


3. Decent homes for all. 


® Stop the repossessions and keep people in their homes, 

® Offer ‘no interest’ loans. @ Control rents. © We need three million 
new homes. @ Give local sovernment the power and money to build 
and renovate affordable quality homes and buy empty ones, ending the 
housing shortage, and creating jobs. 


4. Protect and improve our 
public services — no cuts. 


© Save public money: Bring energy, transport, water and 
telecommunications back, and keep the post in public ownership. 
® End corporate profiteering in health, education, social and other 
public services, @ Stop the EU privatisation Directives. 


5, Fairness and Justice. 


aris ransport for every pensioner. @ Link state 

o Free hens , ae Sverape earnings. © Protect pension echentee 
pensions Fe } lost value of private pensions. @ End child poverty y 
and restore f ild benefits and tax credits and providing free nut ae 
increasing ¢ "e Enforce equal pay for women. @ End racism an See 
and creche®, in all its forms. © No scape-goating of migrant workers. 
Se ot n people and give them a real stake in the future. 

@ Invest ne ae S soraiannity, arts and cultural centres, sports _ 

@ Provide eth for all. © Guarantee training, apprenticeships and 
lian ae erants for everyone and no fees. ® Restore union rights 
rae irene we the freedom to fight the crisis and to protect workers. 
toa 


6. Build a secure and 
i .e future for all 
= Va. 
sustain2 ) ec future for all. 
© End the cost of war in biood and money. @ Bring our Bone Meme 
Ce) Don't waste billions on a mew generation of nuclear weapons. f 
4 } « > ae mnie a ¢ 
be om the current econcimic disaster, climate change threatens pe 3 
6 Our future must be based on massive investment for a greener, sa e 
world now. @ Debt is crusliing millions of people forcing en to nee 
and producing war, farnine and misery. @ Get rid of the ae Ha } 
in Britain and cancel the debts of the poor of the planet. @ A bette 


future for all the people of the world. 
@®eo @ 


The, 
People’s 
harter 


»-ganising Committee 
for the People's Charter 


ww. peoplescharterscotiand,e*; 
yw. wees i 
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The People's Charter 
is six simple demands 
which if enacted 
would bring about a 
fair’society for all. 


The Scottish Organising 
Committee brings 
together trade unions, 
campaigning 
organisations and 
activists from a wide 
range of political 
positions to promote 


the People’s Charter in 
Scotland as a common 
platform for change. 


Contact; 

Vince Mills, Secretary 
Scottish Organising 
Committee for the 
People’s Charter 

c/o RMT, 180 Hope St 
Glasgow G2 2U 


Email: 


peoplescharterscotland: ” 


@gmail.com 


Sign the Charter now 


and get involved ini tiie 


The, , 
Peopie’s 
Charter 


1.A fair economy 
for a fairer Britain. 


2. More and better jobs. 
3. Decent homes for all. 
4.Protect and improve 


our public services. 
Al ¢ » Bien ; 
5. Fairness anc stice. 


6. Build a secure and 


sustainable future 


for ail. 


Lal 


You can sign up online at www.pex plesc! char 
or fill in this form and send it to Scottish Commies at the address above 
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i support The People’s Charter 


Name: —_ 

Address: 2 

a ee a 

Phos. Postcode: 
Eman, 


The UNITY CENTRE 
30 Ibrox Street 
GLASGOW 
G51 1AQ 


0141 427 7992 
info@unitycentreglasgow.org 
www.unitycentreglasgow.org 
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Glasgow — 


nishedpictureproject.ore 


fiwont SunnOTT tie Brien Hearts 
Foundationuntil runt n 
enelemaints 


In March 2006, ‘UNITY - the uni part 
seekers’ was launched with, hapa asylum a4 
outside the Home Office's Immigration Catation aZ 
Festival Court on Brand Street, Ibrox, Gla met ? 2 


- SgOw, T J 
nm the same day supporters of the unio N 

asylum seekers opened the ‘Unity Centr, on of o 
than 100 metres from the main cok me 


immigration centre to su 
report there. 


entrance of thi 
Pport people made hs 


Since it started UNITY has been at the front of 
campaigning for better rights for asylum 
seekers in Scotland: 


“ paubig 


e Twenty asylum seeker families come into the 


Unity Centre every day - over 1,500 families 
have registered since the centre opened. 


aweuins 


e UNITY members played a leading role in the 
campaign against ‘Dawn Raids’ on people's 
homes in Glasgow 


e Working with asylum seekers and local 
residents, UNITY stopped plans to force 100 
families to move to the YMCA hostel 


© UNITY started the campaign for children of 
asylum seekers to be allowed to attend 
university as ‘Home’ students - made law in 
January 2008 


- ayeq 


© Since March 2006, volunteers in the Unity 
Centre have helped over one hundred families 
detained by the Home Office to come back to 
Glasgow - where they belong! 


““gpoojsog: 


The UNITY CENTRE 
30 Ibrox Street GLASGOW G51 1AQ 
0141 427 7992 
info@unitycentreglasgow.org 
www.unitycentreglasgow.org 
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scsi) IW University Campaign tor Nuclear Disarmament 


situated 30 miles away. 
todestroy a major city 
00: people. 
maintenance costs every year. 
ipniing Trident Te-newa} iImated'to cost 


Wandunaffordable. 
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Nigh¢ Working 
& your health 


Do you work beyond 
the 9 to 5 


Information for 
Shift workers 


Knowledge is Power! 
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IWW Health and Social 
Care Workers 


opentemoctacy yy 
A Reader on the Winter of Protest 


“An unofficial Politics is developing, largely hostile to the 
Westminster version, and Fight Back! is its fi 


Irst manifestation,” 
- Andreas Whittam Smith, The Independent 


SF (GHT BACK | ae 


7 kettled editors, 43 authors, 339 Pages 


Published in print 1 May 2011 


(Available in bookstores and on Amazon) 

From a 15. year-old UK Uncut activist toa 73-year-old rebel Lib Dem peer, 
Fight Back!'s contributors Capture the spirit and arguments of Britain's winter revolt, 
bringing together the best reportage and analysis ofan extraordinary political moment. 


Already available as a free download 
www. bit.ly/fightbackUK 


- nearly 15,000 downloads so far! - 


Documented in The Guardian, The 
Boing Boing, Dazed & Confused, Libera 
Continental Philosophy, Critical Legal Thi: 


Independent, New Statesman, 
1 Conspiracy, Oxford Left Review, 
inking and Counterfire among others, 


Guy Aitchison and Aaron Peters on networ 


ked, leaderless Politics; Jeremy Gilbert on how those who 
fought back were the true inheritors of Churchill's call to fight on the beaches; Dan Hancox on the aesthetics 
of protest; Alan Finlayson on the Philosophy of UKUncut. 

Tasha Bell, 16, describes her experience ina kettle: 
the bottom, using their thick lines, their horses and th 
on the front line anymore I'm de 


ep in the middle. | ha’ 
trying to move my arm to get it but I can't.” 


“The police have pushed us from the top of the road to 
ir batons. The crowd has thickened, and now I'm not 
ve no control. I can feel my phone vibrating and I'm 


Laurte Penny, 
for a youth mot 


For interviews, or further details, contact: e. / 
Dan Hancox, Editor: 07824 807 142 
Niki Seth-Smith, Publisher: 07552 569 196 
679-257 
= SS 5A 
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Nearly one billion people don't have enough to eat. 
Akiru’s one of them. It's time for GROW. 


GROW @ oxtam 
CKOM Mo..... 
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TRASH TRIDENT NOT TUITION 


A Reader on the Winter of Protest 


“An unofficial politics is developing, largely hostile to the 
Westminster version, and Fight Back! is its first manifestation.” 
- Andreas Whittam Smith, The Independent 


7 kettled editors, 43 authors, 339 pages 
Published in print 1 May 2011 

(Available in bookstores and on Amazon) 

From a 15-year-old UK Uncut activist to a 73-year-old rebel Lib Dem peer, 


Fight Back!’s contributors capture the spirit and arguments of Britain's winter revolt, 
bringing together the best reportage and analysis of an extraordinary political moment. 


Glasgow University Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 


Nuclear warheads situated 30 miles away. 
h has the capacity to destroy a major city 
people: 
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COTLAND’S ee 
CONOMY 


i t 
emocracy. the Cuts and the Scottish Parliamen' 


ottish Morning Star Conference 
ring 2011 


to stop com ulsory redundancies at the 


IBIBIC] 


THERE IS AN UNPRECEDENTED 

THREAT TO Joes ACROSS THE 
BBC AS A DIRECT RESULT OF THE 
LICENCE FEE SETTLEMENT AND 
DELIVERING QUALITY FiRsT. 


Already available as a free download 
www. bit.ly/fightbackUK 


- nearly 15,000 downloads so far! - 


Documented in The Guardian, The Independent, New Statesman, 
Boing Boing, Dazed & Confused, Liberal Conspiracy, Oxford Left Review, 
Continental Philosophy, Critical Legal Thinking and Counterfire among others. 


Guy Aitchison and Aaron Peters on networked, leaderless politics; Jeremy Gilbert on how those who 
fought back were the true inheritors of Churchill's call to fight on the beaches; Dan Hancox on the aesthetics 


of protest; Alan Finlayson on the philosophy of UKUncut 


as 57 


gow Uni, CND 


Tasha Bell, 16, describes her experience in a kettle: "The police have pushed us from the top of the road to 
the bottom, using their thick lines, their horses and their batons. The crowd has thickened, and now I'm not 
on the front line anymore I'm deep in the middle. I have no control. | can feel my phone vibrating and I'm 


trying to move my arm to get it but | can’t.” 
In "You Say You Want a Revolution”: "There can be no question that the conditions are right 


ing brutal, insulting socio-economic 
ge not in education, employment or training, 


Laurie Penny, 
for a youth movement. The young people of Britain are suffe 
oppression. There are over a million young people of working a; 
which is a polite way of saying “up shit creek without a giro’. 


For interviews, or further details, contact: fightback@opend lemocracy.net / 


Dan Hancox, Editor: 07824 807 142 
Niki Seth-Smith, Publisher: 07552 569 196 


NUJ members should vote YES to 
both questions in the ballot for 
industrial action. We will continue at 
local and national level to do 

everything we can to resolve the 


NUJ members in the World Service, oe ang cases. However if the 


ou ’ 
Speakers include 
Elaine Smith MSP, Lynn eo 
linane, Steven Boyd, 
ckson Cullinane, ikon i 


Dave Moxham, 
Brian Smith, Ja 


BBC Monitoring and Scotland 
have already been issued with 
notices of compulsory 
redundancy. This is 


BBC refuses to listen to us, NUJ 
members will need to stand up 
against compulsory 
redundancies. 


Do you work beyond 
the 9 to 5? 


Streatfield, Vince Mills, Tom lompletely unacceptable. - 4.4 
Chair: Roz Foyer there statacecto y STOP The reality is that if we Information for 

‘i ¢ lose this figh it eb 

hme - and next time is fight then the shift worker: i] 
SUN y 6 MARCH oul be ya COMPULSORY BBC will be able to = | 

DA make people i 

w G3 
ad, Glasgo J members compulsorily 


$TUC, 333 Woodlands Roi 


ave always 
successfully resisted compulsory 
redundancies among our members. tis 
‘more important than ever to do so 
again and stand together now to 
defend the jobs of colleagues at risk. 


Published by NUL Headland 


redundant much 

more easily in 
future. And remember, next time it 
could be you. 


VOTE YES TO STOP COMPULSORY 
REDUNDANCIES AT THE BBC, 


Knowledge is power! 


IWW Health and Social 
Care Workers 


» enough to eat 


sarly one sillion people don't have 
Nearly F for GROW. 


one of them It's time 


GROW @ Oxfam 


=~» EVERY TuEspay 
12-4 pm at 
Lansdowne Church 


Women’s Project 


Lansdowne 
Church has a 
fed door & is on 
Great Western 
Road near 
Kelvinbridge 


0845 250 0524 


Every TUESDAY 6.30pm - 10.30pm 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 


Unity in the Community is always in need 
of volunteers if you think you can spare the 
time to help with any of these projects or 
‘more including, a monthly fim showing, 
English classes and a bike workshop 
please contact 


"Wy 


VOTE YES TO ACTION! 
e Up to 40,000 jobs at risk 


USS pension scheme under attack 
e A pay offer that is nothing but a real 


HE members will shortly get one ballot paper about job: 
Staff working in the pre-92 sector will get a second ball 


one 
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station & Solly’s J) Bus number: © a 

Atican shop #20. 66 118, 189) hs Job security und ck 

© The university sectors in the worst criss 

for a generation. Thousands of jobs have yoy Ym | - 

already been lest and upto 40,000 more ° Ne SAY YES T ‘ SE - : 

O SECURITY AT WORK 


could be at risk as the government has that 


in the conning fie co rt tsi = F 
Reotered charty 8040400 ude with , 
This card contains Information about some of th ‘ 
‘¢_THeUNTTY Centre has been running in Glasgow Yet for the second year running, the met 
employers have refused to negotiate a regi 
ins 


‘services run by Unity In the Community (registered 
hanty $Co40466) for more information please call: for five years to provide emotional and practical 
0141 427 1959 ‘support for asylum seekers and refugees. you nationally.agreed approach to Improving 
(ur Charity Shop in Govan offers agreat variety of ood 9 SOMeone you know could use our help feel Job security and defending provision tne} 
quality second hand clothes at low prices with further free to contact us on our 24 hour help line: They hav. 
discounts and volunteering opportunities for asylum 
seekers. The shop is also the base for our fre clothing 


ing: 


he 0141 427 1959 
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falled to address equality 
claim and offered 
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Health, Learning and Culture 


New! 
starting in January 2011 
Chi Gong 
Healthy Cooking on a budget 
Positive Lifestyles 

Stress Management 
Local History Project 
Healthy Living Course 
Café Master Classes 


Easy Exercise 
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GLASGOW CITY COUNCIL 
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ACCORD LEARNING DISABILITY DAY CENTRE 


DEFEND TH 
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Become a Friend of 
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Being a Friend of Glasgow Women’s Library offers a great opporiunly to support our 
work, become more involved and meet like-minded people. You will help GWL to con- 
tinue to develop as it works towards becoming a national resource 

Be a part of GWL at this exciting time! 
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“STARVE THEM INTO SUBMISSION” 

Sir Digby Jones — Ex ~ CBI Chairman 
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ZORGATH: A ManosramPian History 


THE PLANET ZORGATH 15 Locareo in THE ourer DIMENSIONS 
or THE GALAXY "NORBST ARR.” ZORGATH 1S HOME TO VARIOUS LIFE- 
FORMS, PLANTAIE AND SPECIES, THE PRIMARY SPECIES OF ZORGATH 
rue Ms ANOSTAMP. THE Manosramp SPECIES CLOSELY RESEMBLE THE 
HUMAN SPECIES IN THEIR IMMEDIATE APPEARANCE, HOWEVER, THE 
MANOSTAMP GARRY AN EXTREMELY DIFFERENT INTERNAL WORKING FROM 
THE HUMAN SPECIES. AS WELL, THOSE OF THE MMANOSTAMPIAN SPECIES 
TEND TO WEAR OCULAR PROTECTION AS A RESULT OF THE VARYING 


CLIMITAL BRIGHTNESS THAT 1S A TRADEMARK OF THE PLANET ZORGATH, 
ZORGATH 1S GOO TIMES THE SIZE OF PLANET EARTH. 
ZORGATH 1S ASSOCIATED WITH OVER 200 MOONS. 


THE SOLAR SYSTEM IN WHICH ZORGATH IS LOCATED FEATURES 2,000 
OTHER PLANETS AND 6 SUNS, 


Created By: Aaron Fitzpatrick - Apr.2009 - ee Iglogsot. cam 
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Egoist’s 
Windowpane 


Introduction 


The following treatise on conscious egoism is based on the pronounce- 
ments of Johan Kasper Schmidt alias Max Stirner. There has been 
much controversy and misunderstanding with Stirner’s mode of 
thought. This is to be expected as Stirner writes with a most uncon- 
ventional style. 

Our society has been reared in an insane asylum but it takes in 
such a broad space that most of us don’t really notice it. If a consci- 
entious objector declares it is irrational to kill or be killed by some- 
one whom he has never seen before and has no quarrel with anyone, 
a psychiatrist may deem him to be abnormal, eccentric or even men- 
tally unbalanced. The psychiatrist, of course, was reared in the same 
insane asylum. 

Stirner has had the courage to enter this mental labyrinth in order 
to guide others out of it. The sick society does not understand. They 
have been so inveterately indoctrinated that to them Stirner speaks 
a foreign language. No one wants to learn a foreign language unless 
one is sufficiently interested. 

Stirner, being interested in encouraging others to extricate them- 
selves from a language exuberant in falsehoods, has a task of no 
mean magnitude. He is enthused to portray that language is derived 
from thought. Servile thought therefore gives rise to servile language. 
He endeavours to reveal that many thoughts are the thoughts of 

those who are possessed by preconceived ideas and therefore in their 
shackles of slavery. 

To liberate them from their shackles Stirner uses language which 
reflects his thought. Yes his thought. The freethinker advocates free 
thought. Stirner speaks of own thought. Free thought is something 
which is sought after and in finding it becomes your lord and master 
which you become enthused to serve with starry eyes. You are en- 
slaved to a fixed idea. 

Own thought is not freedom of thought. Own thought is my thought 
otherwise it is my dominion. Who creates my thought? Why me of 
course; for me to utilise as mental pabulum, as I utilise food for my 
digesting stomach, as I use society for my social heart. 
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To me, as Stirner may say in essence: Have your own thought and 
no longer will you be dominated by your own creation which are the 
spooks in your head. You will subdue them by your own thought 
which will be your possession. No longer will you be possessed by 
them. Oh peoples, mankind, humanity, society, for countless years 
you hollow abstract entities have subdued me, seduced me, swooned 
me, deceived, loathed and mentally tortured me. You optical illu- 
sions; your deserved sentence is pronounced. Now that I am my own 
your death knell has sounded. I send you to your grave. There will be 
no reincarnation and I shall be the worthy laughing heir; to have 
intercourse with corporeal flesh and blood humans. Society is dead. 
No flowers; flowers are for the aesthetic tastes for we who are alive. 
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Shakespeare once said, “nothing is either good or bad, but thinking 
makes it so”. You may say, some things are bad and some good inde- 
pendent of my thinking. This is to say food is good or bad independ- 
ent of my stomach; the policeman’s baton is good or bad independent 
of its exercise on my body; the knife is good or bad independent of 
me, you may say. 

Does my thought of the use of the knife not determine for me 
whether it is good or bad? Does my thought not determine whether 
the knife is lethal or of use value? In the hands of an assailant the 
knife is lethal to my thinking. In the hands of a soldier on the battle- 
field it has good value. The knife in itself is neither good nor bad but 
thinking makes it so. The soldier by his passion for patriotism re- 
gards the knife, bayonet or bullet indispensable. What does ‘for pa- 
triotism’ derive from if not from thinking ‘rightly or wrongly’; predi- 
cates which again are derived from thought. The knife in the hand of 
a surgeon could be propitious in my way of thinking. 

Thought of course is merely one of my qualities. I also have flesh 
and blood and in consequence I feel pain when a blow is adminis- 
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tered. If I am incarcerated for the violation of a law, violence may be 
exercised upon my person by the lickspittles of the law in order to 
get me to reveal the identity of my accomplices. I may feel pain, then 
my thought comes to my aid. My thoughts like flesh and blood, is 
mine. The thoughts of the lickspittles are not theirs, they are pos- 
sessed by them, they are victims of their own creation. So I put my 
thought to use and bring my obduracy into play or I steer them 
wrongly. Yes, I tell them a lie. If I was possessed by truth I would 
have to be disloyal to my friends and pander to my enemies. 

The truth is not above me. If I was a lover of truth I would be 
infatuated by an abstraction. If some truth exists, what do I care? 
Must I genuflect before them in reverence? A truth which is unpalat- 
able to me will be subdued if I have the power to do so. A truth which 
is favourable I will accept. Economists have convinced me that the 
capitalist system prevails. I accept that this is a truth but a truth 
which I want to make an untruth. If I had the power to annihilate 
this chimerical monster I would not hesitate. For the present I can 
only gnaw at it like excavating at a mountain with pick and shovel 
until I muster sufficient dynamite to blow it out of existence and 
reach my destination. You, you and a several thousand times you 
are the dynamite and detonator which I seek. It is self-interest but a 
mutual self-interest. 

Do you think the powers that be will listen to your moralistic plati- 
tudes? They gave you the vote as a red herring. They give you free 
speech. But if they can give it to you, then they can take it from you. 
What use is free speech to sheep? They only bleat You have to take it 
and not grovel for it. You have to assert yourself by action. You fire- 

side philosophers are of no danger to them. You can ramble on about 
your theories in pub and club and the powers that be only treat you 
for what you are: armchair philosophers who speak like predatory 
eagles but are in fact barnyard fowls divested of their claws. Poets, 
subversive music, art, subversive song and ideals are treated with 
some tolerance as long as they remain idealistic expressions. But 
when the ideal becomes the real it is no longer the ideal. This is what 
offends the sensitivities of the powers that be. They know the man of 
action intends to make the ideal the real. Serve an ideal if you will so 
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long as you will not transform it into the corporeal. To serve an ideal 
is to serve not yourself but another outside of yourself. I may have 
an ideal but it is not I and I am not it. Can the ideal be anything but 
my possession if I am to remain my own master? If the ideal gets 
above me for me to serve then I become a creature of my own crea- 
tion. I am a possessed man. 

Let me ask the question. Are you a singer before you sing; are you 
a dancer before you dance; are you a speaker before you speak; are 
you a thinker before you think? If I sing, if I dance, if I speak, if I 
think, where do these attributes stem from? I pinch myself and feel 
it, confirming that I'm still alive. Of course they stem from me. Your 
ideals, your truths are static without your activity. 

Can they move as you do? For some, truth is eternal or they seek 
eternal truth. They cannot see the wood for the trees. They have an 
optical illusion, they approach truth like approaching the horizon; 
the more they approach it the further it recedes. Their mission can 
be fulfilled without travelling afar. It is on their own doorstep, sym- 
bolically speaking. 

I am not truth, I am more than truth. In modem parlance with a 
twist of wit I have truth plus ‘vat’. I do not accept absolute determin- 
ist thought or absolute truth a la Hegel and his admirers Herren 
Marx and Engels. I am transitory and leave the absolute behind. 

I admire an inventor without reverence. James Watt invented the 
steam engine and this was subject to a transitory process. The dis- 
covery of atmospheric pressure was essential in this process and, 
incidentally, this process was in transition long before the advent of 
modem capitalism. This is a truth, but is now a truth which has 
little or no validity for me. It has escaped my grasp. 

The capitalist class has wrenched control from those who have con- 
structed it. The state machine as protector sanctions this state of 
affairs. The state is therefore my enemy and it exists only because of 
my weakness. So long as I retain my boldness of spirit, my recalci- 
trance, my obduracy, my intrepidity, my stealth, the state will not 
be secure. It is not my attributes which are a danger to the state but 
the multiplication of my attributes should it permeate those of like 
mind. The state can incarcerate me but cannot incarcerate a bold 
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ahi crak arm which I can do many things with so long as it ig 
The state may incarcerate me. They may have my body but 
have me, they won't have the whole of me, they won't 
they sever my arm from me itd won't have my 
my arm is severed from me it is no longer my arm. Al] 
acy katt oe is a stinking corpse which would BEEVS them no 
purpose. But with an anti-state union in force there will be no accu. 
mulation of arm corpses. Unity is strength. 

A union of determined beings who won't succumb to any master, 
mundane or so-called divine, is a force that no agency can vanquish. 
In 1952, when I was forced to accept Her Majesty's hospitality in her 
house on the hill ‘Barlinnie’, I was asked to lead off a rebellion against 
a fish diet. The prison warders were cognisant of this but did noth- 
ing. Not because they were afraid of me but because they knew I had 
the support of many inmates. However, to make a false show for the 
satisfaction of their superiors eight innocent inmates were singled 
out for punishment. It was a lesson in unity. Need I say more? How- 

ever, that is another story. When I say it was a lesson in unity, it’s 
because the punishment was mitigated to the transference of pris- 
oners to another hall. 

I am aconscious egoist but not egotistical. I have been asked many 
times to tell this story. If I told of several escapades this would seem 
to be egotistical and seeking notoriety. To be egotistical is to be pos- 
sessed; possessed by vanity. I may want to possess something but 
not to be possessed by anything. I neither want to be a Mr Somebody 
or a Mr Nobody but merely a Mr Thisbody to merrily gratify my 
appetites. I have a digesting stomach, a thinking head and a social 
heart. 

For my digesting stomach I seek and consume wholesome food. 

For my thinking head I have cultural pursuits and especially ac- 
quaint myself with literature and seek rational discussion. For my 
social heart I have communion with others and when I love I can 
love with a full heart without taking the loved one for any more than 
the nourishment of my passion. Otherwise my appetites would take 
control and I would be a servile creature of my creation. 


mine. 
they won 
have my mind. If 
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I could die for a loved one without having any abstract calling but 
because it gratifies me to do so. If my loved one has pain I feel that 
pain just as inflicting. I am not a prisoner of culture, but I am not a 
stone or a block of wood. I have emotions. Society is anterior to man, 
i.e. before man became man. Before man became ‘human’. My emo- 
tions derived from society are one of my qualities. Qualities which 
require nourishment which I procure from society, just as I procure 
nourishment from food for my digesting stomach. 

Our existence begins with the most intimate conjunction as we are 
already living with our mother before we breathe. When we see the 
light of day, we at once lie on a human breast. We are cradled by our 
mother and attached by many ties. Society is our state of nature. 
When we develop, we enter into 

a society of our choice, not the one we were involuntarily born into. 
The one I was born into is not to my taste. I therefore seek society 
anew. It was once wisely said “the urge to destroy is also a creative 
urge”. 

I seek the destruction of capitalist society and envisage the forging 
of a new society based on unrestrained access to the means of life 
and the practice of voluntary association replacing the subjugation 
of men and women individually and collectively by political govern- 
ment. 

This form of society is ir. harmony with conscious egoism, or, if you 
like, it’s in harmony with the aspirations of a conscious egoist such 
as I. Each individual I am bold enough to say categorically is an 
egoist. The significance of the matter is whether one is conscious of 
it or not. The denial of egoism leads to varying degrees of dogma and 
is kindled to fanaticism more often than not. 

Observe the angelic face of yon young nun. It is sad; by taking her 
celibate vows she has suppressed her vegetative needs. She has de- 
nied herself a natural love life. Her vegetative energy has become 
sublimated and so she is in love with love which is an abstraction. To 
give it some semblance of corporeity she calls it ‘god’. By her self- 
renunciation you may say that is pure unselfishness. She is serving 
‘gawd’. By her self-renunciation she feels elevated. She is exalted 
and is booking herself in advance a reservation in heaven. She may 
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‘ z seer seal hy atasttls 
i t it seems to me that this is egoism 
be innocent of it but it s ese heer 


But you may say ‘we have to have som j mg y 
‘what do you believe in?’ If you change the pronoun of ‘what’ to ‘who 


I could give you my answer. off 3 
Before the revelations about Joseph Stalin’s atrocities he was the 


great man of steel. The Russian people thought the sun shone from 

his posterior. He was their ‘gawd’... Stalin gives us guns, Stalin gives 

us butter, Stalin gives us tractors. Poor old Joe must have been work. 
ing night and day. During the war in the factories we had music 

while you work. The tempo of the music speeded up the war effort. I 

wonder if old Joe worked to one of Cole Porter's records, Night and 

Day’. Was he not pure unselfishness himself? The Ruskies thought 

how lovingly he cared for his people. Ah yes, for his people. Call your- 
self not one of his and you'll be given a trip to the Siberian saltmines. 
All the causes which are presented to me to serve are nothing but 
abstractions. The good cause. God’s cause. The cause of humanity, of 
truth, of the nation, of mankind and innumerable other causes - read 
‘shadows’ for that is what they are. Like nutcases we chase after 
shadows. The world is an insane asylum but it takes in such a huge 
space most of us don’t novice it. To treat with so many causes would 
be laborious. As the allotted space is limited I have been thrown a 
lifebelt. 

As they call in a pub ‘time gentlemen please’ you are consoled by 
the allowance of ten minutes drinking time. So there’s time and space 
for one other hollow cause for you to ruminate on. The state calls you 
to the colours when it needs you. The patriots fall in bloody battle for 
the nation state and when thrown on the dungheap of history the 
nation comes to its bloom and it is the laughing heir. 

You law-abiding fools; you think you are criminals when you vio- 
late the law. You don’t go far enough. Don’t just violate the law, 
destroy it. If you cut a tree you have to cut at the root. To cut it 
branch by branch is folly. They only grow again. To destroy the state 
you have to take it by the root and deprive it of its sustenance, which 
is its ownership of the means of production. 

You, you, and a multiplication of you, by banding together in your 
union of expropriation must disregard the law and take possession. 
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If this is a criminal act, so what? Your violence is called crime, the 
violence of the state is called law. There is no difference in principle, 
merely a difference in terminology. Strike when the iron is hot and 
you will be the laughing heir. 

In my postscript to the first part of this article (Freedom, 11th March 
1995) I declared that, contrary to the accepted opinion of many, ego- 
ism was complementary to anarcho-syndicalism. It’s my view that 
anarcho-syndicalism is a clumsy mouthful, therefore in the course of 
this article I shall use the term syndicalism assuming the term will 
be understood. The embryo of the federalist spirit of syndicalism was 
within the womb of the first international. 

It is beyond the scope of this essay to portray the historical devel- 
opments of syndicalism extensively. In a footnote I shall refer the 
reader to various sources of literature which may illuminate those 
readers who may have an academic interest in the pursuit of the 
core of the subject. 

The federalist and anti-government, anti-centralist idea is inher- 
ent in society from time immemorial. The reader will therefore de- 
duce that syndicalism has several precursors and is a transitory phase 
appertaining to modern industrial capitalism. Everything is in tran- 
sition; the important thing is to realise it. As I said in the first part of 
this article: “everyone is an egoist; the important thing is to be con- 
scious of it.” It has been said that syndicalism is scientific unionism. 
I do not revere science but if I find it of practical use I shall apply it 
just as a builder applies geometry when constructing a building or 
an engineer makes use of mathematics. In syndicalism I recognise it 
as signposts indicating the roads which I should be travelling. 


Spontaneity is not the death knell of wage slavery 

At all great moments of history when the populace loses patience 
with having suffered so many injustices for several decades a social 
spontaneous combustion prevails. This spontaneity is an emotional 
outburst but is inadequate to perpetrate a social revolution. There 
must be a reasonably large minority, if not a majority, who are con- 
scious of their goal. The emotional and psychic forces of people are a 
strong and essential contributory factor to achieve a complete fun- 
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damental change of society - a basic economic, social and cultural 
transformation. If, however, an organisation in industry and in the 
community does not prevail prior to this spontaneous upsurge any 

be ameliorations at best. At the worst 


ains achieved will merely : 
political opportunists could usurp this spontaneous movement and 


analise it along the lines of reaction. ; v 
: Local regional and national federation is therefore a prerequisite 


for a successful social revolution, as a means of defence against reac- 
tion and a healthy development of economic and social welfare. To 
ignore this is to do so at our peril. It is erroneous to rely on spontane- 
ity without the pregnancy of a fertile organisation, an organisation 
which mirrors the form of society we are striving after. 

Syndicalism, in my view, can serve this purpose. Those who are 

myopic do not see the subtle difference between anarchism in gen- 
eral and its specific offspring anarcho-syndicalism. The federalist 
spirit of syndicalism is inherent and is not encaged in an industrial 
mould. It is flexible, which is much more than I can say for many of 
our so-called intellectuals. Intellectuals may have a learned academic 
education, but I confess that I have a bias in favour of the Jock 
Tamsons, the Henry Dubbs, the Jimmy Higgins, the Joe Soaps, the 
Terrible Teddys, the Despicable Dans, the Reprehensible Richards, 
the Malicious Micks, the Cheeky Charlies, the Naughty Nancys, the 
Artful Dodgers, etc. They have normally a down-to-earth experience 
of life through contact with corporeal flesh and blood humans and 
not the theoretical abstract conceptions of humanity. I accept that 
some intellectuals make some profound contributions to assist in 
the advancement of humanity, not to be confused with the sublima- 
tion of it. Of course it’s the exceptional case which proves the rule. 
Syndicalism, like anarchism in general, was not the produce of uni- 
versities, it was born by the economic and social experiences of the 
labouring classes. These experiences are far from being narrow and 
limited.’ Syndicalism therefore is not confined to industrial and spe- 
cifically economic activity as some shallow minds would have us be- 
lieve. 
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Shallow minds and gapers 

As a conscious egoist and a syndicalist, I’m not a gaper nor shallow- 
minded fixity. I have no fixed ideas and in consequence I can more 
easily analyse objectively and subjectively. Trade unionists, politi- 
cal mountebanks and others shackled in their fixations have failed 
to recognise, or simply refuse to recognise, the correlation of the 
movement of capitalism laissez-faire to monopoly and/or state capi- 
talism and the movement of the trade unions from craft guilds to 
labour bureaucracy. In its economic structure the trade unions are 
obsolete and are a house divided against itself, they are unbrotherly 
brothers. In any given industry a host of different workers - skilled, 
semi-skilled, unskilled - are engaged in the production of the same 
commodity. They are united in production but divided and sub-di- 
vided in their unions. The shipyards are a glaring example. The en- 
tire workforce contribute to the production of ships and yet they are 
so myopic that they often alienate themselves and erect barriers from 
each other by their unions. The engineers may go on strike whilst 
other shipyard workers continue to work as normal. Being in differ- 
ent unions constitutional blacklegging is a regular occurrence. 


Fossils of a dead past 

In medieval times when a craftsman often produced a complete com- 
modity by his own tools and labour, a trade union may have been an 
economic reflection of the time. It is now a fossil of a dead past. To 
continue organising in this manner is an anachronistic folly. In the 
twentieth century our organisation must mirror the objective eco- 
nomic and social situation. If we observe intently our objective con- 
ditions and not just gape at them, we will be ‘with it’, to use a trendy 
expression. The objective situation relating to trade unions have been 
mentioned briefly - to embellish on this would be beyond the scope of 
this essay. It would necessitate illustrating the methods of struggle 
which trade unions adopt and the methods adopted by syndicalism 
My footnotes, as indicated above, will refer the interested reader to 
the appropriate literature appertaining to the methods of struggle 
of syndicalism Let me just say tersely that the methods of trade un- 
ions lead to a cul-de-sac. The trade unions have no ultimate objec- 
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themselves with getting a few more crumbs 
The goal of syndicalists is to end the strug- 
gle, not to keep it flourishing endlessly. Syndicalists will vote with 
their feet by marching into all places of work to take possession of 
the means of production and distribution. Then politicians and capi- 


talists will be made redundant. 


tive, they merely concern 
from the rich man’s table. 


Who will run the country? ; 
Why, those who have always run it: the labouring classes, by hand 


and brain. By being indoctrinated they cannot see the wood for the 
trees. The working class have always run the country but their minds 
are clouded because they do not own the land and the means whereby 
they live. Who gets up in the morning to operate the railways, to 
keep the wheels of industry turning, to produce the fuel for commer- 
cial and domestic purposes? Who tills the land, bakes the bread, who 
builds those palatial palaces which sail the high seas, who operates 
them? Who excavates the ores from the bowels of the earth, who 
transforms them into the finished products of utility? Who makes 
our domestic furniture? Tersely, who supplies our food, clothing and 
shelter? Is it the shareholders? Is it the politicians, or who? The an- 
swer is self-evident and if you don’t know you're more of a loony than 
those who are housed in the loony-bins. 


Organisation: vertical and horizontal 

Syndicalism, or perhaps I should use the trendy terminology ‘indus- 
trial and community networks’ since syndicalism has become a sort 
of swear word. In any case the organisation begins at the base. In 
industry the organisation embraces all grades of workers breaking 
all trade union barriers, making the workers united in their union 
as well as in production. The assemblage of workers at the point of 
production elect their delegates, who are subject to immediate recall 
like the present shop stewards’ movement. The delegates are feder- 
ated in any given industry to a district federation which is affiliated 
to a national federation of the respective industry. This pertains 
throughout all industries and services who dovetail into a national 
confederation of labour. Contrary to organisations with a central- 
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ised control like the trade unions, political parties and kindred insti- 
tutions, we have a decentralised control. As an egoist I may give 
some time to an association or a group. I could do this in my self- 
interest and because it gratifies me. I may use the group but not to 
its detriment but to mutual benefit. Myself, my whole self I do not 
give but: retain possession of myself, I retain my autonomy. On a 
parallel with this, the local groups of our organisation although fed- 
erated locally, regionally and nationally retain their local autonomy. 
Federation is for the purpose of self-interest and mutual aid. Briefly, 
that is the vertical form of organisation. 

Horizontally the job committees are linked with other committees 
in different industries. These committees overlap and dovetail into 
the affairs of the community, in any given locality. If necessary the 
local organs call upon the assistance of the region and in turn the 
national if necessary. The embryonic structures of these organs must 
mirror the goal we wish to achieve. The communal organs will en- 
deavour to wrench control from town councillors whose activities are 
in the main influenced by powerful business interests. The indus- 
trial counterparts, the syndicates or works committees, will assidu- 
ously encroach on gaining more and more control over their respec- 
tive workplace. This would be an educational pursuit illustrating 
that control is inadequate without ownership. In this process the 
workforce will learn in practice the validity of a do-it-yourself move- 
ment. The point of production and the embryonic commune will be 
the people’s universities. Encroaching control must essentially lead 
to ownership; it will be the midwife, and social ownership of the means 
whereby we live will be the birth of a newborn healthy society. As 
aforesaid, everything is in transition. With the triumph of the revo- 
lution and the termination of the class struggle, the horizontal or 
local organs of syndicates or networks change their character and 
become the commune, an organisation of people living together for 
their mutual general welfare. 

The commune replaces the non-representative town and borough 
councils. Most of the functions of the municipalities will still be exer- 
cised by the industrial syndicates. It is self-evident that local trans- 
port will essentially be the province of the transport syndicate or 
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network, the hospitals by the health workers network on 80 on. 

These services require men and women of experience in : nese re- 

spective domains, an experience which is in the main absent in town 
illors. ; 

“With the abolition of the money system the commune will not be 

burdened with the collection of rates and taxes and conducting busi- 

nesses as municipalities do to accrue profits to assist rates. 

The commune, a much smaller and decentralised body than the 
borough or town council, will concentrate on improving the commu- 
nal welfare of the locality. In making their requests to the various 
syndicates - builders, health service, transport, power - the inhabit- 
ants of each commune will enhance their general welfare - local plan- 
ning, parks, plots for vegetables, recreational sports grounds, trees 
and other vegetation in our streets and environs. Local industries 
integrated with agriculture would be facilitated. The commune would 
of course essentially be a different entity from a present-day council, 
which is mainly an organisation for the protection of the ‘well-to-do’ 
ratepayers controlled by a centralised body which puts fetters on the 
welfare of the Jock Tamsons, the Henry Dubbs and the Jimmy 
Higgins. 

If as aforesaid syndicalism is scientific unionism, then the use of it 
must be accepted if it is proved valid in practice. Observation and 
experiment is the test of science. In human psychology, self-interest 
and co-operation, to my mind, have been proved complementary 
rather than contradictory - those who pursue and have a passion for 

material things or have a passion which becomes their dominion 
becomes a slave, a possessed person rather than a self-interested 
and cooperative person. 


Egoism and co-operation is primary — 

intellectualism is subsidiary 

No one should consider so-called intellectuals as being superior to 
them. Use your own observation and experience as your guide in the 
main. Advice or viewpoints from others you may use if you think fit. 
Never, never, never accept a viewpoint merely because some intel- 
lectual has expressed it. Malatesta has expressed that “syndicalism 
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is a much too simplistic conception of the class struggle. It is a con- 

cept according to which the economic interests of all the workers - of 
the working class - are identical, the conception according to which 
it is enough for workers to take in hand the defence of their own 
interests and the interests of the whole proletariat will be at the 
same time defended against capitalism. I suggest that the reality is 
quite different. Like the bourgeoisie, like everyone else, the workers 
are subject to the law of universal competition which derives from 
the existence of government and private property and which will 
only disappear when they are extinguished. Thus in the true sense 
of the word there are no classes because there are no class inter- 
ests.” 

Could it be that Malatesta has been reincarnated in the form of 
John Major? John Major says we have a classless society. I’m learn- 
ing every day. Some workers may be consoled to know that all are 
equal but some are more equal than others a la Orwell. If, as 
Malatesta states, workers are subject to the law of universal compe- 
tition, how shall we manage to travel from a competitive society to a 
cooperative society? Co-operation must prevail, at least in pockets 
within the framework of capitalist society, and essentially must be 
inflated before capitalism and its protector can be extinguished. 

Again I say to the Jock Tamsons, the Henry Dubbs and Jimmy 
Higgins, treat the intellectuals as they should be treated: with sub- 
sidiary importance. You, my comrades of the proles, are the back- 
bone of any potential revolutionary situation. 

Space limitations restricts any further comments I would wish to 
make on some of Malatesta’s contradictory and unwarranted critique 
of syndicalism. Allow me then to play hunch-cuddy-hunch and leap- 
frog into our own contemporary period. 

Bookchin, one of our contemporary intellectuals, in his enthusi- 
asm for his pet subject, ecology, is confused as many others are about. 
syndicalism. He misrepresents the situation by putting the cart be- 
fore the horse. He condemns syndicalists for advocating organisa- 
tion in the factories, thereby assisting in dehumanising the worker. 
How naive can one get? Production in factories is oriented primarily 
towards the enhancement of profits and only secondarily for con- 
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therefore the social relations resulting from 
the capitalist mode of production which ee people. How 
does Bookchin propose to humanise people if he does not recognise 
the need for organisation in the factories wy workshops. How does 
he propose to expropriate the expropriators? The syndicalists advo- 
cate organisation at the point of production with a view to appropri- 
ating ownership and control of the means whereby we live. In doing 
this people will be liberated from their drudgery and inhumane con. 
ditioning. Whilst the Bookchins are thinking about means to im- 
prove the quality of life the industrial workers will be doing just that 
in practice. By their ingenuity and the exercise of their mental and 
physical labour power, the worker can convert munitions factories 
into wind generator factories, smaller factories of the future, of course, 
amid garden cities. Water can be harnessed to propel turbines to 
generate electricity. There are many sources of energy from the sea 
and the solar regions which can be utilised by industrial workers 
when their labour power is applied to them, enhancing our quality of 
life, eliminating pollution, whilst the Bookchins are still riding their 
hobby-horse. 

In my view it is in your interest to link yourself with others for 
mutual benefit. You desire freedom, but not to be free from every- 
thing. You want to be free from some things and to be free to have 
what your competence can give you, such as a loved one. Free access 
to the means of life furnishes you with the many things you desire. 
To empower you to achieve this you require association. Mutual aid 
and self-interest when dovetailed offer the best guarantee of a loftier 
and more elevated evolution of human society. Self-interest is the 
best guarantee to retain individual and group autonomy. To my mind 
syndicalism is the primary force which will achieve free access to the 
means of life. 


sumption needs. It is 


Iconoclast 


Further reading 

Syndicalism by Tom Brown (£3.95) 

Anarcho-Syndicalism by R. Rocker (£2.50) 
Anarcho-Syndicalism in Puerto Real by Pepe Gomez (£1.00) 
History of the FAI by C. Gomez Casas (£10.95) 

All available from Freedom Press Bookshop. 
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Timeline 


2009 

23rd February 
8th March 
25th March 
18th June 
22nd June 
24th June 
29th June 
July 

8th July 


19th July 
3rd-10th August 
6th August 

7th August 

10th August 


15th September 


During this period there were so many digger diving actions that a lot of 


22nd September 
5th October 

6th October 

8th October 
13th October 
20th October 
26th October 
27th October 


31st October 
31st Oct-1st Nov 
2nd November 
3rd November 
10th November 
20th November 
21st November 
28thNov-1st Dec 
29th November 
30th November 
1st December 
7th December 
12th December 
16th December 


18th December 
25th December 


2008 


December 
pouaieer Ravenstrut 


near Mainshill 


her coal terminal 


Digger Diving stops work at Rosewell Open Cast site, Midlothian 


Mainshill Banner Drop we 
k at Muir Dean Open cast site, 


Digger Diving stops wor . 
Mainshill Solidarity Camp occupation ee re 


Drilling workers try to come on to site bu 
Eviction papers served on site 
Eviction order granted 

Daily blockading of the logging access 
Scottish Coal, APEX drilling and police break b: 
held on site since the occupation started , 
Community Picnic & 1 month occupation celebration 
Climate Camp Scotland held on site E 
Glentaggart Open Cast Coal Mine conveyor belt sabotage 

Picnic, garden games and banners at Lord Home’ country house sone 
Coal dumped at South Lanarkshire Council Headquarters & protest to expos 
conflict of interests of local councillors 

Work restarts felling trees 


Fife 


ss road for 3 weeks : 
arricades on site to re 


the smaller ones weren't reported 


Drilling rig occupied for 6 hours at Mainshill 
Lock-on Blockade at Ravenstruther coal terminal 


Harvester stopped 

3 harvesters sabotaged & machinery stopped from working through the night 
Skyraft (platform suspended between trees) blockade stops work for 8 hours 
2 Drilling Rigs and 3 tree felling vehicles sabotaged 

Barricades and lock-ons on access road stop work for 7 hours 

2 people lock on to Harvester (one of them escapes from the police before being 
formally arrested, haha!) 

Machinery sabotaged including drilling rig 

Gathering including a community walk around site and workshops 
Harvester locked-onto 

Apex Offices in Wales sabotaged in solidarity with Mainshill Camp 
Harvester locked onto 

National Eviction Team visit, taking photos of defences 

2 Bailiffs visit and try to rip walls off the bunker above the tunnel 

Gathering, mostly spent working on defences 

Lord Home & guests’ tyres deflated outside his house 

Harvester stopped 

Harvester stopped 

Drilling Rig sabotaged 

Felled plantation trees are given away as Xmas trees to locals 

Raeburn Contractors and Ian Fleming (site manager) come to the camp, stupidly 


leaving their vehicles at the gate; windows get smashed, tyres are deflated and a bucket 


of compost is thrown over them 


6 Month occupation party 
4 machines sabotaged at Broken Cross Open Cast Coal Mine 


trieve machinery 


2010 


Early January 13 machines sabotaged at Poniel Open Cast Coal Mine 
13th January Drilling rig sabotaged 
23rd-26th Jan Pre eviction gathering 


25th January 
Eviction of the Mainshill Solidarity Camp begins 


Day One 


Communal taken down, boom box bunker evicted, three people are taken out of the fort, four people 
removed from the tunnel bunker, and three people put up a wicked fight in treehouses and walkways 


around the buckfast communal area 


Day Two 


Tunnel team get through the first door of tunnel and remove one person, two people evicted from the 
crows nest at the top of the fort, and three people are evicted from the small camp up at cable gate 


Day Three 


Treehouse near the top of site evicted, net and sky raft at water gate get taken down and 3 people removed. 


Two more people evicted from tunnel but eviction team keep digging it out in order to find “Silent Dave’ 
Eviction starts at the camp at the Sycamores, one person is evicted and the rest are left there overnight. 


Ewok Village is discovered. Ravenstruther Rail Terminal is shut down for the 3rd time 


Day Four 
The Sycamores and The Ewok Village are evicted. 


Day Five 
“The Wild Man of the woods” aka Rambo is discovered in one of the plantations and arrested. Also one 
person is arrested for taking pictures on site. Eviction team finish clearing site and leave. 


8th April First eviction arrestees in court 


12th April Two Caterpillar DOT's and a 170 tonne face scrapping earth mover, an OKK RH90 sabotaged 
at Mainshill 


There are 45 court cases for the Mainshill eviction going on till June and possibly longer. 


Y “That wood was taken away from those people and some of 


le lived. 
‘ood wo ae «her things that I don't know about. But they all lost their home in 


One day there was a wood 
them cried, some went quiet, s 
the wood. 

all over the world. Many times the people resisted 
without questioning the people would ae 


eople have lived, 
think they gave their lives? What were th, 
y 


This is an old story that millions of people 
firing a wood taken from them and being — Nom 
their lives to defend the wood that gave them li i tab ae bi 


aware of that meant the wood was more import 
jong to is the one thar has been taking and destroying the woods where ona 
nd the need to resist too. But I didn't have a wood; I didn’t know any woods S | 
around me were slowly dying or had been killed already for one of many restau 


I knew only after. I had no before to fight for. 


[earned that the culture I bel 
live. It wasn't long before I fou 
very well and most of the woods 


I could see no contrast between before and after, 


I now know before. 
As I struggled to build a before picture in my mind I read about others who had struggled to understand 
similar things. Having no better idea I listened to their stories. I was sort of sick, sort of blind, sort of brok 
The ideas and visions I'd grown up with, been handed by my culture, my school and my family, were a dae 
that had been given full access to all of me. Just as it claimed full access to the woods where people hunt 
2 Ir 


otherwise, lived. 
wly I picked through these fights and after initial trouble I 


I found endless fights inside my own head. Slo 
I could lay the blame outside of my own head. 


found they were largely nothing to do with me, 


So I looked out at a world whose fabric I loathed. Resistance became a physi ing, s i 
| ura. i a physical thing, something tha 
happen in the'real’ world. The world where the sea is indispensable, where the soils and rivers He aoa f 


But I was overwhelmed. There was so much destruction all around, fields, roads, houses, factories, offi 

They were all full of human people working hard all their lives to destroy more and foaltsy good abate 

idea igs Sa ia mie was happening, or noticing but not acting on it, or in the same position as BS i 
g I don't know about. Where was I to start? There were as many physical fights to pick as there were 


mental ones. 


My bi i i i 

i ee loses sos Saeed a. pee me I picked a fight I wanted to be taken seriously. And maybe 
iS KIC] i 

Be es sue Tin ack Le out of my adopted wood I was part of something that just might 


Th i i 

. sak oy kd iat oe well for those who kicked me out and I’m not happy. I feel dishonest and 

Lael : ey Seg of mine either. I know other things, the sea is being killed a 

hedee een Me body a ale and destroyed on a scale as large as all dry Jand. Rivers are 
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more of the same, more and more and more of ee oo aes  ae 


IT wont run away, I wont hide, I won't climb back inside the w wi the sea doesn't matter. I w ill 
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: The word treehugger comes from India. "In 1733, 
girl embraced a tree to protect it from the 
maharaja's axemen who were about to cut down the 


forest near her village. Unfortunately, the action did }/ 


not stop the axemen. The young girl was killed, along 
with 363 other village tree-huggers, before the 
maharajah relented and granted the villagers the 
right to maintain their own forest resources.” 
The tradition has been continued at least from 
1973. The ’Chipko Andolan’ (the "hugging 
movement’) people stop logging by hugging the 
' trees that are Just about to be cut down. They have 
had some success: a governmental ban on logging 
above 3,300 feet In the Himalayas was Implemented 
after a meeting between Indira Gandhi -the prime 
minister of India at the time- and Sunderlal 
Bahuguna from the Chipko movement. 


\From "The Eco Wars” by David Day - historical 


accounts from the ecological movement. ee 


— 


Before Mainshill... 


It was at an Earth First! Summer Gathering a couple of years ago that the seeds of a 
campaign against new coal in Scotland were sewn. Some people got together for a 
chat about new coal in the UK, where it was and what we could do about it. After 
looking at where all the new open cast mines and power stations were going to be 
the first thing that struck was “fuck me, most of that’s in Scotland”. 


And so Coal Action Scotland was born, later that month, in a social centre in 
Edinburgh. In trying to work out a strategy for confronting this massive expansion 
of the coal industry a number of things became clear. Firstly, a huge amount of 
research had to be done so that we knew what we were dealing with. Secondly, a 
different set of tactics were needed — we were dealing with the UK’s largest open 
cast mining company, a massive power company, some huge coal infrastructure, 
around 13 new mines all going through various stages of the planning process 
simultaneously and some seriously disenfranchised communities, bearing the brunt 
of Scotland's climate change impacts at home. 


On top of this, capacity seemed somewhat low. Despite the fact that the “climate 
change movement” or “radical environmental movement” was growing, it was 
taking some worrying changes in direction towards media/celebrity-based eco- 
activism and turning further away from achieving the kind of social change that 
will be necessary to bring about any kind of revolutionary ecological society. “The 
movement" wasn't really talking about what really affects people, and increasingly 
our politics dealt with abstract carbon-counting, made worse by our obsession with 
the financial crisis. 


We were/are also years away from the kind of movement seen during the anti- 
roads years, the Reclaim the Streets demos or free-party scene that could have and 
did bring about large-scale change. We were kidding ourselves that the movement 
was as strong as ever, when in fact what was happening was that a few campaigns 
were getting very successful at generating media coverage and the radical was 
getting co-opted into the mainstream. Never a good platform for radical change. 


So what did we do? Taking these politics to heart, a one-day, sensational action 
that got reasonably good media coverage. It did turn out, however, to have some 
very positive impacts. For a start, it established the group and the fact that we could 
hit Scottish Coal where it hurts. The action at the Ravenstruther Rail Terminal, the 
pinch-point where all the coal from 4 open cast mines in South Lanarkshire goes 
through, cost over 200,000 pounds, surprising even the people who took part. 

It made a splash in a part of Scotland that has been struggling against open cast 
coal mining for twenty years now, and was timely in that the Mainshill open cast 
Proposals were soon to be approved by the council. It showed both the mining 
company and local communities that we meant business (The Ravenstruther depot 
has now been hit three times!). 
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Preparations for Faking a Site 


Do the Research 

Coal is still a massive part of the UK’s industry and infrastructure, especially in places 
like the Central Belt of Scotland, the North-East of England and parts of Wales. There is 
a huge amount of publicly available information out there, the tricky bit is pulling it all 
together so that it makes sense. Knowing what we're talking about, and through that 
being able to provide a concise, accurate and radical analysis is really important if we're 
going to be taken seriously. 


Pick some sites 
Once you've got a good idea of where the new mines are going to be, pick a few to 
focus on in more depth. 


Which companies are applying? Are they big operators such as Scottish Coal or smaller 
ones? Do they have other infrastructure and mines in the area? If they do, then they're 
probably planning to close a near-by mine and open the new one with machinery and 
personnel from the one closing. Which makes it easy for them to move machinery and 
workforce on site, and will probably be quite fast. What's the timescale for the near-by 
mine that’s closing? The end of coal mining at that mine, and the start of restoration is 
probably a good indicator of when they'll be moving. 


Are there any community campaigns active in the area? Look at articles in local 
newspapers as they're the most likely place to hear about them. Looking through the 
Planning Portal on council websites will sometimes have documents such as letters of 
objection or consultation from local action groups, that may have contact details for 
community activists. Community Councils are also a good bet — generally, if they’re 
representing the community, they are against new open cast mines and will say so at 
Planning hearings and on their websites. Calling or emailing Community Councils for 
contact details of local activists is usually a good idea. 


Mines going through the planning process will have a number of documents 
associated with them that will give you lots and lots of information about the project. 
There's the Non-Technical Summary, the Scoping Report and the Environmental Impact 
Assessment. Unfortunately, all this information will be available through the consultant 
(usually RPS or Entec in Scotland) paid by the mining company to compile the reports. 
Most of the time these people are ecological box-tickers who swear that there’s no 
wildlife of any particular importance on site, and will deny any adverse heath impacts 
for people living locally. 


Some sites will be more strategically important than others depending on their size, 
level of community objection, the area and the company involved. 


TJalk to the locals and offer your support 

Once you have contacts for people locally active against new mines, offer your help. 
Often we assume that because we're anarchists and think about politics all the time we 
know best. Usually, we don’t. Especially if its the intricacies of the politics of a council 
ward somewhere we don't live. Every area has its own set of lying councillors, spineless 
MSPs and corrupt MPs. Community activists often know a huge amount about how 
decisions get made in an area, and who the key players are. 


much more effective than bowling up talking 


secretive and not liaising with the community 
onest about your motives. 


Offering support toa community will be 
about occupying a site, or indeed being 
first. Call people up for a chat, introduce yourself and be h 


Many community campaigns focus only on the legal process, or pin their hopes on stop- 


ping a project at the planning stage. They know better than anyone the shoe cor- 
ruption at local council level but many community groups will want to aac jausted 
all the legal options before supporting an occupation — although you may isagree 
with leaving direct action until all else has failed, be sensitive to this. As trust is built up 
with the communities, hopefully direct action won't just be secn as a last resort to be 
taken by intrepid eco-activists, but as an integral part of a campaign and an expression 
of the communities right to self-determination. : 

Set up liaison meetings with community activists in the run up to occupying a site. How 
much support for a protest site would come from the community? Does the community 
think an occupation would be strategic and effective? Work out how much capacity 
the community has to support the site, such as by bringing food, filling water butts, etc. 
Maybe they could have a newsletter from the local campaign ready to be distributed 
locally once the site is occupied.. Having these things worked out before you take site 
will make the first few weeks much easier, and will mean that the site starts off with a 
good working relationship with local communities. Small actions such as banner drops 
at proposed sites can help to let the operators know you're watching and the commu- 
nity know you support them. 


Understand the situation, get your head around the planning process 
How imminent is the start of work on your chosen site? What stage in the planning 
process is the project? More often than not, community activists will be very clued up 
on the status of the planning application. 


Its important to know where your opencast mine is in the process to work out what can 
be done about it. If you’re trying to delay the planning process, different tactics will be 
appropriate for different stages, especially if you're trying to help out a local campaign. 
Time scales can also be worked out — for example, say a mine goes to committee 
hearing in one month, and is likely to be accepted. It'll be under consideration of the 
Scottish Government for at least one month, and take some two months for the section 
75 to be signed. Therefore it'll be a rough estimate of four months before work can 
start on the site, considering planing-related factors only. There will of course be other 
factors to consider, such as how soon the mining company wants to move in. Some 
operators have clusters of mines in an area (such as Scottish Coal in South Lanarkshire) 
and move machinery and workforce from one mine to the other, timing it such that 
one mine finishes producing coal as another one starts. This is profitable as coal is 
always being produced and the workforce is always being used — new workers don't 
need to be taken on. Some mines, however, get planning approval years before the 
operator intends to start working. Community activists will be by far the most likely 
people to understand the above factors for any particular mine. 


Get Your Shit Jogether 

Once you're pretty sure you want to occupy a site and have a rough timescale in mind, 
start getting everything together that you'll need to occupy it. This will include getting 
together equipment, funding, people and publicity. 


Pick Your Moment 
Picking the right time to occupy a site is one of the hardest things to do, and depends 


on what you're aiming for. If you want to cost the operator money, occupying just 
before work is due to start is ideal, but working out exactly when this will be is tricky. 
Maybe you want to stand a better chance of actually stopping the proposal in the 
planning stage, in which case occupying it before permission has been granted might 
be a good idea (but again careful communication with locals beforehand is advised). 

In terms of Mainshill, half by good research and half by good luck, the site was taken 

at exactly the right time, which meant that for all 7 months of the occupation, we were 
stopping or slowing work, and costing the greedy bastards money. There are a number 
of things you can do to work out when to occupy... 


Felling Licenses 

if there are trees on site that aren't being retained, especially commercial plantation, 
the operator may need a felling licence to cut them down. However, the Planning 

Act supersedes the Forestry Act, meaning that any felling involved in an approved 
planning application doesn't need a felling licence. But since the whole operation 

is about making money, its possible that commercial forestry will be felled before 
planning has been given final approval, in which case a felling licence is needed. 
Felling licences are publicly available, by calling up the Forestry Commission or using 
the Land Information Search. Ask them if there are any licences for a particular area, 
e.g. Mainshill ood. If there are, they should tell you how many there are, the number 
of trees, when the licence was granted, the grid reference of the area and who 
applied for the licence. This should also tell you if the felling is just routine commercial 
harvesting and unrelated to the mine, or something more sinister such as the total 
clear-felling of a wood. Felling trees is usually the first thing that happens ona site, so 
licences (or trees being cut down) are a good indicator of when work will be starting. 


“Watch the Site 

By the time it comes to occupying it, you should be very familiar with its layout, know 
which areas to occupy first and which access routes need barricading and defending. 
Once you're familiar with the site, going in and searching for changes, machinery, 
etc. should be easy. If trees start coming down, or drilling rigs, portacabins, etc. start 
moving in, it’s time to make a move. 


BAL ove bad 
buddies. 
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From 


SITE) TOURISM 


| first went to Mainshill for the Scottish Climate Camp in August 2009. I'd never been 
to a protest site before, but for a while I'd been wanting to live in a tree. At first 
| found the site quite intimidating. The communal in the evening was packed with 
people, in the pitch black, everyone seemed to know everyone else and would chatter 
away. We were in the middle of nowhere and there was nowhere else to go apart 
from the toilet! Also most people who live on a tree site | have found to be muddy, 
can stay warm in the cold and climb trees, off the bus steps me with my clean shoes, 
still cold with five layers on and | develop an incredible sense of doom when | am 6 
foot off the ground. 


| wanted to support the solidarity camp because | think its doing the right thing, 
getting in there and fucking shit up in solidarity with communities already getting 
done in. | have done loads of blockades in the past couple of years and whilst | don’t 
think its a redundant tactic | think far too much emphasis is placed on it within 
direct action campaigns at the moment. If we are going to build communities that 
can stop or survive climate chaos we need to up our game. Sites like Mainshill are 
making that step. 


| read a couple of books, one called Copse, the other Road Raging (get your local 
library to stock them then others will read them too!) all about UK direct action 
protest sites in the 90's against road building. | wondered why no one was using the 
tactic any more after it had been so successful. Thatcher 

had wanted to build £25,000,000,000 worth of roads 

but after the uproar and expense caused by people 

taking to the trees in defence of the countryside and 

planet the road budget was dropped to £3 billion. Site 

occupations are the best action tactic | can take to 

bring down any number of high carbon industries. 


| don’t like heights and heights don't like me but | wanted 
to learn how to climb a tree at Mainshill. Someone who 
lived on site lent me a harness and spent two hours 
showing me how to climb safely. Within one afternoon 
| was amongst the tall sycamore trees at the top of the 
field stepping out in the middle of two trees on a rope 
walk 60 feet up. 


I'm already looking forward to the next sites. 
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eee. ie Whet's oa Bender ? 


A Bender is a structure commen! used 
on protest sites aut Feoppiced wood. 
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Inside the Mainshill 


start questioning our learned behaviours. 

We want to challenge how we have been 
socialized, how we relate to each other and act. 
We need to work towards acting in ways that are 
respectful and build a community of trust and support. 
We have to start with our own revolution, change 
ourselves and create the world we want to live in. 


A safer space is a dream and a vision of safety, of 
what it could be like to feel supported, to feel 
autonomous, to feel comfortable, to feel free and most of 
all to feel safer. We say safer spaces rather then safe 
space in recognition that no space can always be safe 
for everyone. 


Wo make a safer spaces agreement or policy, as many 
people involved in the space as possible should be part 
of formulating it. Bo it reflects the dreams, desires, 
thoughts and language of the people in that space. 
AL safer space respects all of our experiences, our fears 
our pains and our stories. 

In a safer space we can challenge and explore our 
privileges and work towards a world without 
oppression, assault, marginalisation and inequality. 


> ‘Together we want to relearn how we interact and think, 


so that we can live our dreams and desires. 
B : 
fe 


Matnabrlt Prison 
i BR t ues [Johnny Cash Subversion] 


G . 
The Eviction Team are coming 


They're rolling round the bend ; 
And aint seen a shower since TI don't know when 


C . 
I'm stuck in Mainshill prison 


And time keeps aneggin on 


But those bailiffs keep 4 coming 


Coming to take my home 

G 

When I was just a wee Lass 
My mother told me, “Hen, 


Always be a good girl, dinnae get in trouble, ya ken?” 
G 


C . 
But I ended up protesting against a dirty coal mine 
) 


Now this activism bullshit 
Is taking all my time 
G 


Lord Home's probably sitting in a fancy dining room 
He's probably eating caviar and reeking of perfume 


But that fucker's got it coming 
If he wants tae mine here 

D 
We're gonna open cast his garden 


G 
And have a shit pit there 


Well if they free me from this prison 
If they evict me from this site 
We're gonna get the bailiffs 
And cover them in shite 
Cos they know they've got it coming 
They know us all by name 

D 


They think that we're the wronguns 


But they're the ones tae blame. 
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I'M. STANDING ATTHE dirt track crossroads. yust olbeve 
ho 


muddy puddie whore nis lockon us 
; boda scar. 
SiLEWNG Hrowo Uko a : ‘ & Erougrt 


( Fi aie & soliclo.riby in ona messy 
bal of REAL URE. | could already Pool muy Strength 
& rage grow as [| became More connectea to my 
New home, which mada it mpossib a. for anytung 
Uke peor of excessive rotiondusahon bo persuade mo 
Nnc& to s & Age . 

A sense ene es always bean mpotant fo mo. 
| really believe trot at last Some people in owr 
communibes nood solid, Secu bases to draw Strength 
Crom & rechasge in, in order fo sustoan real achvism. 
So Mainshill was a bik of a reyelahon tp ma. IE was 
Only as secure as cur bodies, as Salicl as Whak we 
Could haw wb trees, but in Some ways c& felk more 
Uilee home than any house ever had. Because | 
knew how it was bul, because Io Hed Hose 
lashings mysap , because making Ho Scana of dastru- 
chon My home Alled ma with a cleoper Kind of rage 
that was quickly converted fo dopant energy. 
Because Hhere was no guilk oyer machon or guilt 
over my nee Por securty- becuse LPe was achon & | 
Pound Security in the shrength we builk logetnar ouk 
of our rage & datermunahon & acho. 
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| had never really done any proper ‘actions’ before hae Hi 
I'd lived on a protest site before but there was _ Sect ed and 
no work happening on site so Mainshill was totally al : ie g one 
month we were getting up at 6am every week day to stop lor at 
least it felt like it]. It was on one of these freezing, gloomy mornings that | 


took part in my first accountable action. 


The day before we had spent almost entirely at the top of site building a 
large barricade made out of felled trees that the contractors had stupidly 
left us to play with. It rained all day but we worked through it, with some 
people standing on the huge pile of logs and levering them into place 
and others waiting down below to set them into the structure. It was 
pretty knackering but at the end of it | think we all felt like we’d achieved 
something and worked really well together. 


The next morning after what felt like 20 minutes sleep, lots of strong 
coffee and a huge pot of porridge [yuck, make mine a cheese toastiel], 
we walked up the hill to wait for the workers to arrive. We had built what 
we called ‘the dodgy boxes’ which was basically one big square of logs 
where | was to sit with a lock on and lots of other logs tied and cut to fit 
into the box so that the contractors wouldn't be able to move any vehicles 
around it. 


The workers arrived at about 7.30am driving a big log collector into 
view. Several of my friends ran up to stop it and there was a lot of head 
scratching for a few minutes before he turned around and left. The police 
arrived about half an hour to an hour later and had a look around, 

one self important sergant jumping all over the precarious structure | 

was sitting in and attempting to cut me out of my lock on with a pen 
knife! Somewhere in all the fray they had decided that another structure 
that had been on the site for a while was suddenly in the way of their 
machines [despite the fact that they had manoeuvred around it easily 


earlier in the day] and they wanted to knock it down too. The person who 
lived in it quickly jumped in and locked on as V Division [cops who deal 
with lock ons and stuff] were called to get us out. 


By now everyone who was there to support the action had been moved 
further away. | think the cops like to do this so they can ask you stupid 
questions and try to bore you enough so they can just arrest you without 
actually having to do any of the work of getting you out of your lock on. 


V Division pretty much thought that they were some sort of weird version 
of the A Team. They were all about banter and liked to joke about how 

| might ‘lose an arm’ for some weird reason but generally | found them 
okay. They just wanted to use as many tools in their kit as possible and 
that was the aim of the game for us too. The lock on | was using was 
one that had been donated to site so | had hardly any idea of what the 
individual layers were so it was quite exciting watching them cut through 
them all, fighting against the safety blanket they kept trying to cover my 
face with. 


They finished at about 12 and then | had to get out of the box. | felt pretty 
stupid for just crawling out myself but at the time | felt scared with their 
threats of dragging me out. As | was walking off towards the police van 
it did cross my mind to just run [they hadn’t even handcuffed me] but it 
would’ve made living on site harder as the police were an almost daily 
presence at the time. Anyway, | was hungry and tired by this point and 
couldn’t wait for a night in a warm cell! 


Unfortunately it wasn’t as good as all that because when the Chuckle 
Brothers [CID] came fo interview me | forgot that everything they say is 
lies and really thought they were going to remand me if | didn’t give an 
address. | gave them one when | didn’t have to which again | felt stupid 
about but it was a good learning experience. 


Court the next day was about as interesting as can be expected. They 
made me wait for ages in the holding cells, before and after but it was 
great to get out and go straight back to site again, knowing full well that 
they could do nothing about it. 
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i ite, near the end of August. 
inshill, about two months into the site, 
Sa aa Luckily I'd missed most of the midgy season, 


I didn’t know how long I was staying, but I was thinking about a ; ae: 
Most of the big trees close to site already had houses in them; I started to look further a 
field. ; 
I'd arrived the same day as an old friend of mine, it had been = que 
wed spent a decent amount of time on site together, and we t sy 
would be nice to start a project here. We'd built lots of treehouses before; we 
wanted to do something new. 


We spent our first days there walking around site, looking at the land, making a plan. 


Mainshill was covered in Sitka Spruce (Picea Sitchensis) plantation. We thought about 
the idea of building something deep inside one of the plantations, using the densely 
from the police and eviction team, the trees’ spiky needles, 


packed together trees to hide J 
would be our advantage, it created a natural defence 


and the plantation’s darkness, 
around us. 

We started that day. The plan was to create a network of wooden walkways, made out 
of felled plantation trees, connecting a number of treehouses together. We wanted to try 
out using wooden walkways as opposed to the regular ones that are made with rope, we 
thought that they might be more effective, because we could get across them quicker. 


After my friend left to go home to 
England, I struggled to find any- 
one to help me with what we had 
called “The Ewok Village’. No one 
wanted to climb those trees, they 
were so spiky! My hands would 
bleed almost every time I climbed 
one. There were so many little 
branches on the trees; you really 
had to force your body through 


the layers of them, as you climbed 
This is how we did this. the tiee. 


— = wooden beam 


That day we started 
@ = tree 


making a structure 
to build a treehouse 
on top of. We were 
worried about the 
ability of the small 
spruce trees to hold 
up a treehouse, so 
we spread the weight 
between eight trees. 


In the meantime, I finished off my trechouse. It was good to have a home and a comfy 
bed at Mainshill, after spending the three months of summer living in a tent. é 


I'd always hated plantations. They were dark. Nothing lived there. ‘They were a cash 

crop. ‘The forestry commission had destroyed so much ancient woodland in Scotland to 
grow pine plantations. But over time, | fell in love with the plantation at Mainshill. It 

was surreal to live in there for so long, the five months that it was in the end. I'd get lost 
on the way to bed; in the dark, there was nothing to see to get my bearings: td elie 
around in the plantation, back hunched because you couldn't even stand up in there, for 
up to thirty minutes, trying to find my trechouse. | often found myself back at the te-pit 
where I’d started at, or sometimes even on completely the other side of the plantation, out 
ina clearing, wondering how | got there. / 


I got to know all the trees, I saw the big rotten ue stumps from the plantation that had 
been and gone before this one had even been planted. 1 found my way through the dense 
trees for a while by using patches of mushrooms that were growing. | saw them when 
they were small, and | saw them as they were decomposing, watching their development 
every day. heard deer running around sometimes in the night. We saw robins; they were 
the only animal life we actually saw in there, apart from once | thought I saw a bird that 
I couldn’ identily. There was a strange creature that would come into my trechouse, and 
also into one of the tents on the ground, it had luminous green poo, and seemed to like 
to eat the packaging of food, but not the food itself, We called it the plantation monster. 


It was mad being at the top of the trees; it looked like a 3D christmas tree land. | used 

to clip on near the top with my harness and swing back and forth in the tree. Over time 
| grew to trust how much those small trees could take my weight, more and more. I saw 
the change of the seasons, all the other trees were losing their leaves but the evergreen 
Sitka Spruces kept their spiky green needles all year round. And when it snowed it 

was so, so beautiful. It felt like Narnia, being in that forest. The paths we made were 
unrecognisable, as spruce branches heavy with snow blocked our way. The whole site was 
covered in snow for almost a month, people joked that we were due another ice age. I 
worried that che spruce trees wouldn't be able to take it; their branches drooped down as 
they had about half'a metre of snow piled up on top of them. 


People commented that plantation wasn't worth saving, I think thar the small amount of 
eco-system that existed inside those woods is much more important for our environment 
than an open cast coal mine. 


During September, more work started to prepare Mainshill for the open cast. The 
plantation was fast disappearing as Scottish Woodlands moved in, felling it with a big tree 
harvester. We were pretty occupied for the next ewo months, doing as many actions as we 
possibly could to stop them. Working on defences got completely put to one side, until 
one day in November when the eviction team came to site. There were only three of us 
awake on site when they turned up. 


eople working, building a bunker tower 
I worked on that for a bit, but as more 
d started to wander to the Ewok 


We put our a call our and soon site was full of p 
on top of the only tunnel which hadn't flooded. c 
enthusiastic people turned up to help with it, my min: 
village. 


Ic had been over two months since I'd done any work in there. Some days I'd thought 


about how I could possibly pull up a ae ‘ath pid Pia RS se hi a Ds SR 
eviction scare, everyone wanted to work on defences, a ; : : ae 
plantation. This is when the Ewok village really started to feel like a village. We became Pe =) 


‘Team Ewok’. Before I had felt a little isolated being alone in the plantation, so far away @ =< 
from everyone else. Now it seemed like it was our own little hide out. » 
We all worked so hard during that period. I came close to crashing. There were times 
when I so wanted to get out of bed in the morning to get on with working, but my body 
was so physically tired that I wasn't able to move. All the hard work paid off, as our village 
was completed. In the end we had three treehouses and had connected 40 trees together 
with wooden walkways. Our idea was that once eviction started, wed completely hide out 
in the plantation, wed left no traces of ourselves on the ground, picking up every last bit 
of polyprop rope, disguising our treehouses with spruce branches. We hoped that we'd be 
able to stay hidden until the climbing team had left, meaning they'd have to travel all the 
way back up to Scotland once we revealed our location. 


Our defences were not our treehouses. We had other plans up our sleeves. 


I was to go in what we called; “The Death Worm’. It was a piece of plastic 

gas piping, just big enough for me to lie in, with solid doors at both ends, suspended 
about 20ft in the air between six spruce trees. One door was a bin lid which I would lock 
on to by my neck with a D-lock, the other was a bicycle wheel, with lots of broken glass 
and sharp pieces of can woven into it, it looked impenetrable! 
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There was also the mono-pole. We cut down a spruce tree, and hauled it up another one. 
The trunk of the mono-pole was thicker than the tree it was in, and taller than it too. We 
made a wee net for a seat for someone to sit in up there. It was high enough that the tree 
wouldn't be able to support the weight of two people. 


< 
y 
vy 


During that time I became pretty obsessed with the Ewok Village. I couldn't really think 
of anything else. I was spending almost all of my time in that plantation. Looking back 
on it, I think it might have been a way I could take my mind off the fact we were soon 
going to be evicted from the protest site I had grown to love. 


The Sunday before eviction really felt like it was it. I was trying to enjoy the last hours I 
had at Mainshill, whilst it was still a free space, I went for a walk in the field where the 


Sycamore trees are, remembering the two weeks I'd camped there when I first arrived. I 
looked at the stars and the moon and realised it was over. 


, 
, lanned so much about eviction. In the end, we werent Prepared for the 
ed oy The same day eviction started, the forestry commission moved 
pep: fa a sartly of plantation. We panicked at first, thinking weld have tp 
japan an aa filled with paranoia and spoke in hushed voices in order tg 
eee ‘ a to calm our nerves; we went on night time missions seekin 
oa i iba fling calculating how much time we had before they would ae 

where the) , : 

dogs trees that we had walkways in. 
On the third eviction day, we were woken up bya text saying 
that a team of bailiffs was headed into the plantation. Still in 
bed, and naked; we struggled to get dressed fast and make our 
way out of the base trechouse, running along the walkways to 
the death worm, where we all gathered and feared our discovery 
The bailiffs found the fake bunker we made; we could hear ee 
talking and the noise of the tarpaulin being ripped from its roof, 
We'd been caught. But to our surprise, even though they were 
about 10 metres away from one of our treehouses, they didn’t 


find us! Not, yet. 


That night the bulldozers and the chainsaws got closer, A police 
helicopter flew over and circled directly above our heads. Sure, 
we were seen now. We blew our whistles and called the support, 
but the eviction team refused to believe there was anyone in the 
woods and kept going. Eventually, they turned off the machine 
and heard us. It was hilarious hearing them come in, trying to 
find us, the sun was going down, and the bailiffs were annoyed 
they couldn't see anything. They said they'd be back for us 


tomorrow. 


We got evicted the next day. 

| was inside the death worm, I was quite scared, not being able 
to see anything that was going on outside. | felt like I was in 
such a compromising position. I was really putting my life in 
the hands of the eviction team. It wasn’t a situation I could be 
aggressive in, but I found reassurance in the fact that I'd been 
taken out by the same climbers before and that I seem to have 
some kind of understanding with them. 


As I was dragged out, staring up at the sky, realising these were 
my last moments at Mainshill, I saw Martin Leyshon, our 
nemesis, and head of the eviction team, a smile came to meas I 
noticed his face covered in scratches from the spruce needles of 
the plantation. 


It didn’t go exctly to plan but we still felt like we got one up on 
them. These are experiences to be learnt from. 
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Ew [re 
Through the trees, | can hear your Screams and cries 


And tho’ we Tell them you're in there, they Say that it's all \ies 
This is the place, where | Saw tracks of deer in thé Snow 


Aud the’ | hadn't been here long, Somehors it felt like home 


Chovus- C - 
The bulldozers ave getting closer 
And | cont make them stop 
One by one they bring us down 
Ouk Grom the Tees and on to The ground 


\ But they Came in the ends with Weie climbets and 
\ Cutting teams 

And now | cry about the woods, since they 

only exist in Afeaws 


Aw ee — 
| it's time, to SAY goodbye fo Mainshill 
ached on Forevel, | wish it were 


forest Grill 


Its trees Stee 


G Ew 
The bulldozers are getting closer 


And | cant make them stop 
Now they Fear out houses down 


The trees lie uprooted all around. 


Mainshill was the first time I've lived on the same bit of land, outside. through the 
seasons. It was really grounding to see the changes in the land. I don’t think I'vé ever 
felt the scasons so much. I think it was most noticeable, not in the woods, but in the 
field. Previously a barley field, it had been left asa selfseeding meadow for a year, and 
se the sycamore trees from the Whisky camp. 
he morning after site-take J remember watching sunrise above the field while 

Thungina larch finishing the ts Hi ie a acne ts me ee oe 
discovered by workers, I ran through the waist high grass disturbing pheasants as I 
si pe Lambrint gate to support people there. When I built my first treehouse we 
ae ee through the field, avoiding the giant chides 
massive game of ultimate frisbee ey 4 . : as es Seen tae Ae padre hae . 

z a f dusk (my team won). One day in the summer me 


and some others started (and s 
ae A started ( and subsequently abandoned) our first drop-shatt at the top 
(lost my favourite pair of padded gloves too!) 


When my trechouse was buile would walk through the field to bed every night, 
and back every morning. Since there Were no defences in the field, no work to do 
there, all I would do is walk through it. I did alot of thinking walking through that 
field. The path was the perfect length for a mid-afternoon ponder. Itwas also a 
great place to get peace ans QuIEG When more pec »ple moved into the sycamores we 
‘vould walk together and chat in the field before climbing to bed. 

In August the fewe seeded and Went golden and brittle. It would change colour 
in the light, and swoosh in the breeze. Climate Camp came and in the space of a few 
weeks a community of people from across the U K set up a village, stayed, and then 
Jeft. I remember returning to the field after being in Edinburgh post Climate Camp 
and sitting in what had been the medics tent, with the five other people on site 
drinking Blackthorn and watching “Cannibal The Musical” on a laptop. : 

It rained non-stop of weeks and the field became a marsh to be navigated with 
care. Winter came and the vegetation totally died back. Our path to the sycamores 
became a metre wide mud slide. When it started to get truly cold the grass would 
be coated in a layer of silver'and crystal frost, which would crunch under foot on the 
walk to-bed. It would shimmer in the bright moonlight. One morning in November 
I woke up and looked out the door of the treehouse at the field totally coated in 
snow. I was the first to walk through it and left a single set of footprints. That night 
on the walk to bed I startled six or seven deer in the field. They bounded through 
the field, right in front of me, lit up by the moon bouncing off the snow, making 
almost no sound. 

Just before Christmas during one of the gatherings a meteor storm drew us 
from the warm, light comfortable communal to stand in the field. Some nutters 
made frost angels on the ground but most of us stood cuddling for warmth and 
sharing the few cans of beer we had while craning our necks to look at the stars. 
Every time a meteor would streak across the sky leaving white, purple or green 

‘ails, we would all woop and cheer. After a while we went to bed, but we could 
hear the woops long into the night. People must have stayed in the freezing cold 
watching the sky for hours. 

The night before the eviction started we walked to bed from the communal for _ 
the last time. We stood half way up it and reminisced about the last seven months of 
the site. The field played such a large part of my time at that camp, and I hardly ever 
noticed it. The last seven months of that ficld flicked through my mind. 

During the eviction, while we could still come down from our trees at night, 
we sat in the field huddled round the fire and chatted with our dwindling numbers, 
drinking beer and waiting for the bailiffs to eventually come. When they did. 
scattering the remaining deer who had been feeding in the forest, nowhere else to 
go, | was taken, handcuffed, tired and bruised, and marched through the field to 
awaiting landrover. As I was driven away, leaving that field for the very last tie, 
agiant bulldozer started ripping the top soilup. The fertile, diverse meadow was 
stripped right in front of me for the coal underneath. 
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ack tomorrow once we've ya court 
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But we'll be b 
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Are we getting through to you? _ 
oa swan around in hi vis thinkin that you're the man 


Fighting against people you ie understand Am C G 


Am 
You follow orders you obey the law 


G , 
but do you think about what you're doing at all? 


Am C 
They say they'll put us on remand 
G 


But you've got no right to this land 


Am C G 
Are we getting, are we getting through? 


CH 
Am C G 
It's not just a game to us but if it was 


Am 
you know that we'd be winning 
G 
it's not a game 
Am C G 


It's not just a game to us but if it was 


oe know that we'd be winning 


it's not just a game 


Am 
fon bought off the council and the MPs 


but you can't buy the community 


Am Cc 

Are we getting through to you? 
Am Cc 

I believe in something more 


G 
Than profit for the rich, jobs for the poor 
Cc 


Am 
How can you think that corporate greed 


Is worth more than the air that we breathe? 
a coal's unsustainable energy 

ie we can't survive on electricity 

re we getting, are we ruses through? 
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Now That You*re gone L 


[Freda Payne Subversion] 
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Now that you're gone 

ALL that's left is a dirty hole 

All that's left is this truck of coal 
You're sack of gold 

And a memory ° 

Of what once Gatac 


D G 
A badger sett, some bats and deer 


s of a Thursday night 
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Carrying tat and shining lights 
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We took site int 


The policemen came 
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IWS we shout? 
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They told us that we were 
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“Contributing to ¢ 


1 out into the freezing cold 


You took me from the tunne 


Into the police van on my own 


The cuffs were on 


Because we're sitti 
1§ the only place 


Here you! Ie Yo 
‘lL come clown ! 
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You charged me with breach of the peace 


¢ 


ful 


Dowrj. 


are, about 


for most o¢ the 
@viction | was coddted 
in the Soft blue dome 


Ne 
Because th 


Life, about I ving 


iS ig our 


MON Coal Seam because this 
to be 


u 


| 


t 


the only thi 


lean do, 


uys do a human 


g we hated them: For a faugh. 
human. Te als them leave 
QGecavsSe ist was all 


[aggravated tresspass] 


G 


D 
I was well bored till I got released 


I wait in the silence of my lonely cell 


The judge as well 
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got bailed 


D 
When she said that I 
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Wednesday, 1pm... 


Part One 
Eviction started Monday morning 8ish. We watched from a distance as othe 
were evicted andi were hep — date by support people through texts, We did f 
see any eviction team or police for ages and we got lots of support, viition a : 
skipped food. I had two evenings on site during eviction. I spent time on the 
ground each night, hanging out around a fire and eating hot food. During the 
evenings we were able to walk around site as long as we didn't go too close to the 
tunnel team or the front of site. When cable gate had been evicted we managed 
ro scavenge food and bedding from the broken tree houses that were lying me 
the ground. It was a relief to be able to walk around site at night, 


During the days we hung out together in our trees, particularly in the mornings, 
We would sit in the branches getting high and ranting and shouting at any hi- 
visses that went by. 


Part Two 


Wednesday the weather wasn't so good so we spent most of it inside. We watched 
the net, sky raft and a tree house get evicted. Rants, whistles and shouting 
continued. At about one I was entirely covered by my duvet, right over my head, 
almost asleep. I wanted a little safe space. While I was covered I imagined being 
in different places. At the same time they turned up for us, for me. They were fast, 
really fast. And they used our walk ways. They dismantled the tree houses around 
people locked on and burnt everything they could. 


Part Three 


I didn't have a harness on; instead I was holding the branches with my arms 

and legs. With some difficulty a rope was wrapped around my ankle and to the 
harness of one of the climbers. This rope was pulled, dragging me slowly from the 
branches. Then another rope was wrapped around my waist and pulled. When 

I was within reach a handcuff was put on my left wrist. These two ropes and the 
handcuff were then used to pull me onto the platform of my tree house. 


with more struggle my feet were tied with climbing rope ang 
d my back. I was told that ir would hurt. Then a fae 
Ss 


Once there and 
d Iwas left to sit back for a few mings 


hands were cuffed behin ; 
sling was clipped around my middle an 


My perception of time is poor through out. 
Darke figs minutes I was able to watch the sky, which had previously been 


cloudy, as the sun began to set. [also watched a large v of geese fly overhead. 
When the branches of the tree had been cut I was lowered to the ground, abou, 
kly surrounded by bailiffs. My hair y, 

‘as 


60ft. I arrived face down and was very quic 
pulled and there was at least one knee on my back. After a moment I was picked 
up by my arms and legs, both still tied, still face down and carried maybe halfvay 


down the field. 
Then they put me down and pulled me to my knees, still holding my arms. At th; 
f me by some pig motherfuckers. 8 


point I had pictures taken o 
I was then walked by six bailiffs and two police down to the road. During this 


walk my thumbs, hands and wrists were twisted and pulled against the handcuffs 
This was the most painful bit. Once we were on the road I was told that we would 
wait a few minutes until I would be given to the police. During this time I was 
placed face down on the road and a person or people climbed on my back, the 
twisting and pulling continued. For a while I had a constraint on my breathin 
due to the weight on my back. ie 

I was then walked to the front of site and handed to the pig motherfuckers who 
arrested me and put me ina police van and took me to the police station. 


SADOTAGE 


ived rather a lot of anonymous communiques from 


inshill Solidarity Camp rece tes ari : 
spate te i Ss of lehieb ts acting in solidarity with the solidarity camp saying that 


they had sabotaged machines in the are... . J 


i i t Mainshill and on nearby 
illing ri stry machines and coal infrastructure a Mi i 
Drilling rigs, forestry y these persistent pixies: wires and hydraulics cut, 


opencast coal mines were damaged b' : 
Sede smashed, tires deflated, machines painted, locks glued, lights smashed and 


levers busted. 


We had made a home at Mainshill Woods. We worked and ate together, created a camp 
that we were proud of and became connected to that place, watching it change over the 
seasons, exploring its secrets and fuelling our fight with the inspiration that we took from 


the things that grew and lived there. 


Once work began to progress on the site: machines getting closer and the clear-fell 
getting larger, it was clear to everyone that we needed to step-up our activities. Seeing 
the area being destroyed - watching trees come down and drilling rigs spewing out black 
mess from the ground made us more determined and angry. 


Acts of sabotage integrated well into a wider campaign of blockades and other 
accountable actions, work with the local community including regular meetings and the 
production of the Coal Health Study, research and media work as well as the camp itself 
- a visible occupation of the land providing a base for people to come together. 


As machines began to be targeted and damaged by night, and locals continued visit 

the camp and work with us, it felt that we had entered a new stage in our opposition to 
Scottish Coal and their plans. Sabotage actions became more and more frequent as time 
went on and together with accountable blockades and lock-ons there were more than 30 
actions in just over a year around Mainshill. 


However, this did take time, patience and sometimes getting it a bit wrong. 


In the summer, during The Camp for Climate Action at Mainshill some people snuck out 
in the night and dismantled the conveyor belt at Glentaggart opencast mine. This was the 
first pixie action to be reported since the camp had arrived and it provoked an interesting 
and difficult discussion between campers and the local anti-opencast campaigners. At 
the camp we were excited by the news of the action and generally pleased that it had 
happened. But, in a large meeting at the camp some of the locals told us that they were 


nappy with this kind of action - that it increased the a 
un road in the area, that we'd crossed a line and that if 
ae them at the camp any more. 


mount of lorries transporting coal 
it happened again we wouldn't be 


we'd pissed off the very people that we were there to su 
was a hard blow to our enthusiasm to Push our limits an 
fight direct to those waging destruction. However, our r 
on from this point with continuous communication and 
discussions about anonymous actions | do believe that 
gna journey of radicalisation that made our resistanc 


Pport and it didn't feel good. This 
d step-up our tactics to take the 
elationship with the locals moved 
although it is difficult to have frank 


the supportive locals came with us 
‘© stronger. 


Once we became more practised and accustomed to a level 
companies like Scottish Coal and greedy landowners like Lo 
have a bit of fun with it too... 


Of activity that scares 
rd Home, we could begin to 


Like the frosty afternoon that some unsuspecting contractors arriv 
lost and confused by the crowd of people they met emerging from the woods. Eventually, 
Lord Home's estate manager arrived to escort them through our barricades to take soil 
samples, leaving their vehicles unattended at the front of site. A silly move. 


ed on site looking 


All of a sudden, out of nowhere autonomous activists acting in solidarity with those 
opposing a new mine at Mainshill Wood swooped to the front of site, smashed windows, 
spray-painted “Out of Mainshill” and “no more coal” on the side of the vehicle, let down 
tyres and for good measure emptied the compost bucket all over their van. 

The contractors were given a taste of what to expect if they continued doing Scottish 
Coal's dirty work at Mainshill. And we showed that we were a force to be reckoned with. 
Although we're no longer at Mainshill - we've seen the trees we had gotten to know 

cut down and the ground ripped open where our home had been - | believe that we've 
emerged not just with a great sense of loss, but also with a spirit to fight on and continue 
the struggle for a different world. 


PS. This communique just in: 


In the early hours of this morning machinery at Mainshill open cast site was sabotaged. 
Two Caterpillar DOT's and a 170 tonne face scrapping earth mover, an O&K RHSO, were 
targeted, both will be inoperable today, and will cost Scottish Coal greatly. 

A sustained campaign of sabotage has been waged at Mainshill and it was vowed to 
continue even when work on the mine started. The only thing that has changed since the 
eviction of the Mainshill Solidarity Camp is that the machines on the site are bigger and 
more expensive. The machinery at the Mainshill site, and any other coal site in Scotland, 
are extremely vulnerable. Sabotage against the coal industry will continue until its 
expansion is halted. } 

This action was done by autonomous environmentalists in solidarity with the people of 
South Lanarkshire who are fighting to save their community and their health from the 
Coal industry. This is also in solidarity with people around the world, including Columbia 
and India, who are fighting for their lives against the coal industry. 


Mainshill vive - la lucha sigue! 


yt hadn't been for ihe leeaig_ 


i ivi i inshill, | got t 
. Living full time at Mains 1! Got to see ho 
" lley were amazing ¢ © how a 
Ulla, andl tt weed sa changed over time which dae aig! Hinged To begin ne 
ak sala wvide between ‘the protesters’ ° Ae Spe thet Some people formedia GE 

ae remorse! ion and experiences with ea . SO Friendship 
nes nS) Heh an ‘adopt a protestor ‘scheme ia ie ap wale Obvious tha P: 
ogc nag a _ visiting peoples houses for dinner and having at ssions abouteh® 
pepe ane voncer 4 were there the more that changed. Everyone seemed to open tae 
Coal Industry. The 

each other more. , 

- lan Flemming) we had to rely reall 
stard Estate Manager; ‘le! 1g) we ally 
ee we en a ote habs Some of the locals took this in their stride, however ang ‘ae 

heavily on the / 

doing ler runs at least twice daily! 

ighli ivi inshill was the ‘pub bus’ which would take us to the Red Moss 
One of the highlights of living De maha of nicki spent there, (mostly not having to spend a 
nearby truck stop). | lost sha a so generous). We did karaoke there, played pool and listened 
penny of our own cash as people w before getting a lift home from the hardworking bar staff. 


j i all hours i 
pei ae ee Sal workers there who would try to give us hassle but usually this Meant 
that they'd get an earful from one of our local friends. 


iti i i ith a truck full of pall t: 

ting when W would show up early in the morning wi pallets 
fc bead ears chugsrould go to the front to unload them and drag them to different places 
bape site so we could start building with them as soon as possible. This was especially useful in 
the run up to the eviction and | doubt we could have made ‘the palletron’ so quickly (or indeed at all) 


without his tat runs. 


ite wi i home baking. Sometimes a few of us 
ften L would show up at site with her kids and an armful of 
che go and hang A at their house for awhile. It’s great there, there are loads of animals and trees 
and you get to watch DVDs, play music with one of the younger members of the family or play board 
games. Also, they throw brilliant BBQs. 


Christmas and New years was certainly ‘the season of goodwill’ in the Douglas Valley with ‘Santa’ 
and co. bringing us a whole cooked Christmas 
dinner (complete with vegan option) on the day 
itself, presents, a massive take-away from the 
local Indian and alcohol over new years too. 


These people became like an extended family. 
We still visit sometimes, for BBOs ora quick 
pint and a catch up. Sometimes we go to the 
Mainshill Liaison Meetings and ask Scottish 
Coal awkward questions withT and J. | like 

to think that we're strengthening our links in 
the fight against new coal and making lasting 
friendships along the way. I'd also like to think 
that we're changing people's opinions of what a 
‘protester’ is and showing people that we didn’ 
just live at Mainshill because it was a free home 
in the countryside, that we're trying to create 
alternatives to this fucked UP society we live in 
and live in a more ecologically sound Way. 


EASURABLE IMPACT UPON So 
ag leaking ak wo | AM TODAY. | cannot even begin to expres 
as (and still do) to all of the people (and animals) which comprised Mainshil 
1 sl 8 and inhabited, for however short a time, this once beautiful corner of South 
ieie Gaieed seems inappropriate to try and explain any of my experiences in isolation but 
ee to capture and galvanize something ofthis profound time in my mind (and on this page), 
| ba chosen four events which embody something of what Mainshill meant fo me and what it 
taught me (and I've tried to force them into somewhat arbitrary but possibly poignant categories) 


+ We spent hours and hours digging a trench in the road. Smacking the concrete as 
Poise a sprays of sparks and sticky hard-core, with only minor impacts on the 
machine compressed surface. The heat was intense and the mix of sweat and the barrage of stones 
from each strike meant much of the work was done in semi blindness, with eyes only half open. 
We would take turns going until we ached and could hit no more. Then we would stop and have 
a rest and chat to the person working. From this | got to know my friends a lot. We talked ahout 
life and activism and much more besides. By the time we'd had enough there wasn’t all that much 
to be shown for the aches and callouses but | was certainly happy with the effort and the time | 
spent with these amazing people. Not long after, when Scottish Coal and the pigs came to take the 
machines off site, a bulldozer went straight over our trench and destroyed the barricade behind it in 
about a minute. 


Autumn: One miserable Sunday we decided (with some manic insanity) that it was a good 

time to get building. The rain seemed pretty much relentless but even if it wasn’t, we were soaked 
through early on regardless. This was the time when we were doing action after action and the 
energy on site was electric. Work was picking up and we were stepping up to the encroachment on 
our home. We needed to block an access road with which the harvester machinery was getting onto 
site, Nex! to this road there were hundreds of plantation logs stacked about 3-4 meters tall, cut 
down before site was taken. Together we levered, heaved and axed these logs across the path (and 
the stream which ran beside it!) into a giant interlinked structure we later called “sketchy boxes” 
which resembled a giant game of jenga. Trying to move the trunks alone was impossible. Sometimes 


I'd try, just to see whether | could do it. I'd just end up tearing off a bit of broken branch or slipping 
feebly in the mud. 


inter: (this is what | meant by forcing into Categories - this event took place after the eviction 
nd offer spring”) The eviction was bleak. | can’t really express what it felt like because it still 
a ont really feel real. The expectation of this event was the reason for many many nights of 
<leep and was constantly present. looming and leeching. The morning after | got out of jail 
cai back to the entrance of site where the Support team had set up a makeshift firepit, both to 
beep myself active and to help alittle with relieving them from their relentless presence. There we 
rand watched. Bailiffs working on destroying what was home Fatigue, frustration and a sense 
# uiter helplessness silently engulfed my head. A blizzard quickly Whipped up around us, so we 
te 4 close to the fire which (1 had been told) had only gone out once during the whole eviction. 
‘i took turns to go and get fire wood. One person stuck a small dead tree upright in a vent in the 
round. | commented on how sad it was that the tree was dead and where once there stood free 
Christmas trees for local people, there was now this small skeletal pine. The response | got came 
very quickly and took me completely by surprise. It struck me very profoundly: “there's more life in 


adead tree”. 


Spring: Choosing this moment as spring is, on the surface, pretty stupid. It was the dead of 
winter and the cold spell had begun. Much of site was covered in snow and very few things outside 
the communal seemed to be alive. However, one night we all went out into the field, north of the 
sycamores and sat or stood, necks straining, staring at the cloudless sky. We had heard that there 
was to be a meteor shower and we all just stayed there watching in expectation. The shower itself 
was very beautiful. I'd never seen a shooting star before. But it wasn’t the stars that made me feel 
so happy and connected to this amazing place. It was the people with which | sat and watched and 
screamed into the night. 


{feel a lot of sadness and anger when | think now about Mainshill. | don’t know if | ever felt we 
could stop the mine but | definitely dared to hope... and it hurts to have that taken away. But I’m 
sure that | am not alone in feeling; that | am not alone any more. We lived and fought together 
for this beautiful land. For and against these perfectly imperfect people. For the common hope 
that together we can stop this brutal destruction of land and life. | will never forget what has 
been done. But | know that | will always fight... and even though there will be much more 
sadness along the way, | feel that together, one day, we can achieve more than any of us 


or Mainshill... with love. 
Revolt x 
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Site D 


Bender, n. A shelter 


Pants 
Oe 


Futurama. 


Bunker, n. A house, 


made with tarps and bendy 
sticks, often willow. 

Not to be confused with 
popular slang for a piss- 
up or the robot from 


fortified 


with sheet metal, pallet wood 
and other generic items of 


tat. 


Communal, n. 


Shelter or living 


area that is used communally. 


Court Support, 
supporting somebody 
appearing in court. 
acts include eating 


v. The act of 


who is 
Related 
fridge 


cake and going to the pub 


after. 


Court support should 
not be confused with proactive 


Support for the criminal 


justice system. 


Crusty, Adj. To be dreadlocked 


and/or unwashed. 


Drop Shaft, n. 
The first part of 
a tunnel, dug 
vertically 
downwards. 


FIT, n. The Forward 
Intelligence Team, 


A police 


ictionary: Words commonly used on Site, 


unit which overtly gathers 
intelligence using long lens 
cameras and by following 
people about. Commonly 
recognisable by their blue 
lapels and scowling faces, 


Gak, n. 
snacks. 


Delicious sugary 
Probably from a bin 


Lunch Out, adj. To 
things lying around, 
in your commitments, or to be 
someone who fails in their 
commitments. Used positively; 
to chill out and have fun, 
Antonym: Brunch In: to 
proactively achieve. 


n,V, 
aNe leave 


to fail 


Ming, n. Gross disgusting 
stinky stuff. 


Ming Bucket, n. A bucket full 


of gross, disgusting aaats 
stinky stuff, often ic 
bodily fluids: for SULe 
throwing on bailiffs Ts 
and other foes. ? 
Munter, n. A waster. See 'Off- 


Site'. Not to be confused with 
a munter hitch- a useful knot. 


NET (National Eviction Team, 
n. A team of climbers, 
tunnellers and general no- 
brain hired muscle that evict 


ites. 
protesters from sit 
v. To remove 4 
's behaviour is 
violent or 
site. 


off-site, 
person who 


offensive, 
unreasonable from 


pixie, - Rarely seen 
a woodland creature who's 
habits include the 
\ \ destruction and sabotage 
\ o£ corporate equipment 


and machinery- 


Poly Prop, n- Polypropeline 
plastic rope put to many uses 
including walkways, tat lines, 
tree house construction. 
Commonly found in '10mm' and 
'6mm' thickmesses. 


Po-Po, n. Synonyms: The Boys 
in Blue, The Cops, 
The Filth, The 
Five-O, The Old 
Bill, The Pigs, 
The Rozzers. 


Primitivist, n. People who 
live in trees, reading Derek 
Jenson by the light of their 
iPhones (just kidding!) 
Sketchy, Adj. Dodgy. 


Taking food from 
Dumpster 


Skipping, n. 
bins. Synonyms: 


diving, urban foraging. 


A platform 


sky Raft, n- 
wo or more 


suspended between t 
trees, posts etc. The 
sketchier the better. 


Tarp, .- Tarpaulin. Generic 


covering for all structures 


and tat storage. 


Tat, Tatting, Tat up, Tat 
down, n,v ,adj- Stuff (generic 
poth useful and useless), 
nicking or aquiring stuff, 
putting stuff up, taking stuff 
down. 


n. A stable three 
structure made from 
wood, scaffolding, used for 
blocking roads. With a person 
at the top it is difficult to 


Tripod, 
legged 


move. 


Troglodyte, n. A prehistoric 
cave person, someone who digs 
tunnels. 


Worm Hole, n. A really narrow 
part of a tunnel between 
chambers. 


Yoghurt Weaver, n. A wafty 
hippie. Synonyms: Tofu Welder 
(antiquated) 


Pynti Copyright 


MISSION STATEMENT 


Radiius is an expanding sphere of concepts, centred on the critical 
cal e 


philosophical, political and social issues. *PIOEHOR oh 


Radiius exists out with the codified framework of mainstream institutions, 
: : » Providi 

a global platform for people to disseminate creative ideas, thus en tee 

meaningful dialogue. ee 


Radiius explores the undefined parameters of our collective imagination throu h 
manifold forms and expressions. : 


Reellns is inclusive and encourages active participation in creative and critical 
thinking. If you would like to be involved visit our website: www.radiius.org 


THE SITTING CHAIR 


| ownared sitting chair. | don’t know why | boughtit and | don’t want to get rid of it. 
My good spirits of the moment persuaded me to purchase it. That day, without giv- 
ing any thought to it, | suddenly stepped into a furniture shop, and came out half 
an hour later having acquired a chair. | thought that it would prolong and enhance 
the light heartedness | was in. Now, however, it only reminds me of how beauti- 
ful life had been before | became the owner of this gargantuan object. Indeed, 
my life had been comfortable and free. | used to just stroll through town to then 
return home and enter inside the realm of my own being, and to pause within it. | 
made everything cease, stop, close and lose its meaning of purpose that had been 
given to it through the ages by people | don’t know. The noises that came from the 
building site across the road transformed into a distant din that in my imagination 
could have belonged to a gigantic turtle. Not that | have ever seen one or that | 
know what kind of noise giant turtles make. Exactly for this reason the noise that 
originally came from the building site ceased to belong to it and was therefore free 
to be adopted by anything, either from that which already exists or from the inven- 
tions of my mind. The noise gained freedom from its source. Who could prove to 
me that such sounds were not that of the turtle? Although, in my home it didn't 
really matter because the shops closed and the cars stopped driving and the rush 
| heard in the distance vanished, as really everything did because where my mind 
was they did not matter a fig. Not that | wanted it this way, it just so happened that 
such things were not able to penetrate the wee shell of my being. | did not work 
on myself to be impermeable. On the contrary, | was the raindrop that was repelled 
by the raincoat because of the incompatibility of both our natures. The coat ful- 
filled its task as it was designed to do, whereas I, the water drop, rolled down the 
head, along the shoulder, down the back until finally | fell into the world and gained 
freedom, too, like the building site and the turtle. In my home everything was as | 
meant it to be or it meant nothing at all. 


| used to attribute an entirely different purpose to the objects in my home in con- 
tradistinction to their original design. Though, the issue with my sitting chair is a 
different one. As soon as | placed the chair in my living room, it became the sole 
point of attraction. When | caressed it for the first time | realised that it could never 
have been what | wanted it to be, but rather it was | that had to become to comport 
with the chair. Unlike the way | used to play with the other objects in this world, 
the chair cannot be touched by my imagination. | now have the red sitting chair 


ind. The tickle in the palm of my hands makes me restless and 
nervous. | guess | created an addiction for something that | have never missed; | 
would never have guessed that such an object exists which could captivate me to 
this extreme. The chair accompanies me, despite its bulkiness. | think of it when | 
am out, and the closer | approach home the more predominantly it invades the 
space above my shoulders, which was so free before. Everything was so different, 
before. Ah, before. To move, to walk about, to walk out, like water that constantly 
changes shape and condition of aggregation. Freedom - that was the synonym of 


my life. 


perpetually in my m 


Bright red, it's the first thing | see when | step into the living room. It calls for me 
and offers itself. Red has never attracted me in particular, it is more the knowledge 
of what this colour encompasses that absorbs my attention. Day by day | encounter 
the same dilemma: whether to sit or not into the chair. The burgundy tonality and 
the coarse velvety touch are, | believe, the main reasons why | am always tempted 
to take a seat. Once | am sitting everything comes to a halt. | know beforehand that 
this will happen, therefore the dilemma. This time not only the outer world that 
| close out of my home loses reality, |, too, cease and stop and lose any notion of 
myself. | am not a person sitting in a chair but the person who gave up life to sit in 
this chair, by even morphing their own anatomy to be the only one able to sit in it, 
because at some point the chair and me will be one and inseparable. Once | place 
myself in the red sitting chair it absorbs me. This one single object has consumed 
every meaning | could attribute to my things. | cannot re-imagine them anymore; | 
don't know why | would want to. 


The act of sitting, though, is a difficult task. | have to hold firmly onto both armrests, 
of which the right one, from the view of the sitting person, has a row of hand length 
spikes. They are not pointy, so they can’t pierce my hand. The other armrest is situ- 
ated two heads higher than the right one and has the shape of a volcano. While 
holding onto them | have to push myself up high to reach the front part of the 
seat, which is superior to its back part, levelled just along my waist. The seat back 
is of a peculiar shape; two convex cushions join in a vertical line that runs through 
the middle. The distance between the two most protruding points of the rounded 
cushions are as far apart as my shoulder blades. Underneath the volcano armrest a 
square indent has been cut out. The seat is too narrow for my hips and the indent 
allows just enough space to squeeze in the spare flesh of my hips that has no space 
elsewhere on the seat. The hollow takes the stability of the whole left side away 
rendering the chair as a whole easily breakable. Yes, there is weakness in the power 
of this artefact. The armrest, which eventually will have me locked in, is the weak 
part of the chair. | sometimes wonder how | would react if the chair would break 
one day; since it has involved me in its meaning | would be left with nothing. 


Now that I have experienced its existence | ask myself whether it is worse never to 
have had anything, or to have lost something. But | try not to imagine this. 


| developed a swollen square left hip that now fits perfectly under the armrest once 

| have managed to squeeze into the chair. The sitting in and getting up has become 

increasingly difficult, | therefore try to do it as infrequently as possible. | gauge that 

in less than a year | won't be able to get out of the chair anymore. It is a burden 

having to go through the discomfort of squeezing into a seat that is far too high 

for my diminutive figure, whilst also having to hold on to the disparate armrests. 

Therefore, | have started to arrange all the essentials for living around the chair as | 

have calculated that | will be able to occupy it for the rest of my life. A few arrange- 

ments make the sacrifice of the independence of my being seem small compared 

to the fact that | will be at one with this extension of myself, without ever having 
to leave it again. The television is now positioned right in front of the chair, with its 
remote control fixed in between two spikes on the armrest, leaving enough space 
for another six remote controls. | will need a few of these controls to mobilise a few 
automated adaptations so as to gain access to the various essentials of our modern 
life. The fridge also has a privileged position, facing me from the right. The tel- 
ephone will lie inside the volcano. The front door is visible from behind the televi- 
sion. A cable with the light switch will run through the seat. Everything will have to 
be guided by remote control. There are a few more things | still need to think about, 
and anything regarded as an essential will be adapted and automated. Eventually, 
| will be able to abandon any mobility altogether. 


Yet, | am free to run away. The chair absorbs me but | can still jump out of it, al- 
though with much effort. However, | can’t bear the thought of throwing away the 
sitting chair to return to the state of freedom that | was in before, as | would be 
discarding a part of myself that has become essential. The dilemma | talked about, 
whether to let myself be captured by the need to sit in the chair or to simply run 
away is fading more and more. | can, after all, live in the chair and let everything 
else happen around me, as it always did. Only that now, however, | am trapped in 
my own space unable to use the things that lie out with my reach. The things in 
my home will therefore exist in harmony with the specific purpose that they were 
created for. My imagination will leave them alone. | will only acknowledge them. | 
will sit into this chair in a unique way as | will acquire its shape, complement it and 
finally | will believe that it was manufactured for me only. 


Valicia 


“Artis(t) For Sale” 


Harvey Dellanzo 


Throughout my development as an artist i have witnessed a continuing change 
within art. Art within a postmodern context has become so devoid of any function- 
ality, yet the art institutions unscrupulously promote it. Artists have a social obliga- 
tion to challenge existing social and political structures, and push culture forward. 
However, it is increasingly common for art to be made to suit the prevailing ide- 
ology. Artists who choose not to politicize their work are defenders of the status 
quo. Enough of this faddish and meaningless art! “Artis(t) For Sale is my attempt to 
challenge this way of thinking, in a bid to inspire society to take a new direction. 


THE PUBLIC STRIKES BACK: 
THE DEATH OF MODERN ART 


I: Intrusion 


‘My vocation as an artist is determined by demographic phenomena as much as 

it is by my intrinsic artistic ability. It is not driven by social class or by some hyper 

state of vain delusion!’ This is the standard cry of the self-deprecating artist who 

believes that his calling into the timeless realm of artistic endeavour is somehow 

determined by a natural, indiscriminate process akin to the proliferation of daisies 

and weeds. The peddling of such a fallacy by ‘the artist’ is not solely undertaken as 

a means of validating his existence; it is in fact a politically reflexive statement. To 

speak of demographic phenomena is to propagate the myth of vocational inclina- 

tion as an innate force; that we pursue and actualise our intrinsic desires and capa- 
bilities irrespective of the nature of the economic, political and social dynamics at 
play. Thus we have the simplistic axiom: some people become plumbers and some 
people become artists — it is nature's force. Rather, it is an ideological force. As such, 
it would be more accurate to assert that there are those who are impoverished 
and those who are wealthy, with the former fulfilling the roles which are beneficial 
for the latter and the so-called common good; the bourgeois artist, however, is 
beholden to himself and the elitist clique that ensures his elevation. The dissemina- 
tion of the demographic myth is therefore intended to obscure the social hierarchy, 
privilege, and nepotism in the art world. It would be inappropriate, politically in- 
sensitive, for the self-effacing artist to proclaim his perceived existential superiority, 
to candidly confirm his belief that he is truly more lofty and urbane in his species- 
being than the vapid, homogenous mass that forms the rest of humankind. De- 
mographic phenomena and the illusion of choice in commensuration with ability 
and desire must therefore be extolled. However, the trumpeting of inclusivity has 
presented a problem, which was unforeseen by the elite, in the veritable deluge of 
people from all different castes into the art scene; the arrival of the ‘contemporary 
artist’. This signifies the democratization of the art world; the ability to manifest 
aesthetic forms that enrich one’s culture is no longer the sole preserve of the elite. 
Society must now re-organize itself accordingly, allowing ample space for the nu- 
merical expansion of the contemporary artist through the gentrification of specific 
areas within the metropolis, ‘corridors of culture’, and the investment of exorbitant 
amounts of public funds into spaces and centres that are conducive to the contem- 


rking upon the delineation of what can be referred to as 


orary artist when emba ; 
banc d unexplored forms of human consciousness. 


the incomprehensible an 


It is at this juncture that we should ask ourselves what does this Siagement a 
transformation of the art world represent? On the surface, the sabe fe) . 
art world merely signifies the bourgeoning of the bourgeois society and t e ap 
sequent emasculation of its pretentious claims of a higher state of aa 
and sophistication. When digging deeper, however, one finds the rancour fo} ab 
archaic organ of society, the aristocracy, which is now experiencing ina salah 
of indignation its unavoidable transmogrification. Nietzsche's analogy of the sipo 
matador, the sun-seeking climbing plants of Java, suffices perfectly as a means 
of illustrating the transmutation of the artistic elite by the hordes of aan cet 
rary artists. The parasitic sipo matador clasp their tendrils around the oak tree unti 
eventually with the tree’s support they rise high above it to unfold their crowns 
in the open light of the sun to display their beauty and happiness. The tree in 
Nietzsche's analogy symbolizes society, which serves as a scaffolding, a mere in- 
strument of support, upon which the aristocratic sipo matador is able to raise itself 
to a more profound task and higher state of existence; to engender culture and 
enlightenment. This great aristocratic parasite that has kept society in its bondage 
for millennia has been besieged by the contemporary artists who clutch resolutely 
to its frame, like the remora fish that cling to sharks, augmenting its dimensions 
thus threatening to bring about the collapse of a structure that has been system- 
atically harnessed over the ages to endure the parasite’s implacable profligacy. 
Such an unprecedented bloating of the great parasite must be accommodated, 
satiated through the shattering of the livelihoods and sincere intentions of large 
swathes of the vapid, homogenous masses of society. This constitutes the restruc- 
turing of the human scaffold, of which we will return to later. 


Il: Normalization 


In order to prevent the fabric of elite art society from being torn apart by the ram- 
pant proliferation of the contemporary artist, a specific modus operandi must be 
introduced into the institutional framework of art schools so as to control and 
shape the former's behaviour and functional purpose. That is, through system- 
atic inculcation of the institution's ethos contemporary artists are manufactured 
en masse as purveyors of meaninglessness, instruments of obfuscation that safe- 
guard and conceal the locus of the elite from the bewildered eyes of the vapid, 
homogenous masses. The multitude is kept at a distance, repulsed by the ostenta- 
tious spectacle manifested by the contemporary artists who are busily engaged in 
affirming the parameters of the art scene as fits their newly indoctrinated group 
identity. Those who enter this zone of the hyper-real without possessing the cul- 


tural idiosyncrasies emblematic of the contemporary artist are gradually infused 
with a sense of disjointedness, an odd feeling of dislocation, which slowly develops 
into the mentally corrosive experience of alienation. The realization by the prole 
Of his intrusion into a place that is not meant for him overwhelms his senses. The 
Pavement he walks upon, the street lights, the buildings and people he passes by 
suddenly become imbued with a menacing air, everything around him seems to 
come alive, accusatory eyes follow his every step, the atmosphere becomes heavy 
and oppressive as if a thousand hands were tightening its grip around his neck. 
Vertigo ensues, and the noises in the street grow louder and more distinct, a ca- 
cophony of hisses and malevolent mutterings begin to fill his ears probing and 
goading him: ‘What are you doing here? ...You are an imposter! Be gone with you, 
back to the colourless, degenerative housing estate to which you belong’. The prole 
'S swept out of the art scene by a whirlwind of sneering contempt. The veil is re- 
stored. The metamorphosing elite can thus continue with schizophrenic zeal their 
Carving out of the decaying, traditional art world free from the reproachful gaze of 
the multitude, fashioning a new form of modern art that symbolizes the worthless- 
ness of our consumer society. 


The totem pole of contemporary art is erected. This powerful symbol of non- 
Meaning, insignificance and banality engenders a state of stupefaction amongst 
its beholders. The contemporary artist prostrates himself before this overwhelm- 
ing force - the great plastic deity fad - pledging to dutifully comply with its super- 
natural decree: negation of reason, dissolution of the intelligible, and admonish- 
ment of the creative. This represents the castration of the authentic artist, and the 
consolidation of the newfound institutional doctrine of the art elite. To practice and 
engage in art forms out with the neoteric maxims of the institution, such as lucid 
conceptualisations and critical reflexivity, especially with regards to ideas that have 
a strong political dimension, is to signal one’s rejection of the status quo. Through 
such an act of defiance, striking the totem pole, railing against the machinery of the 
art institution, the artist is ultimately destroying the possibility of forging himself a 
career in the art world. Unless, however, he is of a malleable disposition, and thus 
receptive to the strategized responses of the art institution; that he is capable of 
being normalised. The latter entails the exorcism of the revolutionary artist by the 
institution, the purging of his subversive, radical notions, by means of a prolonged 
period of ostracisation and castigation by the contemporary artists, the zealots 
who are now firmly embedded within the tabernacle of the art elite. Once the art- 
ist has undergone his successful rehabilitation and subsequent reintegration back 
into the art scene he is thus permitted to embark upon the final ceremonial act that 
symbolizes his absorption and ascension into the higher echelons of the art world 
in the form of initiatory participation in The Exhibition. 


The preceding event constitutes the branding of the contemporary artist, the im. 


portation of the art institutions ideology, the lees = he tenets of the plastic 
ity fad, in a somewhat surreal, ritualistic manner. The xhibition is configureg = 
ae of the occult, whereupon the contemporary artist is offered up for sacri. 
fee his discarnate self turned inside out, stripped apart, cleansed of its Contents 
and sewn back up ready to be filled with the inexhaustible vacuity of modern art. 
The throng of people, adherents of the art world, beholding the spectacle mean. 
while indulge themselves in the offerings of little tidbits and wine which are now 
essentially as important a part of the spectacle, of the spell-binding facade, as is 
the ritualistic sacrifice of the artist himself. Wine and food, the blood and the flesh, 
such religious ceremonialism seems to infuse the exhibition with a transcendental 
feel, the metaphysical participation in something that goes beyond the everyday 
experience. The spectators serve as witnesses to the ritual and, above all, as signi- 
fiers of the nebulous artefacts engendered by the artist. In other words, the coterie 
of spectators immerse themselves in the codification of meaninglessness, imbuing 
the so-called works of art with, as it were, a conceptual tone, insofar as it allows 
the latter to be vaguely comprehended on some level, thus creating the illusion of 
intellectual prestige. The charade of The Exhibition constitutes the final hard wiring 
of the contemporary artist in the manufacturing process; the irreversible entrench- 
ment of the newfound maxims of the art institution. Subsequently, the vacuous, 
worthless forms of modern art, which are lacquered and hyper mystified by the art 
elite, are vigorously produced by the contemporary artist for public consumption. 
The raison d’étre of the contemporary artist can thus be understood as the inexo- 
rable compulsion to express nothing. 


Ill: Dismantling 


The emptiness and worthlessness of contemporary art is championed by the gov- 
ernment's disproportionate allocation of funds to art groups and individuals en- 
gaged in projects congenial to the fancies and particularisms of the uber elite. In 
this new age of ‘austerity’ the national acceptance of bourgeois culture, the enor- 
mous white elephant which is relentlessly stampeding across society, across com- 
munities, on top of public libraries, hospitals, schools, welfare, laying waste to eve- 
rything that constitutes national culture, is untenable. However, another deceptive 
mechanism has been put in place, the veil of bourgeois culture, contemporary art, 
has now been supplemented with the cloak of ‘economic productivity’. The de- 
cision by Dundee City Council to invest £47 million of taxpayer’s money into the 
construction of a new V & A outpost in the city, an elite art museum, elucidates the 
above point. The foregoing project has been justified by the city councillors on 
the grounds of tourism. The V & A museum is perceived as an emphatic means of 
augmenting the cultural prestige of the city so as to draw in large numbers of tour- 


ists, thus lifting the local economy through the generation of new jobs and capital. 
In truth, however, investment and the creation of wealth will be concentrated and 
fostered within a specific part of the city; the ‘corridors of culture’, the zones of the 
hyper real, where only the adherents of the art world are to be found. The prom- 
ulgation by the ruling elite of a new public centre of artistic excellence is put into 
operation whilst, simultaneously, people's homes, jobs, education and benefits are 
being obliterated. Indeed, the only possible form of public involvement that could 
be envisaged with regards to the V & A museum would be in the employment of 
people who have lost their jobs, as a result of recession induced ‘economic restruc- 
turing’, in the building of the art centre, brick by brick, sweat and tears, before the 
elite move in to take up residence. 


The occupying of this new centre of decadence by the art elite will be undertaken 
with an unwavering sense of entitlement. The tacit truth of social reorganisation, 
the rejigging of the human scaffold, for the benefit of the elite will be discernible 
not through the timing of the museum’s development, amidst a recession, nor in its 
grandiose and tawdry design but, rather, through the rapturous sounds that ema- 
nate from the sacrificial ceremonies of The Exhibitions; which are soon to be con- 
ducted on a colossal scale. That is, a piercing cackle that finally shatters the walls 
of the crystal palace, slicing through the silent night, through the window panes 
of people’s homes, entering the ears and infesting the minds of those whose lives 
have once again been readjusted in accordance with the existential needs of the 
elite. The latter require more space to develop and bloat, more money for their art 
institutions, for the production line, for the management of modern art Inc, more 
funds for The Exhibitions, for the wine, for the flesh, more victims for the moloch- 
machine, more cash for the critics, the curators, for the certifiers, and the signifiers, 
more grants for the privileged, useless lot who are busy expressing nothing with a 
display of hubris, more...more...always more. And more means CUTS! Jobs - CUTS! 
Housing - CUTS! Education - CUTS! Welfare - CUTS! The perpetual assault on the 
meekly soul that is the genuflecting multitude. 


Rupture ensues, and the dismantling begins. Society's internalised apathy trans- 
mogrifies into an implacable rage, a carnal rage that hardens ones hands into 
stone, into hammers, yes, hammers, that smash and pound and claw and slash 
mercilessly into the ground, the sky, the flinching night, into the spectres of a 
never-ending nightmare, tearing asunder the bonds that blind and gag and mum- 
mify ones existence, breaking the chains that have reduced man to the level of an 
animal that must be restrained and rendered impotent, deprived of the elixir of 
life, herded into its stolid, functional, mechanical condition, to be nothing more 
than an object of whimsical speculation, of pitiful derision by the ruling elite. The 
fury drives the crowd on, along the streets, across the fields, between the build- 


ings and cars towards the source of their disquiet. Blazing through the ‘corridor's 
of culture’ towards the moribund museum from which the cackling gushes forth, 
the crowd trample across the cheap commodities, the nondescript matter that was 
once representative of human expression and vision with the sole objective of de- 
stroying the parasite, the symbol of oppression that has now finally revealed itself 
in its turgid, putrid form. The crowd scream CUTS! CUTS! CUTS! This time the object 
is something entirely different, it is the throats from which the maleficent, primeval 
laughter emanates. The parasite is duly slain. The veil is sliced to pieces. Silence is 
restored. When dawn emerges, a new imagining of art may be about to happen. 


David Mcgill 
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THE RISE OF THE HERO-COP 


| have a friend-of-a-friend. This friend-of-a-friend is a writer for an up-and-coming 
police procedural. Over a game of Catan, wherein the friend won (narrowly), the 
friend-of-a-friend pointed out something about these cop shows that | hadn't real- 
ized before. Mostly, because | don’t watch a lot of TV (largely, because you can't 
turn the channel without running into a police procedural). Apparently, there's Fi 
pretty sharp schism within the police procedural genre. According to this friend of 
a friend, cop shows on network TV are all about how corrupt the system is, while 
those on cable are all about how well the system works. Furthermore, according 
to this friend-of-a-friend, the difference is the result of advertising contracts; net- 
work is more beholden to advertisers while cable is more free to select its sponsors. 
HBO, for example, relies almost exclusively on subscribers so they can do what they 
want; or rather give their viewers the archetypes they think they want. Moreover, 
procedurals are episodic, so they can easily be vended around the world, watched 


out of order, and purchased in small chunks. 


What's interesting to me about this friend-of-a-friend’s insights is that heroics have 
a pretty well defined monetary thrust behind them. I've been suspicious of the 
cop-hero for some time, and | don’t think the system or anti-system motif really 
explains why CSI is on all day every day. My suspicion is that the cop-hero is a pretty 
new trend. | have this suspicion because I’ve read a smattering Dickens. 


Who's the hero of Oliver Twist? An orphan. And, the antagonist? Well, the law is, 
of course. And, not the criminal gang who attempt to bring Oliver into the fold. 
Dickens view of crime is not moralistic, not at least regarding the young members 
of the gang. Rather there’s simply those on the right and wrong side of the law. 
Those who are willing to protect or exploit Oliver, and by implication unfortunate 
children. To Oliver, recently escaped from the workhouse, a result of Britain's early 
anti-poverty laws, the gang is, not just seems, an improvement. 


In the very first interaction between Oliver and the police mercy is ignored and 
procedure takes precedence over justice: 


The offence had been committed within the district, and indeed in the immedi- 
ate neighbourhood of, a very notorious metropolitan police-office. The crowd had 


only the satisfaction of accompanying Oliver through two or three streets, and 
down a place called Mutton-hill, when he was led beneath a low archway, and up a 
dirty court, into this dispensary of summary justice, by the back way. It was a small 
paved yard into which they turned: and here they encountered a stout man, with a 
bunch of whiskers on his face, and a bunch of keys in his hand. 

“What's the matter now?” said the man carelessly. 

“A young fogle-hunter,” replied the man who had Oliver in charge. 

“Are you the party that’s been robbed, sir?” inquired the man with the keys. 

“Yes, 1am," replied the old gentleman; “but | am not sure that this boy actually took 
the handkerchief. | — | would rather not press the case.” 


“Must go before the magistrate now, sir,” replied the man. “His worship will be dis- 
engaged in half a minute. Now, young gallows!” 


The police are shrouded in mystery, Oliver is taken down a side-alley and dealt with 
out of public view, and therefore without accountability to the public. The jailer 
already has the keys (to what else but cells) in hand as though mediation of justice 
was bound to end in a guilty verdict. The old man, Mr. Brownlow, refuses to press 
blame, he hesitates even, rethinking his complaint, perhaps realizing the degree 
of imbalance between imprisonment and going without a handkerchief. And, we 
are led to believe that this sort of automatic sentencing is typical and predictable 
since the magistrate is already engaged in a case but his verdict can be clocked at 
thirty seconds. Dickens wasn’t some outlandish avant-garde. He was syndicated in 
newspapers. His views are more often politically conservative, even anti-semitic. 
This Gestapo-like portrayal of cops was typical for the Victorian middle-class. 


A few more examples will illustrate just how typical. 


Let’s just take a moment to think about Sherlock Holmes. Holmes is not a police de- 
tective. He’s a brilliant eccentric. He’s liked by Watson, by the reader, because he’s 
imperfect. Holmes, with his chemically stained fingers and hariscute appearance, is 
as much a prototype detective character as he is a prototype for the mad scientist. 
Not to mention his drug addiction. But most importantly, he’s a private citizen do- 
ing what the cops do, but better. He’s a corrective force. A man considered, at best, 
questionable by the British society of Doyle’s world was in fact accepted by the Brit- 
ish society of the turn of the last century as capable of correcting the police of the 
day. So much so, that Doyle was forced by public outcry, and a large pay check, to 
resurrect Holmes eight years after he had written his demise in the aptly titled “The 
Adventure of the Final Problem’. 


In Buchan’s 39 Steps, Richard Hannay, an upper-middle class businessman and 


mes Bond, uncovers a German plot to steal British military secrets, 
This German spy-ring is so entrenched and dangerous they ae Ss anywhere or 
anyone. After spending days fleeing a false murder charge created by the spy-ring, 
Hannay eventually lands in with an MP who has his name cleared. Hannay has suc- 
ceeded in passing on what he knows of the German spies to the proper authorities 
and the novel might as well conclude. And, then Hannay runs into an acquaintance 
he wronged in an early chapter and a fight ensues. The police are summoned, Han- 
nay scolds the officer for not knowing the case. When the officer insists, politely, 
that Hannay must accompany him simply so the matter can be cleared up, Hannay 
beats up the cop and runs for it. Buchan, a baron, later became Governor General of 
Canada, where he established the country’s most prestigious literary award. 

How typical was Dickens’ representation of police? Very typical. 


prototype for Ja 


Now, each of these has its own moralizing theme. Science can explain anything, 
anyone can rise to heroic opportunity, and poverty is turned criminal by the law. 
Though the Victorian era was rife with prejudice, imperialistic attitudes, supersti- 
tion, and ludicrously restrictive views on sex and freedom of speech, these themes, 
especially that of Dickens, aren't all that bad. Indeed, it was through, in part, works 
such as these and their widespread popularity that the Victorian attitude faded 
into history. But the one common theme in these works doesn’t seem to have tak- 
en hold. Cops are an obstacle to freedom. 


It's probably impossible to say one thing is responsible for the rise of police proce- 
durals. My friend-of-a-friend suggested that it was the ‘life or death stakes’ in the 
criminal justice system that explained audience interest. Sure, we all like this sort 
of high stakes drama. But if it were just high stakes that drove the shows then mili- 
tary procedurals or medical procedurals or fireman procedurals, or etc., etc., should 
be as prevalent. Maybe post-war Americans found it easy to relate to characters 
like Joe Friday, who, like them, had entered law enforcement after serving in WWII. 
After all, film, comic books, novels, etc., became littered with the anti-hero after 
Vietnam reflecting America’s reaction to Vietnam vets. Indeed, the real-life cop- 
heroes of the 40s and 50s were anti-heroes. After busting Capone’s booze smug- 
gling mafia, Eliot Ness famously ruined his career through, the journalist of the time 
said, booze and women. But then why don’t we see the anti-hero everywhere in 
today's procedurals, or at least somewhere? 6 of the 13 million veterans in the US, 
as a result of the G.I. Bill, pursued academic degrees in university and college and 
surely contributed to post-war innovation and the powerful post-war economy of 
the US. Alongside this shift in education came advancements in psychology, medi- 
cine, and the sciences in general. The sciencing-up of the population, rather than 
the dubious idea that vets became cops!, explains the interest in True Crime, or, as 
it was known in the 40s, semidocumentaries. 


Along with this “show me the facts” viewpoint, something else happened. After 
all, Holmes was the perfect disciple of scientific progress. We need to look at the 
specifics of contemporary procedurals to understand what has changed, to under- 
stand why it must be cops. To do this I’m going to focus on CSI, since it is the most 
aired and because it’s impossible, and undesirable, to look at every procedural out 
there. 


Contemporary procedurals are much like earlier procedurals and their prototypes. 
The heroes often have a military background, for instance (though CSI detectives 
often have a doctorate level background in a scientific discipline). Episodes prior- 
itize process by revealing motive through the ‘scientific’ collection of material evi- 
dence. Facts add up and, the bad guy usually gets caught. In addition to solving 
even the most complicated mysteries with a single strand of DNA evidence, CSI 
episodes have one other extremely common motif. 


In the first season of the original CSI, 75% of the cases involved domestic abuse. 
And, this trend has not abated, although I’m not going to look at another 200 epi- 
sode summaries to prove it. I'm not about to say domestic violence isn’t terrible. 
Indeed, preventing it is heroic. That's the point. The real heroism of feminist groups 
in the 70s and 80s, who worked to draw attention to a single and obvious fact, has 
been co-opted by these shows. What was that fact? That in 85% of spousal homi- 
cides, police had intervened at least once in the two years leading up to the mur- 
der. If in fact CSI and its sibling shows were calling on us to look out for early signs 
of domestic abuse, then that would be one thing. 


But CSI doesn't portray realistic scenarios of spousal abuse, let alone domestic abuse 
in general. In one episode, $35K O.B.0., a happily married couple are murdered 
coming out of a restaurant from their anniversary dinner. As it turns out, the hus- 
band hired his mistress to kill his wife; the mistress hired her ex because she wasn't 
up to it. The ex called the wife and convinced her to pay double to kill the husband. 
The ex decides to keep all the money, and hopefully get his girlfriend back, but ac- 
cidentally kills her too in the confusion. This doesn’t tell us a thing about spousal 
abuse, not just because it’s so ridiculously complicated, but because the married 
couple were happy or appeared to be happy enough that even the wife, when 
called by the murderer, is taken aback. Moreover, the couple exhibits none of the 
usual and realistic indicators that tend to accompany domestic abuse. There's no 
long term conflict, there’s no mental illness, they are both independently success- 
ful so there’s no power relationship, women are more likely to enlist help than men. 
So, there’s not really anything to learn about domestic abuse here. 

Let’s take a more plausible example. Well, plausible only insofar as it explains the 
motive through a caricature of mental illness. A husband and wife and their two 


sons are found in their home, brutally murdered. Two daughters survive, one a 
teenager, the other a child. As it turns out, the teenager's boyfriend committed 
the murders because the father abused the teenage daughter and the younger 
daughter, regularly. And what's more, the youngest daughter is in fact the incesty- 
ous result of the abuse of the teenager! Shouldn't we ask, how did it get this far? 
It’s not like he had them in a dungeon, why did no one notice? But none of the lead 
up is shown. No time is spent examining preventative measures or looking into the 


mind of the murderer or anything that might be didactic. 
So, what is it that we might learn from CSI? By a sequence of red herrings we are 
taught to suspect every unfamiliar character. Eventually, we learn that the suspect 


closest to the victim, the one the victim should trust implicitly, is a horrendous psy- 
chopath. But worse, because the show is so predictable we draw our own conclu- 


sion before it is proven for us. 


Why cops? Because cops have the power to enter a home. A power feared by the 
Victorians, is now endorsed and consumed by us. 


Andrew Watson 
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Banner drops 


Ideas for Direct Action 
. Banners have been 

e hung from motorway 

[ bridges, Big Ben, 

| power station cooling 

~ towers and many, many 
other places. The more 

inaccessible the place, 

, the longer the message 

stays in place. 

Obviously some banner 

_ hangs require 

specialist climbers but 


Here are just a few of the techniques 
activists have used over the years to 


make change. It's by no means 
exhaustive, and is in no particular 


order: 


Office occupations 
Aclassic ‘disruption’ action. Very 


simply put, activists enter a relevant ASL ae =e 

building and occupy some area of it. eles eativiste eae eae 
Sometimes this is just the main doors ee, _ skills, so it is just a 

or the ae other oe si se pe : A vn ottor of finding them! 
getting er into the building an ; ; Cither techniques have also been used - for example projecting a messa e 
taking over a specific office. Activists have used office occupations as onto the side of a building at night. There is also io slags islets 
valuable information gathering exercises, taking the opportunity to explore blasting an aviation HQ building with the recorded sound of aircraft noise 
filing cabinets and computer files. They're also an ideal opportunity to sit suffered by residents living near airports, for instance. 

down and talk to staff. | 

i Counter-recruitment actions 
Ser elie aciione Have been used against the military and corporate recruitment event 
; i 7 ave c ent events, 

Usually take place at a company's AGM. Share-owning activists (you only especially on university campuses. These have included: pasting 

need to own 1 share) join with other shareholders and take the opportunity | ‘cancelled' signs over posters 

to ask the board awkward questions, disrupt presentations by senior staff, | advertising the event; 

hand out 'alternative' annual reports, and in some cases shut down the | booking up all the places and 

AGM altogether. This has been done by invading the stage, setting off fire then not turning up; 

alarms, removing plugs from the PA and AV equipment etc. Similar attending the talk/stall and 

techniques have been used at conferences and trade fairs. “+ loudly asking awkward 

questions; setting up a spoof 

Blockades stall or spoof event in the 

Often take place at depots and corporate offices in order to stop deliveries ae ae a 7 
or staff arriving at work. They may involve ‘lock-ons', equipment that _ blockades and cee 


activists can use to lock themselves together to make it difficult for police 

and security to remove them. Blockades have also taken place at 

supermarkets, oil depots and military bases. They can involve anything 

from small numbers of people with relatively sophisticated equipment, or 

ise numbers using the weight of bodies alone to block a road, gate or 
oorway. 
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Await actions Chat inv j 
; mi olve using ‘bodi 
SORAST SRR OE wie i SING OUL bodies to 
ake ee me oe have included roads, uhiversite "t Y @ space ; 
‘ apenmarkets, and steps to government office. administration 
Powe Rave Hoon 1 nS ahi Ss. 
apt 6 . 7 Wany successful sil-ins in trees, often j 
save enviromental impact of road-buildi 8 potest agat 


ng. The die-in j . 
protesting against ast ‘ 
swathed themselves : 


ain down ¢ ‘ad! in ba 
i own and ‘died’ in roads and ees, 


Nie Won hy Tre traditional sit-in, Activists 
i ihe raclear dustry or war have 
\ spanned take blood, and | ' 
Seuaies for long periods of time. 
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Ethical Shoplifting 

Involves removing u i 
goods from the shelves ce 
retailers and returning them t 
their rightful owners. Perha’ , 
the best example is that of " 
forest activists who have take 
illegally logged tropical i 
hardwood off DIY superstore 
shelves and handed it in to 
police stations, reporting the 
retailers for their complicity in 
the illegal timber trade. 


Subvertising 


Takes the form of reclaiming advertising 
space and using it for our own messages. 
Common examples are stickers stuck over 
ads on the London Underground, or 
billboards that have had their advertising 
messages ‘enhanced' or in some cases 
obliterated. Subvertising has been taken 
to new heights with the publication of 
spoof newspapers, conference programs 
& magazines that draw the unsuspecting 
reader in before delivering the 
environmental or social justice message. 
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jaking energy more profitable 
as the climate coilapses 


Vehicle actions 


Come in many forms. The most common are actions against convoys, such 
as those transporting nuclear material or other military hardware and 
stopping construction vehicles on building sites. Stopping vehicles 
requires good information (or patience!) and lots of thinking about safety 
issues, but makes a very public statement and can cost companies money. 


Actions have also been taken against other transport networks. Examples 
include actions against trains carrying nuclear material in Germany, and 
UK activists stopping tube trains to prevent delegates getting to an 
international arms fair. 


Flights have been targeted by anti-deportation activists, who board planes 
and then refuse to take their seats which prevents the flight taking off 
until they are removed from it. Runways have also been the focus of anti- 
military, and anti-aviation campaigners, using blockading techniques. 


Sustainable vehicles have also been used in blockades. Lots of bikes 
icycling together have asserted cyclists’ right to be on the 


g eee ‘road, and slowed car traffic. Canoes paddling together have 

3 G4 Ch “been used to blockade ships exporting coal from Australia and 
. eo o stop the construction of a gas pipeline at Rossport, Ireland. 
aaa, , l 
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Digger-Diving is the name given to actions which stop (de)construction 
work, for example on the site of an open cast coal mine. People standing in’ 
the way of diggers and climbing on top of them can stop work for long 
periods of time but needs some thought to make sure that everyone stays 
safe. 


Positive alternatives 


As well as undermining and dismantling the structures which create 
oppression, direct action can be used to build alternatives. Sometimes this 
has happened alongside campaigns of taking action ‘against’ something. 
Examples include handing out veggie burgers outside fast food 
restaurants, creating your own road crossings outside schools, as well as 
starting workers' or housing cooperatives. Often occupied spaces have 
been temporarily turned into art spaces or gardens. Guerilla Gardeners 
have occupied urban areas specifically in order to transform them into 
green spaces with the local community. Tent states, when many people 
come together in one space, have been established to create alternative 


education forums for the discussion of transformative action and politics. 


COAL MINI 


STE Pp Get a group of friends together who want to take action 
LY cy 1 to stop climate change and environmental destruction 


STEP 2 Find out where. the open cast mines near you 
* -are:(http://coalintheuk.org/) or if you're far 
away; work out which are the closest 


Pick a mine and gather all the information you need about it - what are 
the operating hours? When are the lunch breaks? Which parts of the 
mine are active? What phase in the mining process is going on? What 
machinery is working and what type of machinery is it? How many 
workers are there? Is there security or a fence? Do they stop work when 
it rains? You can find this all out by going to the mine and taking a look 
or searching on the internet. It is also a good idea for your group to do 
some direct action training before the action - ask your local Earth First! 


group for contacts. 
eagege 
STEP 3 


Ly) 
STEP 4 
Makeia plan. Sort.out your transport - how will you get there? How will you get back? Get your equipment 
together — do you need Docks? Do you want to communicate using radios? Do you need a clean phone 
toido legal support or media? Do you need support roles such as legal observers or police liaison? Have 


you got enough food and water? How long do you want to stop work for? How many machines can/do 
you want to stop? 


To stop work on an open cast coal mine, you must try and stop their 
machines. on their sites. Know what machines are working where, and 
how to stop them. Discuss with your group what you will do in different 
situations that might arise - with machinery constantly moving it can 
be difficult to fully predict what will happen but it's useful to know your 
aims and limits... ) 


5: Stop work on the site! Here's 


STEP 5 
i i i d targeting 
roaching the site from several directions, an 
Ateront mori areas at the same time, should confuse and 
split security. If the site is fenced, have a strategy for getting 
through or over the fence. For most open cast sites though, 


you can usually walk right in. 


Stopping a machine is simple, if 
nerve-racking at first Approach 
the machine and stand directly 
in front of it, where the drivercan 
see you. Look them in the eye, 
gesticulate amicably and make 
it clear you're not moving. A 
'STOP' sign might help. No driver 
is legally going to b allowed to 
carry on work with someone on 
their vehicle - tell them that: can 
| please see you take the keys 
out of the ignition, go and have 
a cup of tea 


ba 


Once you've stopped the machine, you can climb onto it, 
and / or lock onto it. 7 aa” <a 
A chain of operation is only as © : a 
strong as its weakest link. If, for 
example, one digger is loading 
several dumper trucks, stopping 
the digger will terminate the whole 
operation. Alternatively, if the ; 
trucks pass througha pinch, 


and stop everything. 
to be less dangerous 


TARGETS ON SITE: ._ 

EXCAVATORS (also known as earthmovers and diggers) 
move earth and smash things up. BUMPER TRUCKS 
transport “spoil® dug by diggers either off route, or along the 
route to be shaped by bulidozérs. Excavator arms can be 


climbed and the hydraulics locked onto. Sitting on, or in front Eau 


of, trucks and bulldozers will only halt them briefly. Locking 
on inaccessibly underneath-works well, if the driver knows 
you're there. WRAGLINES are excavating machines that ; 
use a bucket operated and suspended by IInes or cables, to 
remove overburden above a coal seam. Then there's 
SCRAPERS, CRUSHERS, WASHFIERS, IRILL 
RIGS, LOADERS and much more... 


...some digger-divers might even u i isati 
methods. gh ise further ._ 


what.you can do - 


On a massive 260tonne excavator ‘ 


\ 


a ed! a 


Learning from anti-roads 
digger diving... 
’ -_ Pe.) 


Lock yourself to a piecejof machinery AFTER it has stopped moving, although this will make getting 
arrested more Jikely. 
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On another massive excavato 


And another... 


f you'don't want to get arrested you might have to get up and 


“move after being given a warning 
draw this out for a long time. 


For example explain that a 
decision to leave has to be 
made by consensus,-which 
often takes hours. 


A NOTE ON WORICER 
SOLIDARITY: We say 
‘target the bosses, not the 
workers!’ Unfortunately, the 
bosses sit in their offices and 
ivory towers, and the workers 
do the digging. Stopping work 
on an open cast site means 
stopping the workers doing 
what they're paid to. Have a 
leaflet handy to explain why 
you're doing it and be nice. And 
consider an office occupation 
‘and home visit of the company 
chairperson too. 


+ news and contact info: 


MORE INFORMATION: 


Why stop work on an open cast site? 


coalactionedinburgh.noflag.org.uk 
leaveitintheground.org.uk 


bythe police, but you can 


ANOTE ON HEALTH 
AND SAFETY: there is a 
good reason open cast workers 
wear Safety helmets and high- 
vis Jackets - mines are 
dangerous, noisy places, 
designed for controlled work, 
not chaotic protests. Machine 
drivers will be concentrating on 
their work, and may not see or 
hear you. All vehicles have blind 
spots. Be aware of this, and 
take care of yourself and others. 
Take all the precautions you can 
to make the action as safe as 
possible (have enough people 
to look after each other, wear 
high-vis and helmets if you can, 
wear warm clothes, sturdy 
footwear and waterproofs, don't 
lock yourself to moving 
machinery). 


STIEI? 6 Go home, get dry and warm. Continue giving legal 


Support if anyone was arrested. Write a press release and put 
an action report up on to tell others what you've been up to. 


STEP 7: PLAN THE NEXT ONE! 


Site information: 
coalintheuk.org.uk 
Action Reports 
earthfirst.org.uk 
Legal Information 


On an arti 


ANOTE ON GETTING 
ARRESTED: never ever 
ever assume that you won't 
get arrested - there is never 
any guarantee that you will 
or won't, so always be 
prepared for this to happen, 
For information on the arrest 
process and legal issues see 
activistlegalproject.org.uk. 
Make sure you all know your 
legal support phone number 
and have it written on your 
arm. 


11 activistslegalproject org uk 


How to Plan an 
Action 


With a little thought, a good idea can be made into a great action. 


Assess your time and resources, 


There's no point planning an event or 
action that you don't have the money, 
time, people, or energy for. Don't be put 
off by this - even small groups with on} 
alittle time and cashcanmakean 
enormous impact. It takes a bit of 

\. planning and organisation and some 
Wy, creativity, but it can be done. 


Answer a few key questions: 


1. What is the message you want to get out? Be clear on this, 
because this will be the key factor in designing your action. Keep it 
simple and direct. 


2. Who do you want to hear that message? Are you aiming at a 
corporation or shoppers in the street? Do you want to seem 
reasonable to the people who meet you, or is the press coverage 
more important? Are you trying to get a photo in the press? Your 
message and method may well be different depending on the 
choices you make here. Is leafleting the employee of your local Esso 
franchise the best way to change Esso policy, or do you want to go 
straight to the top by buying a share and attending and disrupting 
the company's Annual General Meeting? 


3. Is this a one-off action, or part of an ongoing campaign? Ifit 
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is a one-off action, it needs to be focused and have a very clear 
message aimed at a specific audience. If the action is part of an 
ongoing campaign, it needs to be strategic - you have more time to 
get your message across. If you’re planning a series of actions on 
the same campaign, you can change your audience each time. For 
example, as part of your campaign strategy, you might aim your 
first action at the public to raise awareness of the issue, a second at 
your MP as a form of lobbying, and a third direct to the offending 
company or central government. 


4. When is the best time to do this action? Is it a breaking news 
story? Is there a relevant local meeting or event? Can you coincide 
it with media deadlines or slow-news days? Is there any point doing 
an action at an office during the weekend? 


5. How many people can you realistically expect to turn out? Do 
you have enough people to organise and do the action? If not, are 
there more people you can call on? 


6. How inclusive is this action? Is everyone in your group 
comfortable with the idea? If not, what are you doing to make those 
people feel like they still have an important role to play in the 
campaign and the group? Are you campaigning in other ways too? 
Direct actions & media stunts are just one way of winning 
campaigns. 


Make your action match your message. 


Actions are a bit like meetings - they can be welcoming and attractive or 
they can seem insular and aloof (even hostile). Be aware not only of what 
your message is, but how you are conveying it. It's a fact that people 
remember more of ‘how' you say something than the actual words you use. 
The same applies to actions. Stick to a few clear points on your banners, 
placards and press releases. 


Make sure the words you're using match the tone of your action. 


Preparing 

Being well prepared for an action will help it run smoothly. Here's a few 
things which should be taken into account. You could appoint a co- 
ordinator for each job to act as a point of contact and to make sure it all 
happens, or you could ensure that all tasks have been fulfilled at the start 
of each meeting. This list can be used to divide up tasks. 


e Props and banners - what do you need, where will you get the 
materials & when will you make them? 
13 


jnow where you stand with the police or authorities ig 


handy facts and figures on your action, 4 
= releases, leaflets and briefings. | 0 be 
‘ iy need to find or write one. Who are 
. Leaflet - you Deteed write different text for a member o the 
iming it at cA would for an employee of the company you're. 
ag. OO back to your message! 


et some 


ight be interested kn, 
‘ity - make sure people who mig! ow ane 
: es oar and when and where to meet. 
; _ ensure that people on the action know what it's siden 

. Sapo eine a speaker meeting the week before, send a 

ise Se by email (without including specifics as email is not a 

act method of communication - see www.activistsecurity.org), On 

sat in the pub beforehand to talk or read through it. 


Action groundrules © 


les established by everyone organizing and taking part in an 
coh ensure that it fulfils your vision of an effective action and help 
you choose which actions you feel comfortable taking part in. 


Debriefing 


Review the action afterwards, to learn from what went well and what could 
have been improved. Apply your learning to your next action! Do this as 
soon as possible, ideally on the same day. 


> What happened to each person? How did people feel during the action? 
Did everyone feel supported by the group? How did the group interact? 


> What was achieved? What could be improved? 
» Does the group want to stay together for further actions? 


» Do people need any continuing support, for example because they have 
a court case as a result of the action? Do plans need to be made in the 
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future to fundraise as a group to pay potential court fines / organize 
more actions? 


Celebrate what you’ve just dme! 


Take the time to socialise and congratulate yourselves. Actions need to be 
enjoyable if we’re to keep doing them. 


Delegation & action planning 


Any successful action relies on a group of people pulling together to make 
it happen. If the work falls on a few, others can feel disempowered and the 


organisers can feel unsupported. . 


Democratic decision-making is essential for good delegation. People will be 
much more likely to take on roles if they've had a hand in the decision- 
making of the group. It's much easier to ask someone to work on a project 
if it was partly their idea. 

With the best will in the world, the same few people can't take on all the 
work of an active group and stay effective, even if they like being 
indispensable. Encourage new members to take on responsibility - share 
your skills and talents, even if at first it seems like it would be quicker to 
do it yourself. It will pay off in the longer term. 


Affinity groups 


f pe aa 
mal groups 0! P groups are eupauibed ina non-hierarchic al 
ae as orfficient way an : a Workin eae i: 
and self-su oup within larger protests. W g in an affinity Group j 
autonomous gv" the course of the action. Is 


jon in 
ur best protection 1 
Ay s and tas be split up between members, and you can unl 
ole 


: i f arrest or injury. A good size ; 

tionally and in case 0 ize ig 6. 

are onl to form sub groups of a people who act as bud diag ' 
eae together throughout the action. . 

Be up share your hopes, fears, experiences, strengths and 
stood an ves on the form of the action in advance (how willing to 
ee arrest the limits of your involvement, how confrontational etc.) 

: . Agree on a short name for your 

k together - work as a team ) [ grou 
witch easily be shouted and recognised, in case your group is sole up 
and you get lost. This can be especially useful on large protests or Mass 
actions when lots of affinity groups are In the same place. 


Working out a basic agreement 

Each affinity group needs an agreement for how the group operates, how 
decisions are made, what it does and how it will react m certain situations, 
Everyone needs to be willing and able to keep to this agreement, even in 
stressful situations. It forms the basis for being able to rely on each other 


Is this an open or closed group (i.e. can new people join the group?) 
How do we make decisions in the group? What do you expect from the 
affinity group? 

How do we react if... (e.g. the police intervene, someone gets violent)? 
How do we react towards people we encounter during actions 
(bystanders, the police, company directors)? 

How opportunistic is the group (e.g. what do we do if the plan was to 
hold up banners outside some office, but then there is the chance to 
actually get inside the building? How would that affect the group?) 
What happens if someone really feels the need to leave? 


These are S 


ks can 


> 


Vv 
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Affinity groups on mass actions 


“epokes” ailinity group Affinity groups can come together 
for mass actions and co-ordinate 
their activities via a spokescouncil. 
Each group sends a representative 


oe 6 
. i OO (often called a spoke) to the 


O O athaate group eectsone SPOKescouncil meeting, where 


oe) f 7H S uuasken) issues such as tactics, overarching 
oF 


(em a tetatug bans) 
zpokescouncil 


action guidelines and logistics are 
discussed. What the spoke is 
pay etcetera empowered to do is up to their 
‘= reprcrcatitives from visions rope affinity group. Spokes may need to 
consult with their group before discussing or agreeing on certain subjects. 
The spokescouncil does not take away the autonomy of each individual 
group - consensus on each proposal has to be achieved not only within 
each group but also among all groups together. During an action a 
spokescouncil can be convened to discuss immediate issues that arise out 
of unexpected situations. : 
Affinity groups can take on certain roles during a mass action: for example, 
there can be blockade groups for different gates of a military base, a legal 
support group, roving street medic groups, samba bands and groups 
providing food. 
Affinity groups can also come together to form clusters that work on 
specific parts of an action. For example one cluster could occupy the office 
buildings while another cluster goes off to blockade machinery. In large 
blockades clusters can also take on a specific geographical area. 


he Buddy System 


Buddies are 2 or 3 people who stick together and look after each other 
throughout an action. Being a buddy means you never leave your 
partner(s) - ensuring no one gets forgotten. You should know if your 
buddy has any special (e.g. medical) needs, make sure they are physically 
and emotionally ok and find food/drink/warm clothing/medical 
attention if they aren't. You should comfort your buddy when necessary 
and leave with them if they want to go at any stage. Tell Legal Support if 
your buddy gets arrested and call for observers / first aiders if your 
buddy gets injured. If they do the same for you on action, we can all stay 


safe! 
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Roles During Actions 


need to be taken on during an action. 
— erent group and draw up a list of all the tasks ang 

a et used covering and decide who will do what. It's vital that i. 
: es a clear understanding of what their role involves. They also need ‘s 
stick to their role throughout the action, and not just wae off in search 
of a cup of tea. Roles will vary from action to action, and sometimes Tee 
can take on more than one role, e.g. a legal observer might also be a aot 


aider, or police liaison. 


Transport: 


Self-explanatory, 
drivers and map-rea' 
so they can drive people No 
people from the police station w: 


Police Station Support: 


Stays somewhere safe and away from the action, next to a phone. They 
should have all pertinent information about each member of the group 
such as their name, if they want someone contacting if they're arrested, 
and if so who, etc. They take calls from the police station and from legal 
observers, and co-ordinate post-arrest support, which might involve 
tracking down anyone who was arrested, ensuring that a solicitor knows 
they're in custody, and picking people up from police stations on their 
release. They should have access to transport to reach all the police 
stations in the area, and know how to get to them. They might take snacks 
cigarettes, water - whatever people will want when they are released, ; 


really - many actions need vehicles, and vehicles neeq 
ders. In most cases drivers will need to avoid arrest 
le home and help police station support collect ‘ 
hen they are released. 


First Aider / Street Medic: 


The more people who know medical care of any kind the better, but in 


many types of action it is wise to have at least one person who knows basic — 


first aid. For a large mobilisation, street medics should also know how to 
deal with the effects of CS gas. UK Action Medics run courses on First Aid 


for Direct Action - see www.actionmedics.org.uk 


Legal Observers 
take notes on police 
conduct, arrests, 
violations of activists 
rights 


Traffic Wardens 
responsible for the 
safety of people from 
cars and other vehicles 


Media Liaison 
empowered to talk to 
the media and act as 

a spokesperson 


Quick Decision 
Facilitator 
helps group to make 
decisions quickly 


Police Liaison 
facilitates 
communication 


between police and 
affinity group 


Roles 
on 
Actions 


First Aiders deal 
with any medical 
or health issues 


Transport 
drivers with 
cars/buses 


Legal Observer: 


Action Support 
provides direct 
personal support 
for action 
participants (food, 
water etc) 


Legal Support 
(at the end of a 
phone) keeps track 
of arrests, works 
with solicitors 


Stays on the fringes of the action and is responsible for responding to calls 
from those taking part in the action if the police are being unreasonable or 
are making arrests. They should take detailed notes of interactions with 
police including names of anyone arrested, police badge numbers, what 
took place and exactly when. This can help in court if it comes to that. 
They can also help police station support people by finding out which 
police station arrested activists are being taken to, and what charge 


they've been arrested on. A cam! 
you may want someone to take o: 
to document the action for you. B 


immunity from arrest. 
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era or video recorder can be helpful and 
n the role of videographer / photographer 
eing a legal observer is no guarantee of 


Police Liaison: 

ay » s infor } n de : 
Br pris Heson wil bo articulon coe Pte and tae - 

iplomatically with the police. Th 7 aM, and able to .9ToUp Making Decisions on Actions 
diplomatically with the police. They can try to de-escal t Omm When you're working with others, you need to think about 
much as possible to avoid police over-reaction, It's ; ate the « cane tatgation. Hella e tensed one 


eee Sa ie S Impo 
group give the police liaison a clear mandate. Are fee pie that ho as you assume that in a large crowd or in the dark 
of the night you'll be able to stay within sight 


decisions for the group? In most cases they are not the Wered 
to t Toup' ¢ and sound of each other? It's worth thinking 


maker, and it helps to communicate this clearly to the ya); Rig; 
can facilitate the decision making process though (an, fos early 9 ton through.and agreeing a few strategies in 


) 


aa : 0. Th 
police response) by acting as a go-between and consyjt; W down the “ey advance. ; 
then reporting back the decision to the police. Like mae all actives, Mobile phones can be risky. You may not hear 
immune from arrest! Servers they.” them ring and you may not have reception. You could use 
; EY, aren't whistles, but how will you distinguish your whistles from 


Media Liaison / Sp oke. sperson: those of the rest of the crowd? You could have a visual signal 


Helps facilitate the interactions between the group a 
prepare press releases and make calls to get the desired anetia The | 


the time of the action. They should know the issues and be abl ON site at to regroup and tell: aband sina) oS 
e 


will you be able to see these if it is dark? 


clearly and articulately to reporters and TV cameras. Med} to speak : . F 
split into two distinct roles - background media work ene Often te oe ci meee pra sael ee it the 
e i 


press releases) and the spokesperson on site, though if these are t ending 


different people, it helps if they share information. wo protest becomes more ‘full on' than you're comfortable with. 


If you agree such a place, everyone needs to know how to 
find it, and it needs to be a space that will stay safe 


Action support: throughout the day. 


Provides direct personal support for arrestable people: This person may 


risk anes but tries to avoid it. Depending on the nature of the action this , Knowing where you are 

Seon x ere eee cee participants and keeping Knowing your way round the site of any action can help you 

widen act ormed. Activists may be scattered over a stay one step ahead of the police, find secure places to rest 
rea, and action support is vital in keeping them in touch with the and recover, or stay mobile and allow you to take effective 

overall progress of the action. They might also be needed to carry ; action. It's worth getting hold of maps and street plans of 

messages and facilitate group decision-making. For actions involving lock- : the area and making sure everyone in your group has at 

ons it is best to have at least one support for every two people risking \ least a basic understanding of the geography. 


arrest, since the movement of those locked-on will be restricted. 


Action Participants: Quite sim ; wat i ' 

‘tion Pa : ply the people carrying out the actual i ision-making on actions 
action (climbing, locking on, sitting down etc). Should be technically prepared Quick Decis g 

for everything they plan to do, and well rested, fed, watered, toileted (!) and a 
calm. Last on this list for good reason - they are only able to play at being Actions are fast moving situations and rarely go as planned. Your affinity 


‘direct action heroes’ thanks to all the support team’s hard work. group will have to make quick decisions on how to react to changing — 
situations. Taking decisions by consensus ensures that everyone is behind 


the action. Consensus doesn't mean that everybody always agrees, but that 
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everybody supports the decision. 
nae nsensus needs everyone to agree to abide by the 

you need to be honest with yourselves. 
bullet and appoint someone to 
of course, agree this in advanc e 


However, since co sl eds 
process, and to be familiar with it, 
Sometimes it might be better to bite the 
take decisions in a tight corner (you can, 
by consensus!). ide = 
‘action, work out what people are prepare o do and what 

Before the actio prefer not to risk arrest). That way, when faceg 


imi have (eg would : 
ane a cation in reality you've got some idea of what the group 


: ' tice runs in your group. Gj 

ht want to do. It's best to have a few practice ett Es lve 
Saurselves 2min to come to a decision on scenarios (eg. “You're taking pa 
in a march. The police have given you 2 minutes to get out of the road, or - 


they'll arrest you all. What do you do?”) 


Outline of quick consensus: 
1)Appoint a facilitator in advance! 


2)The facilitator briefly states the situation 
to make sure everyone is clear: “ We've - 
been given 2 minutes to move 


that needs to be made 
or we'll all be arrested.” 
3)The facilitator asks for proposals: “Any 


Proposal(s) 
proposals?”. In some cases there may be 
time for discussion, but in others there won't be. 

“Any Blocks? ” 


It’s up to the facilitator to assess the time and 


act appropriately... 
“Any Stand 


Asides?” 


Facilitator summarises 
the situation and 
clarifies the decision 


4) Someone makes a proposal 


“Yeah, I propose we link arms and sit 
down”. 


In some cases you might have time to 
make friendly amendments to the proposal. 


5) Facilitator restates the proposal, for 


clarity, and then tests for consensus: 
“OK, it's proposed that we sit in the road 
and link arms. Any Blocks?” - “No” 
“Any Stand asides?” 
- “Yeah, I'll lose my job.” 


“Agreement?” 
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A Block kills a proposal - it's a total veto. 

Everyone has the right to block. In quick consensus people normally block 
for 2 reasons - 1) a proposal will split the. group or 2) the group is failing to 
make a decision. If a proposal is blocked, you need a new one! Some 
groups insist that in quick consensus you must have a counter proposal 
before you can block. 


A stand aside is agreeing to disagree. 
It allows the proposal to go ahead in the group's name, but those that 
choose to stand aside take no part in that action. 


A friendly amendment enhances a proposal. 
It's not a new idea, but a way of making an existing one more effective. . 


Groundrules 


e Active agreement - consciously participating in the decision, and 
showing agreement (using handsignals or whatever) - if you're not 
getting active agreement, you need to ask “is there really any 
energy for this idea?” 


e One voice at a time - avoids discussion descending into chaos. 
Handsignals can help structure this 


e Handsignals: there are a number of hand gestures that can speed 
up the process of decision-making. For them to be effective, 
everyone in the group must be fluent with them, so agree them in 
advance! You might want to minimise the number of handsignals 
you use - do you have time for ‘Technical Points' or 'Process Points 
or any of the many other handsignals in common use in activist 
meetings? The essential few seem to be: 


e 1 finger raised - “I'd like to speak” 
e 2 fingers raised - “I've got something immediately relevant to say” 


e Hands waving with fingers upwards (someitmes called ‘silent 
applause’ or 'twinkling') -"I support the idea currently being 
discussed”, “I agree” 


e Fist - “I block this proposal” 
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Personal Safety on Actions 


A hat or hoody and 
sunglasses protect not only 


Several thin layers, long 
trousers plus raingear. You 


can always take them off if it's pf’ from the sun but also from 
too hot or if contaminated with @\\\ _ intrusive intelligence gathering 
CS gas. Thin long sleeved os ( ‘ by the police. 
shirts protect against sunburn. aX \\ Ky 

\J \y \ Remove jewellery, tie 
A watch — synchronised | Aj up hair and cut nails 
with those of your mates. } w t E _helpawavcld ata 
Pockets with zips L [ i anole = bec 
and rucksack for iff | 7 Teed rca 
putting essentials nto. { . % 


B 
Supplies - plenty of Fy ce Sturdy boots to protect 
water and food; bustcards  ( *\ vou foakigienohate 
(telling you your rights on day!) 
arrest and solicitor's 
number); change for 
phone, bus or taxi fare; 
tampons; toilet roll; midge 
repellent. 


Do not take: 


“Offensive weapons” (anything pointy or heavy eg 
penknives/ screwdrivers); illegal drugs; alcohol (impairs 
your judgement), credit cards, ID (unless you're from a 
foreign country or driving a car), address books/diaries — 
the cops would love to have your mates’ phone numbers. 
Mobile phones: can be useful but get a clean simcard (the 
before you leave. Only |ittle chip where all the info is stored); briefing sheets, 
take what's really maps etc. If you’re arrested the police will search you and 
necessary. can use anything they find as evidence against you or 
other activists. 
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Always empty your 
bags and pockets 


Medical Issues 


ALWAYS carry water and food 
for yourself. Drink lots of water to 
avoid getting dehydrated. Carry 
water in cycling type water bottles 
(the ones that are squeezy with 
pop up tops) as these can be used 
for eye flushes to treat CS gas. Eat 
regularly to avoid your blood 
sugar getting low, which makes 

ou disorientated and a danger to 

ourself and others. Take 
emergency sugar rations 
eg.chocolate, flap jacks. 


TELL your mates if you have 
any medical issues (eg asthma, 
epilepsy, diabetes, pregnancy, heart 
problems etc.) Carry any emergency 
medication you might need, eg 
insulin, inhaler, even if you have not 
had a problem for a long time. Also 
take your prescription (otherwise 
the cops might take it off you). Wear 
a small wristband with medical 
issues written on it to makes it 
easier for medics to treat you. 


UK Action Medics 
provide first aid training 
for actions 


www.actionmedics.org.uk 


Make sure you 
have a first aid 
kit and someone 
with first aid skills 
in your group 


On mass actions TEAR GAS may be used by the police to make people panic 

and to disperse crowds. Most importantly - Stay calm! 

v Wear well-fitting swimming goggles with shatter proof lenses to protect 
your eyes. Prescription swimming goggles are available. Carry vinegar/ 
lemon juice soaked bandanas in sealable plastic bags - effective for short 
periods against breathing CS gas. 

v Make up, sunscreen or midge repellent needs to be water or alcohol based 
rather than oil based. Tear gas is soluble in fat so creams make it worse 
and may cause burns. 

v Bring spare contact lenses / glasses. If exposed to CS gas or pepper spray 
get contact lenses out quickly as the gas can get trapped behind the lenses 
and burn your eyes. 

Y Get rid of any contaminated clothes and flush out eyes with cold water. 
The burning will subside eventually. 
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Basic Blockading 


Techniques 


The aim of all the techniques mentioned below is to increase th 

time that you can remain at the site of an action and therefor, a of 
increase the effectiveness of your protest, whether you are bie ho fully 
entrance to a power station, stopping oil tankers or preven a 


cut down. 


Using your body 


j Ifyou have nothin 

y) then the best thing aan nea 

your own body weight, Sittin : 

lying down makes it much x 

difficult for security quate a 

police to push or move you . 

fs from the place where you we 

£ aly so increase this m 

cu. assi isti 

a eee passively resisting 


Co-operating with others can 
mcrease your effectiveness: 


Linking arms 


Sit close together and link arms 
that can link arms the better. Fi 
carriageway of a road. More th 


Five or mor le th nN link Tms as abi I 
a € people can form a circ. 2 i a ove. f 
eC ery one's facing mwar ds, the circle C in npr egnable b 
an be made more y 


ting trees being 


‘ymbling up your legs as well. If you're facing inwards you won't be able’ 
to see what's happening behind you. Work together with your group and 
act as each other's eyes and ears. 


passive resistance 


passive resistance is an age old protest technique used to slow down your 
removal from a protest once you have been arrested. To some people t's 
an ideological statement about not co-operating with the authorities. 


Essentially you ‘simply relax your muscles so that you go limp. Best to do 
this when you're already sitting or lying, though you can passively resist 
from standing if you're willing to take a fall! By totally relaxing you make it: 
much more difficult for the police to get a good grip of you and to carry 
you. Instead of being walked away by one officer, you will now have to be 
carried which will take. several officers. Depending on how many police are 
at the action this will slow down the removal of you and your group 
considerably and they may even give up when they get tired, or if its too 
far to the police van. Relaxed muscles also hurt less when they gét banged 
and bumped. 
Be aware of the difference between passively and actively resisting 
arrest. If you flail your arms and try to wriggle away or try to release their 
rip on you, you may face a charge of ‘obstructing a police officer in the 
execution of their duty’. 


Remember, it’s always your choice, so if it gets uncomfortable when 
they start to carry or drag you, you can get up and walk at any time. Wear 
old shoes and clothing that won't ride up when you are being carried. A 

-rucksack can help protect your back. Some people advise that you break 
the rule about total relaxation, and keep your chin tucked tightly forward 
to stop your head dangling and possibly being damaged. 


A word on communication 


It's easy to get carried away and start shouting at police to let your 
compadres go, especially when friends are under pressure and possibly in 
‘pain. Remember that you need to be able to communicate with each other. 
Maybe the person being pulled out of your line or circle doesn't want you 
to hang on to their leg and play tug of war with the police, using them as 
the rope. You need to be able to hear them and respond if they ask for 
support, or ask you to let go. Keep communication calm and clear and talk 
through likely scenarios and personal limits in advance, if possible. 
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The tools of the trade 
(Borrowing heavily from.'Road Raging’: www.eco-action.org/rr/ch12.html) 


Banners 

ost basic blockading prop is a banner - there's usually one around 
S eniee Wrap your circle up tight in your banner to make it harder for 
police and security to break you apart. If the banner is made of a tough : 
material so much the better. If you've thought in advance to stitch ina few 
loops of nylon webbing (old seatbelt or rucksack straps) through which you 


can stick hands and feet all well and good...... 


zo) ~,! r r Paint E 

ne Paint and flour mixes have been used to delay 
removal by the police as they often don’t want to 
get their uniforms dirty. Chucking as much messy 
stuff over yourselves can mean a few extra 
moments on the ground before the police get 
® overalls sorted out. 


Seatbelt lock-ons 


These are effective, low tech and cheap. * 7 es Ne. 
They work by you wrapping yourarms & She A) 
around something e.g. a tree or a vehicle 4 ; 
axle, and then putting your wrists 

through loops sewn into your coat lining, _- 
under your armpits - right wrist to left 
armpit and vice versa. Alternatively you © 
can work with others and form lines or ; 
circles by placing your arms round each , < ., 
other and through each others loops. Pa 
Coat loop lock-ons are inconspicuous and m 
action! Sew about a metre of strong, tough material - old seat belts 
(available from scrapyards) or climbing tape - into your coat horizontally 
across the shoulder blades up to the armholes. Then double back the 
excess and sew the ends very firmly into place to form loops. The bigger 
the loops, the easier they are to find in a panicky situation. The smaller 
they are, the harder it is for them to pull your hands out (although you can 
twist the loops round and round so they tighten around your wrists). 
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practice with them, especially if planning to work with others. 


d your shoulder blades directi 
e tape goes aroun: irecting the pressu: 
pack rather than on the coat. The loops are very difficult ae e i 
under your garments and under your armpits, They may rip or cur 
our coat to get to them, so use an old Coat. You can design them to be 
i orn as a ‘waistcoat salt shea them into a coat. If you're having to 
rough airport style security, and can't get any metal it i 
teas are a lot better than nothing! eel ack 


Handcuffs 


Handcuffs are good for carrying in your pocket unobtrusively and for 
Jocking on underneath machinery, to gates etc, but are easy to cut off - 
most handcuffs are pretty flimsy. Loops of strong cord or tape can often be 
just as effective and are cheaper. Decent handcuffs are difficult to find. 

y surplus or "sex shops" sometimes sell weak ones. Most handcuffs can 


our 
peing 


pe undone with a standard key type, which security, police and bailiffs 


often carry. They also have a 'self release' catch that you need to saw or 
snap off before you use them. 


Super glue 

Ah, yes. Who'd have thought that a little bottle of the stuff can be so 
effective. You can superglue your hands to doors, windows or any other 
surface around. Or you could glue your hands together, around an obstacle 
of course. Make staff, security guards and police aware that you're glued 
on and that pulling would seriously hurt you. The only way to get you off is 
a bowl of soapy water, some acetone and a lot of patience... 


Go 


- 4 ' ’ J = e ¥ a : 
Glued on at East Midlands Airport, June 2007 


29 


Padlocks 


Padlocks and chains can be put on gates which may cause confusion and 


hold up work while they run around looking for the keys and then bolt 
rie at Putting superglue or liquid metal in their padlocks means that 
they have to cut off their own locks and keep buying new ones. 


D-Locks 


Bicycle D-locks are a 
pieces of machinery, 


classic direct action tool. They fit neatly around 
gates and your neck. It is worth working in pairs 
when trying to lock on. The person locking on carries the U shaped 
section, and loops it around both a suitable fixed piece of machine/gate 
and their neck. Then their "buddy", carrying lock barrel and key, secures 
the lock, and hides, or runs off with the key. If locking on to a machine, 
someone must let the driver know that operating it will break someone's 
neck. If locking on, you may be there for some time, so choose your point 


carefully. They may remove any blankets or seats you have, and isolate you ~ 


from other protesters, sometimes forming a screen around you. 


You may want to keep a spare key about your person but they may search 
you for it. Any search should be conducted by a same sex officer. If the 
buddy stays (with key) within earshot, then you can be released in an 
emergency. It is important that anything you lock onto cannot be removed 
or unscrewed (like a vehicle foot plate or bumper). Gates can sometimes 
be removed from their hinges, so consider securing the hinge side as well 
as the opening side. If there isn't an immoveable object then D-lock 
yourselves together around the neck in pairs or groups and sit in the road. 


If the police are not expecting you they won’t have the appropriate cutting 
equipment available immediately and so you might be able to stay there 
for an hour or so until they come with boltcroppers. Most contractors have 
their own hydraulic boltcroppers, which cut the strongest lock in seconds. 
The lock gives a frightening jolt when cut, so don't lock on if you have a 
neck injury. Locks are most effective on targets remote from croppers. 


Vehicle lock-ons 


If you are locking on under a vehicle you will need several support people 
to communicate directly with the driver to tell them you are under the 
lorry and that they will kill or injure you if they try to move it. They should 
try to get the driver to switch the engine off. Until it's absolutely clear the 
vehicle's not going anywhere, it's probably best to have one or two people 
standing in front of the lorry to stop it moving, carrying a big 'Stop!' sign. 
Parking a vehicle in front of the lorry is even more effective as the lorry 
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_ aris unlikely to try to drive off into a vehicle, but they have been 
driver a drive through a line of protestors. For more on safety see Delia's 


save Ww eneticsaction.org.uk/delia.pdf. 
u 


Arm tubes 
tubes are best made from thick metal pipe such as old cast iron 
jrainpipes or lampost shafts (ask at your local scrapyard), but can also be 
made from plastic pipe or even cardboard. Your tube needs to be the 
‘ameter of a clothed arm and three to four feet long. Ideally the tube 
aati have a strong metal pin welded across the the middle. It can slow 
down the process of cutting you out of a tube if you hide the welds with 
aint. You also need to make a loop of strong cord, chain or climbing tape 
P ope 8 py Se ewhich fits around your wrist and 
: eas >y) | attaches to a climbing carabiner or 
»  -spring clip (cheaper and available 
_. from most hardware stores). When 
_»- you put your arm in the tube, clip 
Karaginer the carabiner over the centre pin. 
-. ‘ «If you're using a tube withouta 
~ CHAN WRIST CoP pin, you'll need to clip on to your 
proDING _. ... {partners carabiner. Remember that 
Pa ne oe if you lock-on with handcuffs, you 
won't be able to release yourself. Check before the action how many layers 
of clothing you need to wear to get a snug but not too tight fit in the 


armtube. 
Arm tubes can be used in lots of ways: as a chain across a road or 


- entrance; as a big circle in the road or around machinery; two people can 


use armtubes to lock themselves around part of a vehicle chassis or around 
the wheel of a lorry; or one peson can use a shorter tube or a 'V' shaped 
tube to wrap themselves around a digger arm, vehicle prop-shaft:or a post. 
Depending on the configuration of the entrance/road you want to block, 
you might also want to consider using 'Y' shaped tubes for securing a chain 
of arm tubes to immovable objects, like lamp posts, at either side of the 
road. : 


The police or baliffs will try to remove you if they can without actually 
cutting through the arm tubes. They sometimes try to push a hooked blade 
on a pole down the tube, to cut any cord or tape attaching you to the tube. 
Having a tight fit with your clothing or padding the arm-tube with foam, 
fabric etc, can hinder this, as can using chain instead of fabric to attach 
your clip to your wrist. They also sometimes use fibre-optic cameras to try 
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to see what your arm is attached with, but its easy to obscure the probe 


with your hand. 

They may use threats and intimidation or inflict pain using pressure points 
or teristing your arm until you unlock yourself or they may use the ‘lets 
wait until one of them needs a pee' strategy. The answer to that of course 
is not to drink too much before hand and to wear incontinence pants! 


If they can't persuade you to get out of the lock-on then they will probably 
use an angle grinder to cut the tube near the pin until there is a hole large 
enough to get in to cut the tape or chain or to unclip the carabiner. Once 
one tube is cut then the whole line or circle is broken. 


Staying comfortable 


It can get cold sitting or lying on the groud so dress for the weather and 
stuff bin liners and pieces of roll mat down the back of your trousers. Take 
lots of snacks and drinks but remember to have some support people 
who can feed you if you have both arms in tubes! Be aware that your 
support people may be moved away or even arrested. Lock-on at the last 
practicable moment as it can be uncomfortable, and go to'the loo first! 


Concrete Lock-ons 


Concrete lock-ons or ‘dragons' can be built in houses, up trees, at the base 
of trees, in oil barrels, washing machines, roads, in cars and in tunnels. 
They are constructed from an arm tube, 
with a metal crossbar at the bottom, 
which is then set in concrete. The 
concrete mix is: 1 part cement to 3 parts 
sandy aggregate, it can be strengthened 
using washing up liquid. Pieces of 
chopped-up tyres and metal mesh, nuts 
and bolts, bits of scrap metal can be 
added to the concrete mix to hinder 
drilling out the concrete. The concrete 
needs time to set to its full strength so 
make them well in advance. When ite 
building, plan it so that the person will be | 
in a comfortable position as they could be |. TT 
there for some time. To lock-on, put your arm down the arm-tube and clip 
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your arm tome © 


ross bar (see Arm tubes). 


n't get your arm out, they will probably use a combination of 
if they C4 1s to cut through any outer barrel or other metal coating and get 
i i concrete. They will then need to cut through the arm tube, 
throug ing an angle-grinder. This will take quite a while, and will be noisy, 
a Pid scary. Have goggles, ear plugs and a dust mask with you. 
us 


tea 
iJ] nee 

they wit a move you all from the road. You could weld a very heavy object 

you a Jock-on to make it even harder to move - cattle-grids, steel plates, 


lorry W 
through 
All the advice about support, confort and safety from the Arm tube section 


applies to lock-ons. 


Disposable cars 


You can buy scrap cars very 
* Cheaply, but you will get arrested if ° 
= you're stopped while driving an 
3 unroadworthy, uninsured, untaxed 

| car. You can use cars to blockade 
gates, roads, motorways - just 
‘2 about anything. You can immobilise 
a the car by slashing the tyres, 
~~ removing wheels, or turning it over. 
“<< You could also try building 
: XY concrete lock-ons into the car, 
welding armtubes to the chassis or 
“ simply using D-locks to lock on to 
| your own vehicle! 


Safety and comfort 


™% You need people to ensure vehicles 
aren't moved when you're locked 
on and help mediate if you're facing aggression, as well as people to keep 
you fed, watered and to light your fags when you've got both arms in arm 
tubes. It might be worth having someone to liaise with the police to ensure 
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ses SedNG the safety implications of your action 


Communication and decision-making 


you're locked on Under a Vehicle, or in 
Know tor suve what's going on around you, 
gate ota Sompound and have no idea whether ; 
gate ano still in place, Having someone to roam f 
Person to person, and keep everyone up to date with what' 

Vital, They can also facilitate decision making for the group as a whole. 
Other roles 


you plan to use the media, you may need to ask Someone to be the face 
and voice of your action. The police are unlikely to let cameras get too 
close to locked on activists, so you may never get the chance to say your 
Well prepared piece, 

You may also Want observers to 
tocol any arrests and ensure a 
station, 


help reduce the risk of aggression and to 
rrested activists get support at the police 


Remember support people ‘on the ground' 

quite likely that at some stage they'll all be 
Move away trom the site of the action, Sinc 
support from the back of a police transit va 
snother role for the ‘police liaison’ person? 


are not immune from arrest. It's 
asked (or more likely, told) to 
e they can't offer effective 


n, they may need to negotiate - . 


NV Dealing with Aggression c/? 


i he 
i tions - from employees, ul 
ith aggression on ac ied 
te Te nd sometimes ae anges eiaeh ey what sa lead 
any & iend being hurt. ‘what 
oe passe when heme oe eerey = help to avoid these situations 
it” 


; on ai 

“90S Ww,’ a and violence fi 

Tesi ep the action safe. 7 eae 
Peo and keep aims - Work out what it is you want to errr icant 
* focussed rap gone motivation and sense of purpose can 

tay ‘ this. Ac : : ituation. 

& ou eee a chaotic, frightening situa ntact 
stay focuss ity groups. This not only Stina -up 
Work in obbtote the group starts to get — : Pedra 
‘eae axed andalers toy ee Oe or feel your 

alm, relax ond in good time. If y ah 
Se en so that you — ma deep slow breaths into your stomach - this 
adrenalin ow you to think more clearly. 
calm you 


Biro) d 
atmosphere for yourself and others. Make music, sing an 
itive 
h page and chocolate around. 
laugh. 


their 
ing. Show respect. Be aware of 

ent as a human being. enue 
Ube pe otave action. They may also be worried or afrai 

ae ae you would like to be treated. 

ina 


se 
d others. Look relaxed and open, u 
uage — your own an 

Watch body lang 


Create a po 


F : : 
h Vi = avoid sudden moves which could be inter preted as 
and mo ements 
2 gentle 


: ‘Avoid aati 
t. Don’t make fists. Use non-threatening eye contact. Avoid getting 

hitting out. a 

i eople’s personal space. A a 

fe : act submissive or frightened. Don’t plead and beg, don’t fold arm 

Don 


i i insulting. 
At the same time don’t be aggressive, ee or g 
eas may make an attacker feel justified. 


i t clear 
“T" ions. Keep your voice low bu 
e. Say “I”, ask questions a 
sae ener nd but firm. Do not an poe ee sie im 
rece Only interrupt if people are being personal ly abusive. 
Ate that you have heard what is being said. 


i ise. Use humour, 
Do the unexpected - it can be a distraction and Ne pe fe a 
shake hands, sit down, offer coffee etc. Become active 
the situation and transform it. 
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Spotting Trouble - Pp olice Tactics eyed, but not often used - guidance refers to life threatening 


i f i i ds, but mostly when 
as is jssue' r spray is used, not generally in crowds, 

“Control, Contain, Disperse” Gutions Eby spraying boo age Ment verge never been 

In Britain the police favour close ; aking igh mainland but are . 
: Avia: y contact ne mi Britis 
with large groups of people. The iavounie eee a Policing when faceq ysed OF the tect buildings, seal off streets, and to ee pace 
Very large groups into smaller ones and surround ae cs +S to divide Je. The only safe response is to poate e tram 2 
find yourself in such a containment (“kettle”) Ontain them. If yo a ses calmly but swiftly. Do not sit down in front o at 
Pispare yourself for a long ath of the poe Jed. Instead, move around the horses and 


wait, before you are either ° et tramp. 
by one: let out (after being searched) or arrested one Males you Wehind them as soon as the horses have passed. 
‘ ‘ e spi : eas 
To avoid being contained keep your eyes open at all times and watch up th be used, especially to protect buildings, patrol rural areas 
Cc 


also 
oy fing for drugs. 


mall groups of cops (usually six, in a triangular 


Dogs ™ 


what the police are up to. Police lines are usually formed on one side first and for $2 


and then the other, so if you spot this ther 


: € is still time to move res Rates 
keep your eyes open for any large concentrations of cops down side ee snatch S mae sent into the crowd to snatch and arrest individuals. 
streets. Continuously moving about makes it more difficult for them t formation) eople that the cops think are “ring leaders”, or just 
contain you. mio 4A these I ont like the look of. They also like to target people with ae 
: Je the i ther and i 

oe sign ne might signal imminent containment or a baton charge is Posaical nent Came pete ante pam tee it. 

ee eee va erent a senior police officer pointing out people they 

ou c 


When they fail to divide groups, S 
riot police are sent in lines to break ents a 
up and disperse crowds, by hitting pe ‘ 
out with batons. Be aware that police 


ill o 
Mounted (horseback) police are colleagues and wi 
also used in the same way. It's p 
important to understand that once Intelligence gathering is the police's favourite intimidation tactic. 
given the order for a baton charge Expect to see lots of intelligence gatherers with video and stills cameras. 
the police won't distinguish CCTV cameras will often be installed on roof tops and you will be filmed 


ted. Often a snatch squad is used to incite violence, to create a 
ttacking the protesters. 


officers do not like to be isolated from their 
ften react very violently to this situation. 


between violent or non-violent from helicopters hovering above. One way to protect yourself from this is 
protesters. As far as they are to wear a wide brimmed hat and sunglasses or fancy dress. Be aware 
concerned, if you are not —_ though that the police can arrest you if you refuse to take off “any items 
Tips for large protests: a troublemaker you worn for disguise”. 
would have left the area 
e Form affinity groups and have a buddy with a long time ago. Police in 
you. Britain are issued with 
e Stay alert and keep moving around, as a metal retractable batons, 
group and individually. which cause nasty head 
e Fill gaps and face outwards so you can see wounds but minimise the 
what's going on. risk of brain damage or 
e Link arms if possible — this forms protective death. 


barriers and gives moral support. 
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Dealing with the Police, 


ntact with the police. Make sur, 
al information on it as well as phone mtave 
Write the numbers of legal support aa 
when going on an action in case yous 
d or arrested contact legal support gt nid 
th 


anae 
U into 
J] undoubtedly get in 
et card with the basic leg 
for your legal support eae 
solicitors on your hand or a 
the bustcard. Ifyou get stoppe 


away. 


Bp 


‘e Be calm and assertive. Don't be 
intimidated. Know your rights. 


e Ask to speak to the senior officer 
(PCs know nothing anyway). Present 
e Try not to lose your temper or 

swear (this may be used as an excuse 
arrest you). to 


e Lay off the drink (this may also be 
used as an excuse to arrest you), 


e Keep a watchful eye out for other po} 
and other protesters. police 


The police will ask you all sorts of questions which you're not obliged to 
answer. They are out to gather information. Don't give it to them, for your 
sake and that of your fellow protesters. You don't even have to give your 
name and address when you are randomly stopped or searched. The only 
time you do have to give your name and address is when the cops 
reasonably suspect you of committing or witnessing an offence or when 
they detain/arrest you. Make sure you know the specific legal rights of the 
area that you are protesting in. These differ in England, Ireland, Scotland 
and Wales, and the police can deal with you differently in some areas, such 
as on land owned by the Ministry of Defence. 


“No comment”! 
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Security resources 


insa 


curi Ry : 
— 2 urity for activists site - still being built, but conta! 


¢ www.activists 
comprehensive 
o www.mespotlight.org/case 


information about infiltration. 3 
Sa wwéreebeagles.org/articles/mobile _ phones.html - mobile phones. 


www. angelfire.com/pe2/peaceprojecvactiv.htm| - article about covert activities against 
4 canst groups - including lots of useful web links. 
www. theregister.co.uk/2001 j09/06/eu_releases_echelon_spying, 


report on Echelon (plus link to EU report) 


no2id.net/ - Campaign against Identity Cards in the UK. 
cunt of how police intercepted a 


ecurity.org - Sec! 
briefing on security issues. 


/trial/story.html - story of the McLibel case, including 


| report/ - article on EU 


www. 
ea http://indymedia.org.uk/en/2004/10/300000.html! - acc 


covert GM action. 
¢ www.eco-action.org/rr/ch13.html - Road Raging Campaign Security. 
Computer Stuff 

@ www.pgpi.org/ - get P 
disks!) 
www.shac.net/pgp - how to use PGP for Windows. 
secdocs.net/manual/Ip-sec/ - APC's particpating in safety computer briefings. 


www.anon.inf.tu-dresden.de/ - Free Anonymous Proxy (anonymous web browsing). 


GP for Windows (for Linux, use GPG and look in your distribution 


¢$¢¢ 


http://www.theregister.co.uk/security/security_report_windows_vs_linux/ - report 
comparing security of Windows and Linux. 
@ www.evel.nl/spinwatch/TRFrontpage.htm - Eye opening account of big business 
infiltrating and incapacitating protest groups 
Recommended Reading 
Battling Big Business - Countering greenwash, infiltration and other forms of corporate bullying, 
Eveline Lubbers, Green Books, 2002, ISBN 190399814X 


http://news.com.com/2100-1029-6140191.html - bugging switched off phones. 


39 


Run by activists for activists - make use of them! 
Train medics for your affinity groups to provide first aid on actions 
www.actionmedics.org.uk 
Workshops/info on post-traumatic stress, how to help yourself / your friends 
individual support and group debriefings. www.activist-trauma.net : 
Workshops and guides on direct action and consensus, forming affinity groups 
action techniques, exploring non-violence, security, media etc. i 


www.seedsforchange.org.uk 

http://tripodtraining.org/ 

www.tridentploughshares.org 

www.turning-the-tide.org 

www.activistsecurity.ora 

www.eco-action.org/blinc 

www.uhce-collective.org.uk/knowledge/toolbox/toolbox.him 
tees 


General DA Glides //Activistresources 

www.eco-action.org/rr/ - Anti roads protest guide 
www.geneticsaction.org.uk/resources/delia.pdf — Interesting blockading guide 
www.actupny.org/documents/C Ddocuments/CDindex.himl - New York site with 


loads of resources 
www.starhawk.org/activism/activism.html 
www.earthfirst.org.uk/manchester/porder.htm — public order guide 
www.peacenews.info/tools — includes dealing with fences and 
organising mass actions 

Info on legal rights 

www.activisislegalproject.org.uk 


www.yourrights.org.uk/ @nti-copyright 
www.freebeagles.org use and share this 
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: en | ’ “verbal cons = 
mamb hen I first heard about ver ait 
= nee old ami it was all over the news that 
i: sa college had passed a sexual assault prevention 
lr aay that said you had to ask before each new stage 


| 
a 


I 


of making out, amd that you had to get verbal consm t, e 
In much‘of the media, it was attacked as some king of \ = 
uptight, mtdi-sex, feminist takeover, but for me, md 7 

for a lot ef people, it was the begiming of being able\ 

‘ envision and work toward a mre healthy sexuality, 


7 me col, ae 
Antioch policy, I blamed myself for ny 
\ Pe ta say 'no!. Saying ‘no! was the only t ing 
I ould think of to avoid unwanted sex, nd ance I 
couldn't say it, I felt like I just had to go along _ 
with whatever. Learning about verbal o naant opened 3 
up a whole world for me. I started practicing it. 


i wld take the 
tho I wished other people wo 
css ae ask me for consent, there was something 
ally empowering ‘amd sexy ami sweet about comstantly = 
aie then '4s this ok?', 'do you want me to do this?! 7 


Sometimes it helped me to realize I wasn't the only 
, One who was scared or unsure. Sometimes checking in 
“with them helped ms check in with myself. 

For the moat part, I dih 't imow what. my own 
boundries were. andI think learning our bewadre ae a 
‘is a life long process. We can do some figuring out D 
on our own, but mt all of it. and it changes. i 


and I think it is ao very essential that w: Jyonor ae 
whatever ways we Inve survived... end that we e_ 
honor the ways we are surviving now. 


: we ge 


; Hearing people talk about their ow experiences with 
‘consent helps me feel less crazy and less alone. 
It gives ma hope that we wild be able to change the 

— eachother. , \ 
Things have already changed. I think it is important 
to remember this. From the founding of the first 
ou = - - = om r Z 
Broups like Men Can Stop Rape, Sister Song, Philly's 
Pissed, Generation 5 ~ these and all the books and 
zines and conversations and art shows and speakouts 


wrld we live in - tmt we will be able to charge 
rape crisis center, the first feminist women's health 
and songs and friendships. they are changing thirgs. 


what gets taken for granted, and how we see and 
A center, the first wrkshop on consent, the forming =A 
I q@ See it. even then there is so much still, 


Talking abut our experiences with consent, our 
strugglés, our mistakes am how we've learned, these 
are part of a much larger revolutionary struggle. 

I feel lucky to have been asked to compile this zine, 
and am amazed by the bravery of the contributors, 


And I am amazed by your bravery too. Yes, you. Ina 
world which asks us not to care too deeply or question 


too closely, it is brave to be here with this. 
Learning Good Consent, 


pra COpIrs 
oe 3? ool ees 


eR teers 
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_.Not all of the questions have right o 


r wrong answers. We put them together with the hopes that it 


would help people to think deeply, and to help open up conversations about consent 
I know it's 8 long fist, but plea 


How do you defi 


5. 


6. 


7, Do you look only for verb: 


8. 
9. 


10. 


11. 


13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 


17. 


18. 


49. Do you pursue friendship with 


iendship if thal perso! 7 
one ee oieone sexually even after they have said 


20. 
21 


22. 


23. 


25. 
26. 


27. 


| Do you think that if someone i 
aoa them in ways you normally wouldn't? 
tf someone is promiscuous, do you think 
Do you think that if someone dresses in a 

_ Hf someone dresses a certain way do you 


yor 
. Do you think about 


or 


ever been unsure about whe 


wanted tobe doing whal 
that it would change? Di 
fo you and you 


G 
continue because you felt It was you 
Do you think itis the other person's res} 


express that whal is happening is not ok? 


you are doing? 
How might someone 
Do you think it is possil 
Have you ever as! 


ine consent? 
Iked about consent 


ith what the other pe 
didn't want to deal ea? How do you feel about the 


ponsibility to say something i they arenti 


ked someone what kinds of signs you 


se read and think honestly about these questions, one al a time. 


i ers(s) or friends? 
have you racial oa nie af consent differently than 
ve 2 
ing sexual with 
not the person you were being sexu 
a? Did you talk about it? Did you ignore it in hones 
( doing because fwas are a 
was experiencing y 
ath re choke you made? 
into what 


t you were doin: 
id you continue what you were 


al signs or are there other signs? 


: r nsent? 
to misinterpret silence for co should look for i they have a hard 


time verbaiing when something feels wrong? «sare in a serious relationship or do you 


Do you only ask about 


these kinds of things if yo 


jons 1007 
fee! able to talk in casual situations 
Do you think talking ruins the mood? 


everything is ok? 
If you achieve consent 
if someone 


before touching in differe! 
Are you resentful of people who ni 
Are hae usually attracted to people who fit the t 


united stales? 


Do you pursue 


. Do you assume that if 


uu? 


with people? IF so, do 
or do you talk about th 


know? 


consents to one thing, do you assume everythi 


affection, sexuality and bou 


142. Do you think consent can be erotic? 
Do you think about people's af 
Do you check in as things prograss of 


buse histories? . 
do you assume the original consent means 


s ok after that? 
plea reap ecginimepie ing else is ok or do you ask 
i levels? 
or taking things to more intense 
ly eed or want fo talk about being abused? Why? — 
raditional standard of beauty es seen in ul 


people because you want to be with them, and then give up 


ual 5 
n isn't interested in you sex Cy just want to be friends? 


someone is affectionate they are probably sexually interested in 

i Issues 
indaries? Do you talk about these 
when you want to be sexual with someone} 


you talk about them only you genuinely want tog 


em because you think It is {mportant and 


bout your own Intentions? : ; AER 
24. piacere He talk someone Into doing something they showed hesitancy 


Do you think hesitancy Is a form of flirting? 


Are you aware that In some instances it is not? 
Have you ever thought someone's actions w 


message they wanted 


approval? 


. Do you understand thai 


that a person might wa 


ere flirtatious when that wasn't actually the 


jel across? —_ 
sr is promiscuous that makes it ok to objectify them, or talk 


it's less important to get consen! 
certain way it makes It ok to objectify them? 


t there are many other reasons, that have nothing to do with you, 
nf to dress or act in a way that you might find sexy? 


think it means they want your sexual attention c: @ 


33. Are you attracted to people with a certain kind of gender presenta’ 
34. Have you ever objectified someone's gender presentation? 
. Do you assume thal each Person who fits a certain perceived gender presentation wil 


interact with you in the same way? 


. Do you think sex is a game? 
. Do you ever try to get yourself into situations that give you an excuse for touching 


someone you think would say “no” if you asked? i.e., dancing, getting really drunk around 
them, falling asleep next to them. 


. Do you make people feet “unfun" or “unliberated” if they don't want to Uy certain sexual 


things? 


. Do you think there are ways you act thal might make someone feel thal way even ff it's not 


what you're trying to do? 


. Oo you ever try and make bargains? /.e. "if you let me _, l'ldo 


for you"? 


- Have you ever tied asking someone what theyre feeling? IF so, did you listen to them 


and respect them? 
Have you used jealousy as a means of control? 


. Do you feel like being in a relationship with someone means thal they have an obligation 


to have sex with you? 


. What ff they want to abstain from sex for a week? a month? a year? 


Do you whine or threaten if you're not having the amount of sex or the kind of sex that you 
want? 
Do you think it’s ok to initiate something sexual with someone who's sleeping? 


. What if the person is your partner? 
- Do you think it's important to talk with them about it when they're awake first? 


Do you ever look at how you interact with people or how lo treat people, positive or 
Negative, and where that comes from/ where you leamed it? 


. Oo you behave differenuy when you've been drinking? 
. What are positive aspects of drinking for you? What are negalive aspects? 
. Have you been sexual with people when you were drunk or when they were drunk? Have 


you ever felt uncomfortable or embarrassed about It the next day? Has the person you 
were with ever acted welrd to you afterward? 


- Do you seek consent the same way when you are drunk as when you're sober? 
- Do you think it is important to talk the next day with the person you've been sexual with if 


there has been drinking involved? If not, Is it because it's uncomfortable or because you, 
think something might have happened that shouldn't have? Or is it because you think 
that's just the way things go? 


. Do you think people need to take things more lightly? 
. Do you think these questions are repressive and people who look critically at their sexual 


histories and thoir current behavior are uptight and should be more "liberated"? 
Oo you think liberation might be different for different people? 


. Do you find yourself repeating binary gender behaviors, even within queer relationships 


and friendships? How might you doing this make others fec!? 


. Do you view sexuality and gender presentation as part of a whole person, or do you 


consider those to be exclusively sexual aspects of people? 
If someone is dressed in drag, do you take it as an invitation to make sexual comments? 
Do you fetishize people because of their gender presentation? 


- Da you think only men abuse? 


Oo you think that in a relationship between people of the same gender, only the one who 
is more "manly* abuses? 


. How do you react if someone becomes uncomfortable with what you're doing, or if they 


don't want to do something? Do you get defensive? Do you feel guilty? Does the other 
Person end up having to take care of you and reassure you? or are you able to step back 
and listen and hear them and support them and take responsibility for your actions? 


. Do you tell your side of the story and try and change the way they experienced the 


situation? 


. Do you do things to show your partner that you're listening and that you'te interested in 


their ideas about consent or thelr ideas about what you did? 


- Do you ever talk about sex and consent when you're not in bed? 
. Have you ever raped or sexually abused or sexually manipulated someone? Are you able 


to think about your behavior? Have you made changes? What kinds of changes? 


69. Are you ‘uncomfortable with y 
Ls heer af lancear era ness or your own abust 


ways? If so, have you ever been able to talk to anyo' 


‘a history caused you to act in abusive 


a * 
ne about it? Do you think Lalking 


ever ha 

Ly pad ane ever feel obligated to initiale eth 
75. What if days, months, or years fater. 

" What you did? Do you grill them? 
76. Do you initiate conversations 
7, Do you think that saying som: ce 

~ Do you take your F a 
us Do you think that if one per ase sup 

Tee ont og ey don't want to, 

rf if a person has 2 
i birth control? - — 

complain or refuse safe sex or the type of D control partni 


bo ep ond sae 
<4 steed ok there Is ongo can do to 


communities? 


violence in our 


suppoRsy 2\Ne 
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T have this muscle memory of distrust. My first ictanet By Shannon Perez-Darby 


is to pull away; it’s to push you ‘away. 1 want to distrust you, 
1 want you to push a little further because that’s familiar 


because, “the devil you know is better than the devi} you don’t...” or however that goes. 1 

Want to Iearn how to do it differently. 1 want to teach my body another way of being. For 

me all of this learning, sex, abuse, power, crossed boundaries, panic attacks and anxiety, 

. all lives inside my body. My body reacts from its memory, from the ways it’s learned to 
ce. 


So how do I do it differently? I work at a domestic violence organization and my job is 
essentially to talk about relationships. My job is healing and triggering all at once. When 
T think back to crossed boundaries, to consent, to the moments J've been asked about what 
I want, how I want to be touched and how I don’t want to be touched my answer is silence 
more often than not. 

SSS SSS ea 
You can ask for consent, be willing to hear yes and no, you can be engaged and present 
but if I’m too hurt to sit with you, to sit in my body with my responses and feelings then 
where docs that leave me? When I think about accountability 1 think about al) the ways 
I’ve leamed to go along with it, to make things casy and to not make waves. There are so 
many moments when it’s easier to say nothing, to not have to speak up or define my edges 
for you. 1 get to hide in the blurriness. It feels tess scary to say nothing and pickup the 
pieces inside of myself than say no and have to discover where I start and you stop. I get 


* Jost in the messy places between us and that’s not love and that’s not accountability. For 


me accountability is showing up with my whole self, it’s being present and brave cnough 
to actually be somewhere with someone imstead of hiding in my own insccuntties, fear and 
internalized shit. 1 want to do better than hiding. [ know I can do better than sort of 
showing up. 


As someone who mostly has sex with other folks 
around conscat in my life and communiti 


untability feels muddled. I believe the guys I was 
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better, which doesn’t mean that 


fucked up but they also shouldn’t be demonized for 


"t be accoun 
clea When we make peopl = - = 
it makes sense to put into this idea because a en again I’m 
Se rene ces and not mine. ButIdo wantto push my = 
Sy ccountability models. I’m not sure we have all of the 
east omens accountability models at this exact moment 

talkin; oe about sexual assault within our own radical 
=i the values of community, social justice and ae 
meen around consent and accountability in our se 


I'm not sure h 
‘centering on th 
communities to '¢ 
skills to be enacting 
but J think we can be 
communities and how 
oppression into our co! 
interactions. 


i have been sexually coercive has 

r demonize the people who , ; 

ier to sgrien —— for the most part these oa eebated ee 
tere mie feat een kira a ey wil 50 as far as they can with 
they're i the viet that says that guys are the drivers, be bg eeoki metal 
ont irls j eaks, always guar ; 1 ) wil 
acer aap haly apeneleTs usiless we put a stop to : be a ees me 
mat SiGe setup for the folks doing masculinity eae ere pe rae 
- ae ae emotions, to not want fo have sex, or to fee anythin 
have a full ran; , 


craze whatever 

i i “5 a setup for women because 
d, always — for and wanting sex. It oe paerinetopaccen, 
happens is our fault. 


“Saying that I don 


itber we don’t say anything and si 
up and we are trouble makers or prudes. 


SS 


i false dichotomy that straight men are inherently coercive and 
ea ee vical thus having on equitable (sexual) relationships because that’s not 
true, and that idea is getting in the way of creating community accountability models. 
Homos protect the fucked up things we do to each other and it’s scary to talk about 
because what if that proves all of the fucked up things homophobic society says about us? 
What if we can’t have equable relationships? What if we are pedophiles? What if we 
really can’t have healthy relationships? Not talking about it is not keeping us safe, it’s 
keeping us isolated and it’s making sure that we perpetuate the same shitty coercive 
dynamics that we have learned. It means that when coercion and sexual assault happens 
in our queer communities we don’t talk about it, we internalize our oppression and we 
stay hidden. 


7 sth all of these contradictory things. } { 
oe Sos eps with the language all of the | 
co 


could. I believe that they wanted + 


SEE eee 


I want more models for the relationships and kinds of sex I want to be having in my life, 
Sometimes the queers in my life pretend that we’re morc radical than coercion and abuse, 
that this stuff doesn’t affect us, and that it doesn’t seep into our sex lives and 
relationships. Pretending that I'm more “down” than you, that I’m more radica! and 
liberated reinforces the same stuff I’m trying to unleam. It makes us feel like we are not 
Cnough. 1’m tired of us all feeling like we're not ok. What would it look like to believe 
that we could do it another way, that we could do it a million other ways? What would 
our sexual interactions look like if we believed that we were ok, if we were allowed to be 
our whole selves, if we saw ourselves as whole? What would it look like to be able to sit 
with our fears and to engage in a process of accountability with each other? What if we 
Were able to show up in a centered, solid, whole, and graceful way? What would 
accountability look like? What would we need to even imagine this? 


ee 


The scariest thing I can think to say to someone that I’m having sex with is that 1 don’t 
want to have sex. What does my accountability process look like around this? What does 
consent look like when I’m not even sure I could tell you no? I don’t think this is the 
most loving way J can show up. When our scripts shifis and I’m the one touching you, 
I'm initiating sex and I'm no longer the brakes but actively engaged then what does 
consent look like? All of a sudden my responsibility shifts. I’ve trained myself to go with 
the flow and now I have a more equitable role in asking bow you like to be touched, how 
you don’t want to be touched, what’s too light aud what’s not hard enough and not just 
once but all the time, it’s a constant process of engagement. When | look at this power 
shift it’s a re-cnvisioning of the sex | had when I was younger. I can fee] the complexity 
and layers to the ways that we eam how to treat each other. You can have someone's 
best intentions in mind and that doesn’t mean that you won't fuck up. That’s the scariest 
thing, sometimes when it comes to crossing people boundaries it doesn’t matter where 


your heart is. That is to say that we can be trying our best and still cross each other 
boundaries. 


in my healing process but mostly my experience has been that 1 
happening for other folks. We have a lot invested in people that perpetrate sexual assault 
as evil villains and people that are surviving sexual assault as perfect angels. This 

: out power. Often we get 
without asking for it and giving power away can feel counter intuitive because it’s 
something we're not taught to do and have almost no models fo 
have power and Privilege don’t necessaril 


- : —— an amazing thing it is that someone is even able to say that at all? 
——— Fe 


iia, 


Accountability is a process and part of that process is screwing up. That’s sO scary and so 
real because when the stakes are this high screwing up docsn’t really feel like an option. 
But what if instead we see accountability as a process we get to engage with when we 
fuck up, that fucking up is going to happen and instead of denial and hiding, instead of 
saying that we didn’t know any better (whether that’s true or not) we apologize, figure out 
what was going on for us, what places inside of us our actions are centered in and then 


figure out what we're going to do about it, Because screwing up is a part ofthe deal but =: 
that doesn’t mean we get to fuck up in the same way Over and over agam. We engage so 
we don’t keep fucking up in the exact same ways. | want to fuck up in totally new ways. 


EEE 


In order to do this we have to be coming from a place where we assume that people are = 
trying their hardest and where people really are trying they’re hardest. Because the reality’ S 
is that people do really sbitty things to each other all of the time and frankly I don’t know 2 
how to make sense of that. Asa survivor of abuse, as a domestic violence advocate, as a 
friend and a person in community with other people I’ve seen and heard some of the Fe 
really shitty awful things that people do to cach other. Folks call us all ofthe time with == 
really heavy hard stories and those are true and real and everyone makes sense of their 3 
experiences and finds healing in ways that are real for them. I fee) like ] can't say it too " 

iJ 


much, healing is a process. 


ae ' 


Accountability is not taking all of the responsibility and apologizing forever. We all 
know the script; someone screws up and when they’re called on it their response is, “It’s 
all my fault, how could J do this, I am a terrible person, how could you even like mc?” In 
this script the person who didn’t necessarily mess up ends up comforting the person wbo 
is trying to be accountable. It’s a way of looking like we're being accountability without 
actually having to apologize and look at our actions. Sometimes this seems almost like 
accountability but really it’s a mask that keeps us from sitting with ourselves and getting 
real about what's going on with us. I choose to believe that the people in my life are 
doing the best they can. That doesn’t mean that they get to treat me badly or do shitty 
things. Holding this complexity has often been very painful for me, jumping from 
uneamed trust in people who keep crossing my boundaries and not respecting me to 
martyrdom, so that sampone fucks up I keep throwing myself into the fire saying, “they're 
doing the best thy can”: ! believe there can be a place in between, a place where I can be 
real with myself and prosent for the constant engagement it takes to be good to the people 


in my life and demand respect and kindness. 
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here are so 
me ways i . 
pat ur aie ee big to ask in the 


(talking about it whe 
| Naked 1S always better 


may i 2? 
touch 2 
Kiss. 3 a3 
put my ; > 


ee you into this? 
= are you feeling? 
at would you like me to do? 


I think it;s 
Soa 3 hot when my partner 


d 


i Be | Pe ike 

i . 

fae do you like? 

!} Would you like it if i ? 


Where do 
{ you see this going? 
What should I look fue if aon 
D. Start to shut down? 


how do you define consent? 
write it down 


; and keep it in your pocket 


— a list of your goals for 
uture sex and then write how 
to achieve them. 


keep it in your pocket 


write a list of current boundaries 
keep it in your pocket 


but don't forget 
n you're not half 
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@j It made me feel terrible about myself. But what felt worse was that bene | 
g refused to tell me when I was pushing him too far, or to get angry with 

me. I began to realize that I was scaring my own partner so much, and 
was too absorbed by my own trauma, that he didn't feel safe telling me 
= when J was hurting him. Because he didn't want me to feel like the kind 
= of person who would willingly coerce their partner, or couldn't see their 
=S< Own bad behavior. He wanted to protect me from myself, while I dealt with 
233 the trauma of being raped. I love him for it stil, but I do wisb that we 
2 = Could have found some way to deal with my coercive behavior too; I'm still? 
= == learning how to do this. I need to be called out on my shit, But we just 
2 =a couldn't seem to do that with one another; we broke up after three years 

together. 

‘= Now, I'm with someone who will te 
him during sex and it doesn't feel ri 


y) triggering | F 
bY? ss 


i 
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Sate iek nals i my dorm. At 

‘lost’ his virginity to F d ran across campus to F 
boyfriend, an 

| had cheated on my 


ame, 1 didn't understand what consent and rape re 
time, 


Ul me when I'm pressuring him; if slap 
he did; to all 
for 3 years. However, 


ight, we stop and talk about it. 
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nec oS  eonpletat = aes our is — anoo mee pormamee! bale i 
ife; 1 didn't tell an: ving with the know Our jealousy and abandonment issues, while sti Owing cach other 
oe Ficedis 1 spent the next 3 Pe  toveieae: Hell, the space we need to do what we want, have sex with who we want, and 
ast our friends thought I tonne = , ultimately not drive each other so crazy that we don't want to be 
my ‘ with my boyfrien 
thought I had cheated on 


. ! together anymore. Being with 
Thinking I was a slut, a bad woman, esate give two shits about me; 


aes though, in that I'm learning ee in es Hoch aes 

do't i Bo 

nights fucking around with oe i os again,” as] tried Be dy a) sex that allows me to slip into roles where i can (safely) be controlled. 
asking things ~ eng bed: bolding up my limp, intoxicate Ss It's amazing to think about my: 

@ drunkenly fall aslecp 


self becoming capable of expanding what sex 


oy can be for myself, and learning to overcome so many of the feelings that 
‘ Bee stemmed from my rape, shit i couldn't put together while i was with ny 
. =e last 2 partners. It's also really amazing (and terrifying) to bave SE 
aoe as someone around to point out when I'm engaging in coercive or manipulative < 
= 9 behavior. We continue to have discussions around the understanding that 

SS “perpetrator” and "survivor" are not mutually exclusive terms. And while 
it's hard to hear someone i lo 
and being manipulative, I'm 
willing to stick with me while 

4 =: 


= Ifa. 
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wom ma = eee eae me. 1 bad words for what 
$e women's core realized what had happened to orl 
eel eae) didn't sound anything like che: ; 

ay assaulted, violated. - 

a1 began talking about it to everyone; I 


i deal with this shit. 
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‘ But J also learned that by not ee ed 
in coercive behavior with him. When 
The eave in. I coulda deal with be 


Fiat Is Safte 
excerpt from 


Most people think of safety as 8 

safety, it is not always reliabl 
dealing with 

survivor, you 4 

important, it does not n 

are safe, or safe cnough 


fine. While fecling safe is 
d on which-to determine if you’ 


W WHAT TELLS YOU THAT YOU ARE SAFE? 


F ay? 
feel in your bo ; 
1 "How do you tc mind abuse? (No ove iS: 


safe and free of viole ses or threatening 


you. No one is calling you n 


4 Can your partner, lover, ; 
know-how, the tools, and the good ii 


Do you have the power in this situation to act upot y 


of ‘yourself fully? 
i winted? 
6 Are you making your own choices? Not being pressured, pushed, or manip! 


‘Askin| you are safo— 
“Asking yourself these questions gives you 8 way to ‘whether or novy’ 
inns you do not necessarily fecl safc. 


Write about the following. Thea, have a coaversation with a friend or therapist about 
what you wrote. 


i jenced sexually up to now? 
y us) self-inventory. What bave you experica! J 
oot What did you not like? What do you know about your sexuality? 


What would you like to learn? 
i itled “yes,” be," and “no.” In 

2. Take a picce of er und make three columns, titled "yes, “may : ; 
the "yes" coking: list all the scxual activities that you enjoy or think you would eojoy. In 
the "maybe" columa, list all the sexual activities that you enjoy under certain 
circumstances or that you might be willing to try. Io the “ao” column, list all the sexual 
activities that you do not enjoy and do not want to explore. Include both masturbation 
and partner sex. Now, look at your lists. Which column most closely resembles your 
current sex life? 
Tmagine an activity that is p 


3 hysically pleasurable to you, enlivening to aur senses. 
It could be walking oo warm san 


d, fecling the breeze against your face, esto ent 
artner, having oral sex. Imagine. yourself in that scenc Papen Kin : rors a 

a you feeling while you expericace this specific amet ere in yt 

feel them? How much pleasure or desire can you take in 


What sexual activity or Lantasy would you like to try gut? Beexplicit What's 


2 [earns eee 


I was raised to believe that guys wanted sex aJl the time, and 
that if they didn't get off when they were turned on then they'd 
get blue-balls which was totally painful and terrible. 1 was 
raised to believe that it was my job to do what was needed. I was 
abused when I was young, and then dated much older guys, but when 
I was 18 I was in a relationship with someone my age. One time 
when he was ovt of town, i read his journal. (which, needless to 
Say, was a really terribly wrong thing to do). In the journal it 
said something about how tired he was of always having to have sex 
with me in the mornings. The thing was, I didn't want to have sex 
either. I thought because he was hard, that meant I had to do at. 
and so I would iniate. I generally initiated when I thought 
Someone wanted it, so that I wouldn't have to try and say no, and 


then be raped (even viiouyh wi:is boy would have never ever raped me 


and I knew that). Reading his journal was the first time 7 
realized that J could be the one who had power, and that I could 
be coercive even when I didn't want to be. This led me to really 
commit.t myself to reading abovt childhood sexual abuse, and 
looking at how my abuse history could make me do abusive things. 
Of course, it was a long task. I am still learning. 

For me, it is important to remember that it is a long 
unlearning. I try and be really conscious, but sometimes can 
fall into old patterns when I least expect it. For awhile po y- 
amory was reaily important in trying to figure out my cwn 
sexuality and how to have healthy relationships, and sometimes TI 
Was good at it, and sometimes I used polyamory as an excuse io 
be dismissive of other people's feelings and needs. Reading 
Wendy-0-Matic's book Redefining Our Relationships was really 
useful to me in helping me figure out how to be ethical in my 
Poly-amoury and not just, to use it as a holier, than the 
manipulation tactic. Eventually I decided polyamory fed in to my 
over sexuilization of everyone I knew, and that I didn't want to 
be thinking that way about everyone. I wanted to be able to have 
clear friendships and clear boundries. It was really good for me 
to stop flirting and to figure out ways to connect with my 
friends that weren't sexual. 1 started to form much closer anc 
more Stable relationships with my friends, which has helped me 
learn about setting boundries and respecting boundries in all 
areas of my life. 

I still struggle with always turning closeness into 
sexual feelings. I don't really blame myself for it, because 1 
know that it comes from childhood abuse. I am trying to iearn 
ways to be really upfront with my friends when I am trying to 
get physical, non-sexual comfort. I've found that even when it 
seems obvious, it's completely important to me to state from the 
beginning "I want to cuddle but don't want to do anything 
sexual." even when it is with my best friend and I have said it 
a hundred times before. I just almost always think that when 
Someone touches me they want to have sex, and then I start 
responding to this assumed want. So stating what we are doing 
before hand helps. 

There have been a couple times recently when I have been 
sleeping next to a new fricnd., who I felt pretty clearly like 
we wouldn't do anything but then we ended up doing sexual stuff 
that felt consensual. In both cases, I knew I should nave talked 
about it as it was happening, and in both cases, I was older and 
so felt like it was my responsibility to bring it up, but I try 
not to beat myself up about it and I have made sure to talk to 
them later to make sure it was ok. These talks went really well. 
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POSITIVE CONSENT FOR DUDES WHO GET IT ON WITH DUDES 


By Nick Riotfag 


T could feel his hard-on pushing through the front of his scraggly cut-off shorts, against my own swellin, 
crotch. I was in a bit of a daze, clectrificd by his arousal, thirsting for the salty taste of his neck, 
intoxicated by the friction of our sweaty bodies throbbing against cach other. Finally, the making out 
ebbed to a point when we cach paused to breathe, smile and make eye contact I was bot, I was horny, | 
was ready for anything. Just ask, I'ro yours, toke anything you want from me. 


With his arms around my shoulders, my ass in his lap, and our cyes locked, 
gruff, soft, sexy voice: 


"Td really love to fuck you. But... | want to get to know you first 


Hold ack up. Maybe should provide some context. 


political engagement, th 

That feels most cotppatib 

squat or basement house show 

friends be totally straight, or “queer” in a way that doesn’t involve 

always felt like I have one foot in cach of these two very different sccn! 

only in onc without the other. This subcultural split has been the pomary mflucnce on the development 
of my sex life and how I expericace and practice conscn! 

Some pretty significant differences cxist betweco mainstream gay male sexual culture and that of 
punk/anarchist communitics. experiences, my desires, the oorms and valucs 
hold around sex, I can sec how ed me differently. I recognize that each on 
bas left me with certain things that I cherish, and certain things that J'm still struggjing to overcome. 
Since I’m assuming, rightfully or nol, that the readers of this DIY zine will probably have more contex| 
for punk/anarchist sexual culture than mainstream gay male sexual culture, I’m going to focus more on 
the latter, in hopes of showing some of the influences that have shaped me and some of the things that 
gsy/bi male experiences can offer in learning about the complexities of consent. But first... 


...Some thoughts on punk/anarchist sexual culture, consent, and queer men 


In my opinion, the courageous kids who've pushed punk/anarchist scenes and communities lo recognize 
sexual violence and transform norms around conscat have begun to create a genuine shift in our shared) 
culture. Over the past years of my involvement in this motley world of travelers and rabble-rousers, 1 \ 
experienced significant qualitative differences ia my sexual interactions with folks who've been 
socialized within these settings versus folks who haven't. Namely, I've found the punk/anarchist folks 
who've found their way into my pants to be notably morc open to verbal consent and adept at practicing 
it (and finding it hot rather than mood-killing), less confined by gender stereotypes and narrow 
conceptions of what constitutes “sex”, more comfortable with check-ins and communication about 
boundaries, and generally more compatible with my preferred style of getting it on. 


Obviously, these are one person's experiences, and severe problems persist t i 
community: continued belief in rape myths and survivor-blaming, maattiag the talk reine: 
consent whil acting out the same shitty paticrns, resistance to accountability or acknowledging abusive 
behavior, and innumeruble other examples. Still, I’ve encountered so many steps in the right dlrcetion 
the presence of coaseat-themed workshops and discussions at most radical gatherings, the wid read | 
circulation of zines and writing about consent and positive sexuality, emerging rradinefsteagideciaa 


these issucs in mo! Structures for COMMUNITY BUusmmereny 
[puedaorye paras these ani ashifl in our whole way of 
thinking sbout sex and consent. In particul: ° een 
politicizing the personal by insisting that th AC a 

WIDE ones, rather than privatizing them as just our 

and anarchists are striving to radically change the way WC collectiv 


consent. 


So why hasn’t this reod translated into lots of bot punk dudes loving each other with verbal conscnt as! 
an established norm? There arc a couple of factors that I think play into this. For one, although there 
are certainly all kinds of execptions to this, in general I’ve observed thal predominantly folks socialized} 
as women are leading this subcultural shift towards consent aad challenging rape cullure. Definitely 
many unarcha-feminist men arc following along and participating actively in the movement to transform 
sexuality in more consensual directions, but ("vc encountered far fewer punk men who speak consent 
fluently than punk women, both sexually and in all sorts of interactions. So for me, as 9 guy who 
primarily slecps with other guys, L auch more offen find myself in bed with someone who may buve 
attended a consent workshop, bul not someone wbo’s led one. Until the norms around who takes 
seriously and gets involved in pro-conseat organizing shift so that men sce it as every bit as much of a 
priority, then I think thal one outcome is that consent will remain under-empbasized amongst men whe 
sleep with other men. Of course, this definitely doesa’t mean that men should be usurping the 
leadership of pro-conscat organizing aod education away from women (as bas happened in so many 
organizations and struggles), bul rather than men should recognize our responsibility and our stake in 
promoting and modeling consensual behavior in all areas of our lives, and panicipate equally in working 
towards that change on a community level. 


‘And another unfortunate and frustrating dynamic that helps explain why punk/anarchist cousent norms 
haven't rubbed off on queer guys more is that many consent discussions, workshops, and such sull 
frame sexual consent in really hetero terms. I've seen coasent talked about as part of 9 man’s 
responsibilily in protecting womca, almost some kind of weird chivalry, rather than a mutual 
responsibility to he practiced reciprocally between partners of any gender, Even gender-neutral 
presentations are usually based on hetero expericaces, aad almost never refer to specifically same-sex 
situations. Now, don't get me wrong - I recognize thet a majority of sexual violence is committed by 
people socialized as men, and directed against people socialized as women. AS such, it’s important to 
target suraigit men with the messages that will encourage them to act more consensually. Likewise, it 
makes sense that the people who are designing and communicating these messages, Who is roy 
experience are primarily wormen whose partners are most often straight men, would see a clear interest 
in encouraging thcir current and potential partners to think more about consent But here's the problem: 
the exclusion of queer relationships and same-sex Sexuality from coascol models means that we dude- 
loving dudes arcn’t hearing really important messages that could transform our sexnality in positive 
ways. And this has a lot of negative consequences. , 


Even in my own Life and sexual relationships, I have felt as if careful verbal consent was more neces: 
or important in sexual situations with women than with mea. Why? I think it’s partly internalized 
and relationships aren't as in:portan( or as “real” as hetero ones, 


whal their other female partners w' 
of hnrassroeat, objectification, and boundary-crossing directed from one man atanother downplayed. 
laughed at, or even encouraged, when sunijar types of behavior directed by 2 man al a woman would be 
immediutely condemned. Clearly, in spite of all of the positive progress in our co! 

around consent, we haven't always managed to make these shifts relevant to queer men — and as 

aboul aext, we don’t get much pro-conscat support from gay ovale mainstream messages about SCx, 
cither. Along with the norms 1 leamed from punk/anarchist partners and our infrastructure of consent 
zines, workshops, discussions, etc, I leamed a lot of separate and often very different lessoas about 


consent and sex from gay/bi male sexual cultare. 


What Pve learned from gsy/bi male sexual cultore 


From gay and bi men, J Jearned the crucial importance of safer sex practices. From as early as 1 came 
* out, Lad older mentors and peers who would talk with me openly about the pleasures and risks of sex, 
spaces and organizations where I could get condoms and lube, considerable nwarencss and education 


16. 


en 


hensibly 

Tsense of how weompre 

nalviduals and communitics. | Lalso 

= ices people expericace 
[learocd that we could 


can reject every’ 13 
together with my quect S part of revolubonary 
free, open expression o 
ahem, bottom up. (tee hee...) 


‘Axthe same time, U 
internet sites and | 
sististics, ui 


owe 
with affirm 
I other Ww! 
nal masculinity 0 terms of 
re to which most malc- 
the scxua} culture 


sounds frustratingly 
aed erie : ex without Nees 
bakes life almost acv 
ures in (DY 
i esp Fa bo appreciate and 

sutboritarian in ogee of one of the mo - i ai a 
is assaalt", Lecce that style of interaction. vimsicatloD % 
condone oF BPINOAA Ty coasent and semua! comMITT | HOT) aspects 
fens ee ho Lkes rt tbe way 


the er a men, a! least the ones 


i i i ; fa few reasons. 
rarity of it helps let © CE en think o 
someone pretty Spec! cabal nseot during SOx 

been with, practice and sp 


many meo th guilt, secrecy, denial, 
} that pleasure is frought wi 
One is that for om ea Tee Cenillfoedie of a homophobic suet ne 
; 3 
ran ‘0 spak the uvth of their longings Some find it rep 
find it INCRE 


for. Particulast 
loud, or to hear someone long for. 
guys, verbalizing desire w 
agent se eri ing out their 
we of Lv 
ident sf behavior have leamed that their partners aren 


: ly act aad leave 
ly p Og (or even pee sel pass Realy for being “feminine”, such as geiuing 


pa 2 ee ontcignea of one's desire can feel humiliating in a way that detracts from 


Id of nuance a 
presence. In can wor ore ack 
beforehand, leavih oa consent, bul in a sexual culture that som a 
of mutual Bt a ranged ilractiocs verbal negotiation in the momen always as central 

clusively L 
= sexual scuing 


as in other 
other rcaso' erbal consent isn't more p Serscaual 
so a ie ia eiinare involves some refcctions of the dominant culture 
iJ - 


ybo. of course, © ve © arc 
er ean cod Gesirability. “Real” men (who, of course, we who love mea 


rs lesire above all others) sre wi wy wi want and get i: 
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active = masculine. Many gay mea | know say tut they long for a man who will be agpyessive with 
them, Like charge sexually and sweep them off their feet. There's something suspiciously feminine 
about asking first, about nut claiming to cffortlessly mind-resd your partners and take charge to enact 
their desires on you, about being careful to listen to someone else's needs and boundaries. And nothing 
is less sexy, in a frequently misogynist and femme-phobic gay male culture, then that which is feouinine. 
Since gay and bi men hove our owsculiniry questioved, devalued, and Ucnied by the dominsot hetero 
culture around us all the time, many of us attempt (o compensate by rejecting all things fernale or 
feminine. Sadly, this oflen manifests in hurtful, sexist ways, ranging Crom outright misogyny and 
disrespect towards/exclusion of women to chauvinistically rejecting any partner whose conventional’ 
masculinity isn't up to souff. In reality, gay and bi men desire men with a wide range of geader 
characteristics - we femmes know that we can stil) get Laid pretty often, (00. in spite of their “straight- 
acting, masc oaly” bluffs! Ilowever, in terms of what's valucd or socially acceptable, the norms of 
conventional masculinity dictate the standards, and one part of that invulves pressure to be a sexual 
mind-reader and please one's partner without having to ask. Gay and bj men play both sides of thal 
dynamic, both the butch top stud who aims to impress with action, not words, and the guy who's turned 
off by anyone who doesn't just take chargc but stops to ask and check in. 


¢ consent for hof man-on-man action 


So in light of all these barriers to verbal conscat, what does a hot man-to-ran encounter with solid, 
Positive consent look like? Well, it looks different for everyone, bul for me at least, tbere are some key 
Components. There are lots of zines and essays that lay out the most important basics - knowing your 
boundaries beforeband; asking at each new level of sexual activity, acknowledging nonverbal cues nnd 
body language as well as verbal cues, everyone should be sober enough to be clear on what's guing on; 
and all Wal unportant stuff. Whar { want tn add asc just a few other things formulated with queer dudes 
specifically in mind Pretty much all of these are relevant to people of any gender and sexual 
oncntation, bul they come out of my specific experience as 2 guy getting iton with guys. So when | 
think about booking up with 8 culic, here's part of what I'm Uunking: 


Cheesy as it may sound, this 1s by far apd away the most important part. Queers who love and respect 
ourselves are more likely to think about, decide on, and stand up for our boundanes; more likely to insist 
on safer sex, and mare likely to he able to walk away from any encounter thal seems sketchy knowing 
that we will be able to find love, affirmation, and sexual release elsewhere. It is so hard to know what 
consent means, Iq! alone give it and receive it, without Qyst belicving that we are WORTH being 
afforded the respect of consent So please, take the time tv leam to love yoursclf — you're worth itl 


NEGOTIATE SAFER SEX FIRST 


up front. guuge how somebody prefers to coramunicate their desires, preferences, and boundanes — and 
be cleur cuough on your own to Say no thanks if theirs don't line up witb yours. 
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say what they weal Making it with strai 

you've bedded the unbeddable, but in my 
trouble and hook up with folks who arc 

"s not im 

to talk about them openly. It's ro ae 
ly. It's also sa 

cS in! 


your ¢go 8 boost knowing 
cases it’s aot worth it Save yourself the 
‘th themselves and their desires to be able 
se for themselves, what's 


freely and consensually is the oppressive systems Set up 


desires. tons of rad ways to fight them, 
ee a are - every person makes ita 


them as sexual beings wi 
models. And fuck homophobic religi 
denies our humanity undcr the guisc 0! ~ r 
idiotic sense of what's “natural”. All of these things are in 
culture to create more space to openly acknowledge and ask 
lay the yroundwork for pro-conscat sexual norms. 


lous assholes — we can refuse to to! 


Bi the word of some god or some preacher, or some 
anh terrelated parts of how we CA transform our 


for the things we wont sequally, which will 


terme. Some think this is in part 
eat us from meeting cach other as openly as 
¢ reality we're dealing with, and we can lake 


¢, a lot of sex between men gets arranged on the in 


For better or for wors v n 
because the constraints of 3 homophobic sucicty La ae 
straight le can; whether or not that's the case, this Is 
srr it to, promote consent Talking through a computer screen con peau eg lions 
desire to appear coy or indirect, and other things that make talking about consent jer. 

shitry the consumerism of o' f postings can serve as a reminder thar if 
we dea feel comfortable wi for sexual release. By posting our 
preferences in an ad or profile, and chatting, with someone the kand of sex 
‘we want to have, we can sct up whatever portns of consent 


it wih 
that pre-arranged agreements for what to do and bow to do it 
believe thar there’s no need to check in verbally, to he aware of body language and noav: 
mako space to pansc or slop completely if something doesn’t feel right. Bat if we choose to go the 
internet route, we can use il as a lower-pressure Way to set up consent practices beforehand that reflect 


our own needs and ideals. 


THINK ABOUT CONSENT AND GENDER’ 


For me, good consent requires being aware of, and rejecting, gender roles in scxual settings. I know that 
I can't feel solid im the coasensuality of a sexual interaction when everything - Gom who miliates to 
trated by what - is determined by the gender role condivioning 


what acts we do together sad who's pact c i 
that strangles us, aber than by our of desars, ceeds, preferences, and boundaries. The impact of this 


socialization sbows itself most clearly in cr 


For instance, if a same-sex couple includes a more masauline or butch partner, gcnder conventions muy 


dictate that that person shoulda’ be penetrated, or should take the lead, or should ect tm acertain way, 
based on gendered dynamics. This is understandéble, in a mainstream Kicterosexual culture that 
conceives of sex 50 narrowly thot it asks same-sex couples “evho's the man" or “who's the woman", il's 
hard to avoid absorbing the constant denial and ridicale of our right to sexual and gender self- 
determination. In any case, regardicss of the gender of the partner who's hot for me, and regardless of 
whether I'm wearing a pink muni-skin or overalls and boots (or both!), for sex to be fully consensual for 
me [ necd to be confident thal everyone involved has some consciousness of how gender impacts our 
expectations about what we sould do, and that we've all ch to reject those imposed expectations in 
favor of focusing on our actual desires. 


‘oss-sex interactions, but pops up in same-sex advcanires, (00. 


(Of course, sometimes our desucs may fal) along starkly gendered lines, in ways that may feel 
uncomfortable to self-defined radicals who love to fuck with gender but can't seem to fuck without it 
We can get stuck in guilt and reject ourselves for our illicit desircs, just as christian anti-sex bullshit 
wants us lo, or we can Stubbomly defend our most conventional longings without regards to the: 


way I've been able to find a place thal feels good is just to talk with my parmners as hovestly as I can 

about my desires aod bow I feel about them and how they do or don't relate to my politics, and go from 
there. The point for me isn't to get our desires to coufurm to our political aspirations- desire will never 
submit to heing civilized into such tidy ideological constructs. The point, as far as I sce it, is to set out 


beauty we can find between our quaking bodies in this fucked up culture, it might be along those paths.) 


UNDERSTAND THE ROLE OF SEX IN YOUR LIFE IN GENERAL 


Positive, full, life-affirming consent for me also requires an awareness of the role that all sex in gencral, 
and individual sexual encounters specifically, play in my life as a whole. At different times, I Lave 
longed for, pursued, and engaged in various kinds of sex for a litany of different reasons: hominess, 
profound love and emotional connectivn, loneliness, curiosity, affecuonate friendship. a sense of 
adventure and daring, buredom, indifference in the face of another's suong longing, a desire to please or 
to avoid hurting feelings, a need for resources controlled by someone else (rent money, a place to crash 
for the night, status or prestige), the pressure of masculime socislization, Lo impress someone, to flauot 
social norms, to sustam a lagging relationship, to piss off a third party, to avoid awkward silences... and 
those are just the reasons of which I'm consciously aware! Can I be confident tbat } (or my pariner{s), 
for that matter) are choosing frecty and eagerly 10 have sex if I'mm/we're aol conscious of the motivatio: 
behind our desires and choices? Of course, it’s possible to get swallowed into fecling so anxious ahout 
our motivations that we over-analyze everything and never muster the courage fora kiss! Suill, while 
avoiding that extreme, t've found that it's crucial fur me to have ongoing dialogue with others, and most 
importantly mysclf, io oon-sexual situations about how sex and sexuality fits into my present life. That 
way. when I'm stricken with longing or presented with opportunity, | can make a decision based ina 
more holistic sense of myself, which more accusately reflects how L feel about a particular encounter. 


This of course relates to people of any geader and sexual oricatation, but ii stems in part from my 
recognizing the pressure on gay mien to defioc ourselves as part of a community through sex. I've 
wanted to have sex af limes to shore up my sense of gayuess, to affirm the feeling of connection to 
community that I get through my identification as queer. But what I'm ceally longing for at those times; 
isn't actually sex, but the warto feelings of iaclusion and affirmation that come from being’a part of a 
community. That realization shook me up a bil, and prompted me ask myself difficull questions about 
whether or not sex { had based off of those desires was uuly consensual on a deeper level The 
important thing, I think, is that now I have a whole new level oo which [ think about consent, one thal 
considers the whole context of myself and my life in my sexual decision-making Yeah, it’s 
comrplicated, but it’s important, and ultimately really positive for me. 


Anyway, back to me and E. | smiled and exhaled, feeling more relief than [ had realized, more than’ 
made sense in that hol and homy moment before having bad the time to look back on it and appreciate} 
just what that statement meant to me. I liked E because he was amracted (o me, because 

he was a flirt and a slut and seductively charming. But whether or not J would have anticipated it I 
liked it WAY, way more when be affirmed that he wanted me to be more than just a body Lo gel himself 
off oa- he wanted to experience a connection with me that included but went beyond just our bodics. 
Let me be clear- this is not to pass judgment on anyone whose preferred type of sexuality is much more 
anonymous or less connected on non-physical levels. It's just an acknowledgement that my ideas of 
consent had to expand when | admitted that even with this gorgeous guy to whom I was quite amracted 
and with whom I would have gladly committed a litany of perversities, conscot meant more than just 
getting horny and going with it It meant for me in that moment a munual recognition and affirmation of 
one another's humanity, one that truly created the space for mc - bt him = to say no, or yes, or let's wait, 


or any number of other things. It meant listening to my body as well as roy heart as well as my bran, 
and recognizing that J can't separate out those parts of me as if I'm not a whole, integralcd person. 


So that's what | mcan by positive conseat for dudes who get it oo dudes! | welcome any thoughts 


or feedback on this article at ex Driseup pet 


Best wishes for w world full of bot queer loving. 
Nick 


t'm in what | refer to as a hyper-consensual relationship. We ialienbhes 

consent and try to practice consent when we're in bed, when we're not in 
bed, through letters, over the phone....it weaves throughout the fabric of pe 
relationship. It is the forum for our processing, where we get to see how oa 
relationship is growing, changing, becoming more and more intimate. We : 


talk about language - what language empowers us, what language we fee| Se) 
S ., 


comfortable with. I feel comfortable saying breasts, she doesn't. She feels 
comfortable saying vag, | don't. It's ok to have two sets of vocabulary, one 
ea for my body and one for hers. We talk about phrasing, about the 

- connotations of things. We try to say "Do you want me to” instead of "Can 
\"_we can do a lot of things, and they might not be particularly 
uncomfortable_but do we want it? We struggle, with an imbalance of 
initiations - the conditioning we've received that makes it challenging 
sometimes to not onty find and use our volces to express desires, but to 
even be in touch with those desires in the first place. The other night | 
asked her over the phone if she likes the way | touch her body when we 
kiss, because I'm not always sure. She said yes but that she needed me to 
\ check in more, ask for consent about specific touches before I do them. 
‘i These were things | used to ask about, used to never assume. Part of me 
SQ) was so happy and relieved she told me, told me that these things | was 


£ E doing needed to be worked on. But part of me wanted to cry and not touch 


# her again, scared [ had hurt her and | couldn't take that back. Part of me 
Ya hated myself. This is what we struggle with... negotiating, learning together, 
of 


9 


accepting that we are in a process and not perfect..accepting that we are 
4 just trying, trying to be in a retationship in a way that hasn't been modeled 
for us, culturally_a relationship where we're moving beyond love & good 


cu been avoided with some simple consent practices. I've leamed to ask 


intentions, moving into processing, communication, vulnerability, practice. _ 


moran AP 

%. Everything escalated slowly and she would stop kissing me and look me in 
Sa] the eyes and say, “How are ya doing?” She would stop to check in with me 
even though | always said yes, and it made me feel like | was respected. It © 
made me feel like | was safe. Because in the back of my mind, { knew that * 
if, for some reason, | should stop feeling comfortable and if, for some 
reason, | didn't feel like | could speak up, she would ask again and there 
would be the space to back out or slow things down. | didn't feel trapped, y 
the way I had always felt before, like "I've gone this far, now there's no way i 
to get out of it" She gave mea choice at each new level, and just because 
we had already done something before didn't mean she didn't ask for 
permission before doing it again. 


Consent can be so fucking scary because you're opening yourself to up 
rejection. You're creating a safe space, a space where your partner can say 
no. But what's so hot, so empowering, so fucking amazing about consentis i 
that the yes's really become yes's. The first time you hear no, it validates all § f 
the yes's. The first time you hear ‘no, it's not really a rejection, a failure of 
any kind. It's a reassurance that when you hear yes, it's a yes, and they'll 

X tell you otherwise when it's not The yes's become erotic and the no's are 

{ signs of the safety and the trust that have been built, that consent actually 
works, that what you are doing is worth all the work, Is right. 


| assume everyone | come in contact with Is a survivor. If they tell me 
otherwise at some point, then great, but f'd rather be conscious of my 
A CC a oe 


omnes 


behavior than to hurt someone and find out after the fact that it could have 


people if I can give them hugs. 1 ask children if ‘can pick them up. !aska 
crying friend if they want to be held, if they feel comfortable if ! hold their 
hand. | have a friend who is a massage therapist. “The first rule of massage 
is to always obtain consent first,” he said. “But | realized,” he continued, 
"that it's not just about massage...that I have to apply the principles of 
consent to every interaction | have in my life_." | think about what he said 
when | sit next to strangers on the bus, when | help people at work, when | 
talk with friends. Consent isn't inherently sexual. It’s about communication, 
about working towards creating safe spaces. 1 want intimate, private 
experiences to be safe, but | want to feel safe in public, too. Thinking about 
consent in all of my interactions makes me feel like I'm making a start on 
E-4 some level, doing my part to make that happen. When we practice consent 
“| we create our own safe spaces, and then see where those spaces overlap 
with others’. 
COR “es 
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co 
peas Pra 
of what it really feels like and why it's so important: | remember 
consent, 


Ily sw 
with soft kisses, and I remember thinking to myself “this is the bes ne 


live. { felt like a little kid. I started muttering Shit to 
te tune and worse. | tried to force it, to go back and lumi 
>, ate {couldn't stay in my body, couldn't mysett from being pulteg 
REF into the vortex that left me curled up ina under the Covers crying | 
XN uldn't open my mouth and ! couldn't look at her. I wanted to tell her that 
< mena her, that she didn't do anything, that it wasn't her fault, that lover 
as her- but I couldn't say anything. She sat there for a minute and then | h 
3 her say, “Do you want me to stay here with you or do you need space?= 1 
E25 couldn't answer so she made it a yes or no question and she askeg again, 
Sst “Do you want me to stay here with you?" I nodded my head yes underneath 
vA the protective layers of bedding. "Can | touch you?" she asker and! Noddey 
yes again and felt her hand on my shoulder. Dineen Okay," she Started 
saying softly, "everything's okay, you're safe_you're safe_you're Safe." 
She asked if she could hold me and! nodded yes, so she curled around me 
and held me softly and | started shaking and crying. She stopped asking 
me questions and just let me cry and held me. When I was done crying | 
moved the blankets down off my face and | tumed around and faced her, | 
wouldn't look into her eyes but she held my head softly until 1 did and she 
Ji asked me where I was. “Are you here?* "It's safe now, everything's Okay,“ 
Hi she said. | had never disassociated and come back before. | had always 
had to sleep it off, wake up the next day groggy and confused. But we had 
@ talked before about triggers, about how sometimes I dissoclated and what 
== that meant for me, about what | needed when that happened. We had Sat 
there together and read the Support zine, we went through the 
¥4 questionnaire about consent in the beginning of it..we had prepared for 
~ experiences like this. She practiced what we had talked about, and it was 
the first time anyone had ever been able to bring me back, and bring me 
back safely. y~ 
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I have never been able to 
Sipe alle ay MESS) UNE 

comfortably about consent, 

I think I am pretty 00a about 
asking other people, but figuring 
out a Way to explain whether or 
not I want to be doing something 
is pretty impossible. I mean, if Y want 


to be doing Something, “it's usually fine, but if 
I don't, or especially if I'm unsure, it's 


impossible. If someone aske, "is t 
say "yes." Everything is "oku 
survive anything, right? So 
intentions don't usually wor 


his ok," f always 
I mean, I can 
even the best cf 

oo ; v efor mes. ona just the 
words like : "do you like this?" or "do you want me 
to be doing this?" they are triggering, or even pip ¢ 
they're not specifically trig#ering, they make me 
doubt myself - like "Oh, I thought I wantea this, 
but do I? What if I don't? shit. How do I know for 
sure?" So generally when people ask me for consent 
it not only ruins the mood I'm working so hard to 
maintain, but it triggers me, then I have to try 
and navigate wheter or not I'm going tob able to 
get out of the trigger, sop thinking so much and 
get back to just feeling good. And if they notice 
me flinching or withdrawing for a second and they 
stop and want to tqlk about it, then it is just 
over, and may be I don't want it to be over, I 

just want to be able to -work through it myself and 
forget. 


So I've never re 


ally known what to do. 
There are Gome t' “ti 


hings that have wokked 
- like talking beforehand about what 
I need - like being he}d after sex. And 
asking them not to ask me things. like 
"how was it for you". There are just too 
many words and sentances that are 
triggering for mé.. But I love sex and 

L want tot able to do it. [ want 

2k, 


le 


&- is my hope to avoid 


ys i 

conveying some © 
consent. These conve! 
consent and my boun 


But as you continue 


Consent is a term tbat 


“Consent is never 


process at 
is possible.” 

“Consent is knowing an 
learnin 


from Portland, OR. 


{*} communication ( 


communicate them to otbess. 


sexy ways or would you pre 


“N 


e 


to bear a lot of peop’ : . 
ting all the interactions I had over the years 
See Jom that I learned from listening to Peop 
rsations were really awesome and belped stress tuportan kn ur boundaries way to figur 
t me leam fi 
daries. Thanks to everyone 1 have ever been j arias ¢ ah reel ur an about wha 
with! Talking about-consent can be difficult at first, creating enina workshop = what your boundaries are is talking with ri Pili dea 
ae “emer abies saly situations, like, what’s happened to you in fe your friends and lovers about oe ‘ou 
Ik easier, and Boundaries, like consent, = not ey : 
Iki ‘Onsent may be given at the 


for most a prerequisite to any sex that occurs. 

people have to define for themselv. * beginning of the night and tak. 
es ieee ee aaa a co away by the end of the nigh 

reisine tes t. There is no set of 


define consent in a number of different ways. Here are some rules about c i e Ee = 
examples from U onsent, as there is no one definition of consent Definin 
past = ig Consent is 


workshops: 
assumed, consent isn’t defined the same w; : i i 
. consent is verbal, consent cap be no ay by everybody, again and the Kinds of places you want to go with your sex life. Unf 
never assumed with strangers OR long term partners, consent is an ongoi some sono 
cach new stage, consent Is only possible when healthy commaat ai a 
“ assault first hand, I would lik 
€ to leave 


d respecting my personal and sexual boundari 
g, knowing, and respecting the boundaries of my partner.” ie | 


And another definition from the now defunct Blackthorn(Issue 3, 2004), a abet 


“Consent is bard to define because there are many different levels of 
body language, flirting/inouendo, conversing, etc.) The on! 

way to be certain that there is consent is through explicit verbal communica 

“Can i touch you here?” “yes/no you can/’t touch me there.” : 

There is no set definition of consent. Developing your own definition of consent 

is an important part of the process of defining your desires and learning how to : 

La 


mmunication is a huge part of consent. Consent does not have to be 


genital a 

sex in different ways, some arc morc verbal than others, while some find talkin 2 

in the heat of the moment to be a real turn off. The important part is for you to ; | os eS 

figure out what method works the best “| Bei eee 

with. Do you like it whea someone asks before they kiss Sa1VLS OaLINNs. 
d negotiaté the kind ¢ “|vavnva" : ‘ 


fer to have a conversation an 
sex you would like to have prior to even getting to the sex? 
Bo gee gas SREY SRB ANTE 


~ Figuring out iat you like and di fie 
E lon’t Li 
boundaries and through the definitions of your os 
consent to different activities. Boundaries are a 
life. They are the barriers we develop and artic 
/ we say yes or no. Sometimes boundari 
Ne ies get 
talk re Bol crossed. When a boundary is crossed it = be 
- Sex. It %4 violating one, depending on the situation. In man 
eas ie A crossing is the source of a lot of the sexual deere cy ey, 
ut you lea that something you didn’t think tumed joer Gane See 
loes. I cannot 


and people 


a personal process, as you think about the situations you don’t ever Want ig 
‘0 be in 


nverbal including body lan; ™ f 
P th i is 2i 
AEE, Consol is JS seal assault in ets ves nd has cores gs sme Sort of 
complicates things as well 


For those of you who are reading en have not experienced sexual 
rE. you with a i ink 
aaa on dt ate been assaulted, not just rea ia : 
oS meee oa about sex and abuse history prior to sleepin fee pars * 
‘et one pa le are not ready or don’t want to talk about a I nie nt 
st “a ses ie a subject that a person doesn’t want to talk pre he 
ees ee i! a pe have been abused usually, not aes 
- peoaies somewhere else in fica Hoa pe i 
ne i be when there had been a lot of noise, eo still 
= eine ies ae into space. Everyone's triggers look different and this 
Adonis tent ors can really belp. Sometimes there are certain actioi = 
ee eres nina ‘0 go off, like being grabbed from behind or feelin ee 
eral rik a ae and you are more likely to be aware of when ‘ ee 
Laman =e - ba Aplia a it ahead of time. As far as Tei 
them to be, so talkin about sexual history a Se mite: 
BOLT REI tA 2 


ve dene 805 


» 


p 


g the person that you are with if they 


en Al ae 


o 26 fT — ley A 
(et Reem eae how to be verbal about yo 
My suggestion is to lear 0 your needs. 4: 
sax person aie bees sexually assaulted, it took me a long time to leary how Wy { 
x 


“a history and learn how to have a sex-posi attiny 
ee a bork fc me. J am not a victim. I have learned 7 and now no 
(: and how to fulfill my desires and I am pro-sex. And as far as I can te eee 
has the ability to feel this way; it’s not always easy, but it’s possible! Sonate 
=F therapy can really help and I say this with the knowledge that therapy can Fi S 
many different forms. I found that one of the most important things for me ae 
U__, finding other friends to talk about sex with and learning how to share aa { 
experiences with others. Leam your triggers and how to articulate them, ifyou 
= have them, it can really help in baving healthier sex and helps to define 
= boundaries. ; 
of Another issae that has come up a lot is consent and gender. White 
talking to many of male friends, it has come to my attention that in the 
-™ heterosexual world particularly, consent is thought to be a male directed ey 
(«)* That men must always initiate sex and women say yes or no. I must admit that | 
am always in shock about this idea that women are not Supposed to or don’t 
AP initiate, but this assumption really does come up a lot I'd like to just remind’. 
everyone that consent is not a gendered activity, in the het or queer scene, 
*-- Consent is every individual's responsibility and communicating about sex is 
= important no matter where you fall in the gender spectrum. 
sf At this point, most of the discussions that | have about consensual sex | 
= are self- initiated. 1 bave been practicing this kind of dialogue for long enough 
that I no longer find it embarrassing to talk about my sexual desires and 
fx) boundaries with another person. Whether they are a one-night stand or a } 
® potential longer term lover, everyone gets the same speech. And it tums out that 4 
lots of people find it really hot to talk about what kind of sex they are going to te 
SK} having before it happens. Ln most cases prior negotiations about sex have | 
Fr worked out for me. This is not a fail proof method, but my success rate has been ( 
SE startling. 


Twat 
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Depending on the kind of sex you like to have, informed verbal consent > 
is absolutely necessary before any type of sexual activity is gonna happen. If you 6 
are into kinky sex, then chance are you’ ve already learned a lot about consent. 
Due to the kind of sex involved in BDSM, that scene has some of the best 
fp definitions of consent and practical ways of discussing sex that I have seen, + 
al -| Jy td Ie Int i ee ova =a E 
When you are participating in activities that can be opiate es ys 
barmful and cause hospitalization, 1t 1s absolutely oe beat 

‘2 and consent process. As long as sex is consensual, 
can do and places you can explore. 
Lees ofr, 
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many people who do not believe it is possible to have consensual sex if you have 
been drinking or doing drugs. This is an open question for me, since in my 
experience it tras depended on the sitnation. However, it may be the case that an 


4 individual is not capable of taking bealthy decisions under the influence, and 


this needs to be taken into consideration when thinking about one’s own 
boundaries and how to define them. It is unfortunate that sex creates So many 


¢ uncomfortable and awkward situations for People, making it feel so necessary to 


pall out the gogeles of intoxication. Our culture does not encourage us to 
cofamunicate about our bodies and how we relate scxually to one another, much 
less about whether we are having healthy, fun, fulfilling sex with each other. It’s 
a shame that so much pain comes from something that can be so damm fun. 

Here is a situation in which consent worked out really well. One night I was out 
drinking by myself at a bar and I ram into a Couple of friends. There was a person 
that I bad not met before and I thought to myself, “Delicious, I’d like to make- 
out with that person.” Several beers later, we were kissing in the parking lot out 


> back. I invited him back to my house on the condition that we would not sleep 
with cach other duc to the fact we had just met and we were both pretty drunk. 


He agreed and the next thing I knew we were in my bed, making out and 
groping. At a ccrtain point it seemed like we would be breaking our verbal 
agreement, then be asked, “Do you think we should take this any farther?” I 
replied, “No, I don’t think so, we agreed we weren't gonna fuck before you came 
here.” He said, “Yeah, you are right.” And that was the end of it. We kissed 
some more and fell asleep. ‘ 

I like this example, because it reminds me that consent is totally attainable and 
I'd like to think it’s possible for everyone. 1 also used this example because (let's 
Jost go ahead and admit it) the fact is that a lot of people get drunk and fuck each 
other. In many cases the sex that is had is not consensual. To be clear for anyone 
who is hazy on this fact, having sex with people who are passed out is called 


“rape! For some reason, I have heard a lot of people deliberate about this type of 
* situation, which happens more than I can tolerate. If you have been assaulted, 


* please talk to people that you trust and figure out a way to deal with the 


trauma—but survivor tactics are a topic for another essay. 
Even though consent seems awkward and sometimes silly, it is a really 


greal process that can enable lots of great sex. Healthy communication skills are BY 


necessary, as we learn to discuss the topic of sex with each other and become 
comfortable with the topic. Learning what your boundaries are and how to 
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communicate them is one of the first steps to forming healthier sex relationships, ii 


regardless of whether you are negotiating with a one-night stand or a long-term 
partner. Boundaries can change over time and consent can be revoked at 
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es mere COUkcTiVe 


CONSENT - Sex and Communication 
——— ss S mnication 


ite your personal definsps 

r of paper, Please writ j mien 

ie a sees are this definition during the Workshop as 
ier thoughts and ideas occur to you. 


I. Intro to collective and our goals for the workshop {lo 


min) 
INTRO: ‘ 
1. Introduce the Collective. 
2. See No, Speak No, Hear No zine sparked our interest anal 
internal discussions about consent. : ; 

3. Share personal story or goal, why we're interested in 


this workshop 


DA 

VIEW OF THE WORKSHOP / AGEN 

belies and communication could be week Tong workshops in 
themselves. Facilitators will be moving the discussions 
along so we can touch on a variety of areas. 


GOALS: y 
4. We want to redefine consent = to question and broaden 


our ideas. Defining what consent means to each of us, 
5. Transforming society to one based on consent and not 
coercion; applies to other aspects of life. ; ; . 
6. We want this workshop to focus on communicating, being 
upfront, and being positive. Equip you (and us) with 
examples of how to be more Proactive in creating safe 
consensual spaces. (Will not focus on assault) — 

7. We want to discuss dynamics / factors that might be 
influencing how we give or receive consent -— age, power, 
relationships, etc. 

8. We want to look honestly at patterns in our own 
relationships 


unanswered questions. 

11. 

(Support Person Presents) 

- This workshop is exciting because it’s an 
Opportunity to work through ideas, construct how we want 
things to be, Propose ideals. 

- Discussion could trigger difficult memories or 
feelings for those who identify as having abuse or assault 
in their history 


experiences of boundary violations that we don’t think of in 
concrete terns, 


es 


Please be sure to check in with your.self and be 
% of your emotional state. Just because this discussion 
Ge hapesning now does not mean that you need to deal“with 
enie OT Fe ae to leave at any time, if you want to get 
Sang water or go to the bathroom, and come back, or not come 
back, its okay. Take a friend with you if you want. And 
please try to be aware of your friends too, and check in 
about how they are feeling. ; 
= I am going to sit by the door and am here if 
anyone wants to talk to someone more privately during or . 
after the workshop. i am going to check in with every one 
who leaves, and its fine to just walk by me, but you can 
also utilize me if you want to. 


(1€ have - Pass out sexual assault/domestic violence 
resource list ) 


ASSUMING: 

1. We have a diversity of genders, bodies, Sexualities, and 
experiences in the room (so we'll try to make this 
discussion as inclusive and Participatory as Possible) 

2. Survivors of Sexual assaUlt in the room, and that this 
presentation could possibly be triggering for some folks (so 
we have a support person) 

3. Most all of us have received conditioning thru this 
culture, tanging from body issues to impoSed beauty 
Standards to sexism and misogyny to heterosexism to 
religious/sexual Morality, etc - one result is that it can 
be really hard to speak openly about sex. We ask that no 
one judgé other People’s consensual Sexual behaviors or 
interests in this Space. (We’ll try to make it easier to 
talk by having large & small group discussions and open 
ended quéstions) 

4. Our Definition of Sex - 


NOT ASSUMING: 


1. We know anyone’s gender or body - try to use gender 
neutral pronouns. 


topics - try to be accessible as possible in language 
4. We all have the Same values around Sexuality 


AGREEMENTS: 


5. If you usually speak a lot, step back to give space to 
others. If you usually don’t speak much, step up and give 
ita try. 


6- Don’t name names or identifiable info during the 


7. Speak from your own experience 
8. Please address what's said, not the Person saying it. 


honestly especially among stzangers. So we’re gonna open up 
to you and be a little silly and ridiculous «nd we hope 
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II. Puppet show (15 min) 
LS 

As you watch puppet show please think about: 

1. The factors, dynamics and issues that play ; 

the characters give and receive consent. Y into the 

2. Positive / negative examples of consent 

3. The questions at the end of each scene (a) 

up) sta hanging 

II. Large Group Discussion (about 20 -30min 

start) * depends o, 


wa 'Yy 


Factors that play into the ways wo give / 
undarstand consent weceive ang 


A. Pu t Show 
2. What did you notice in the puppet show? F; 
Third / Fourth Séené W? First / seco, 
3. What are some of the un-spoken issue 
=e : Ss at 
4. Positive / negative examples of consent? Play? 


nd / 


5: Think about how 2rcei 
you perceived the char, : 
assign them a Specific gender? races? Saat Ge did you ~ 
you make about their past? the relationships the cece could 
aracter 
6. What are clear wa . 
ys they express 
Sonsents What seemed to work? 7 me Semibene oF Nons 
+ What problems did you see? 
e? Wh, i 
pone of the problems? eae NHe 1h the Foot of 
* What are some factors 
honest consent? nae ner er ae ney OE real 
** Bring up questions from scenes * » ; 


1. How do you gi 
give yrself o 
out what you/they wants F someone else space to figure 


Do you know what 
yourseif? SN ONEY Sows Bigure: this onan 


2. How do 
Psd Geet when someone else is consenting? 
now when someone wants to be eee t 
or to 


1. How do People communicate their boundaries? 
, > 


Have you i 
nter, ees 
What factors were at categ Passivity or silence as consent? 


33.' 


t is commonly interpreted that silence=consent and 


— 
I 
i igns=non-consent. F 
aed nee the signals you are sending clear? Do your words 
(ex. saying no while continving 


match y 
movement) 7 
address it w 


match up? (ex. 
How do you react when 


language? 
a iaarey te words and actions? How do you 
hen someone else’s words and body language don’t 
saying yes but moving away or not responding) 
someone expresses non-consent? 


2. Consent in long-term relationships vs. hook up? 
What assumptions do you make once someone’s 


consented? . 
Have you made assumptions aboyt consent with a long- 


term partner? 
How do different types of relationships impact how 
and when we talk about consent? (ahead of time / in the 


moment ) 


1- How can you communicate about STI’s? 
When migbt be a good time to bring this up? 
What is safe sex to you? 
How can you help partners feel comfortable talking 
about it / bringing it up with you? ; 
: How does how you feel about someone, your assumptions 
about them, or the type of relationship affect how you talk 
about STIs? 


C. Power and Privilege 


What power dynamics might factor into communication and 
consent? (privilege, gender, sexual preferences, ,size, race, 
age, class, organizationul structure, sexual histories) 

How do you address different histories or unequal power 
dynamics? 

How do 
with when 

How do 
them? 


How can we talk about histories of sexual assault? 


How can we bring it up? When? 
What about coming from a background where sexual assault 


you honor the experience of the person you’ re 


it has been different than yours? 
you bring differences up snd communicate about 


is the norm? 


How does inebriation effect consent giving / asking? 


- Trying to prove something - cool, liberated, ready 
(reaction to non*consent) 


Sexuality / gender expression 


“y. Small Groups - Practical “tools” (15 min) 


* ask groups to do intro’s first. Clarify - we want groups 
to come back with ideas and specific examples to share. 
Take hame with knowledge, phrases, etc. Role play if 


tims/comfortable. — 
3h. 


us Giving and recognizing consent / non-consent 
a. What are Ways to give consent? How do you 
(personally) expressed consent? What signs (verba) 
verbal) do you look for to know if someone is Consent ing? 
b. What are ways to express non-consent? How have at 
(personally) expressed non-consént? What 4re Signs (both 
verbal and non-verbal) that you look for to know Someone 4 
not consenting? s 
2. How to talk about consent with a partner 

a. When do you bring it up? 

b. How is this different for a long-term Partner vs, 4 
casual encounter? 

c.. Ideas for improving communication around consent? 

d. What can you do if you or your partner aren’t Sure what 
you want in the moment? 


3. Making consent hott 

a. What’s hott about consent? 

b. How can we incorporate clear consent into “doin’ 
make it fun and erotic? (examples: Practice verba} 
with massages; role play) 


it” and 
Consent 


4. Communicating about STI’s. 


a. How can you bring up STIs and your feelings about Safe 
sex? 


b. When can you bring this up? 

c. What is safe sex to you? 

d. How can you help partners feel comfortable talking about 
it / bringing it up with you? 

e@. How does how you feel about someone, your assumptions 


about them, or the Cype of relationship affect how you talk 
about STIs? ° : 


VI. (Re)defining consent and Closing (20 min) 


REPORT BACK 


DEFINITION OF CONSENT 
1 What are some key thoughts/ phrases / words for a 
“holistic” “Yes! Yes! Yes!” (which implicitly includes No). 
2 What are some key elements that need to be taken into 
account in a radical definition of consent? 

How do power and Privilege relate to our ability to 
give, receive, and understand consent? How did the issues in 
that part of the discussion figure into your definition of 
consent? 


3 Did your definition change throughout the workshop? 


WRAP UP 

4 Hope we opened Up questions for people. 
5 This is an ongoi 
and boundaries and communicating this with others. 

6 Encourage you to talk about this in our communities, to 
break down barriers to talking openly about this. Improving 


communication and understanding is both healthy for our 
relationships and can Prevent problems. 


95¢ . 


and non- 


THE BASICS iy phithy stad, up 


ots of folks who aren't familiar with the deliberate 

There are Fog consent Some people know about it, but assume it 
Lanai to people who've assaulted someone. 

pee folks who talk about consent publicly still thmk to 

eety "Shit, 1 probably should check in about consent every time 

ours! U 


Tget busy, but it's not fun or sexy; it sounds like a big old drag!" 


i cabulary of consent is like learning a forcign 
sags tie i fa you can spend a lot of time groping for words and 
meee putting sentences together. These are the basics! Persistent 
=i will give you confidence to be creative, and you will 
P 


ventually become fluent & able to express yourself in a way that 
ce 
feels less forced. 


: i sent echo similar ones folks were having at the 
De AI crisis—the initial resistance to using condoms 
eclucm it became clear safer sex could keep people alive. Today, 
ao gloves, dental dams and safer sex are a normal part of 
See al lives and our shared dialogue about sex. Consent is a 
eae nae of healthy, affirming and safe sexuality, and we want to : 
_ cane check-ins become as normal as rubber and Iatex in public 


discourse and private practice. 


When it comes to the actual mechanics of talking about consent, a 
are no set answers. Writing this article, we were continually struc 

by the ongoing nature of the work. It's a process, and it can be a ; 
struggle. We're peeling back layers of silence and shame about sex—it 
cnn seem terrifying. We're inspired to keep moving because we're 
excited for a world without sexual assault, where all sex Po: or: 
consensual, and people communicate their boundaries honestly in 


their relationships. 


illy Stands Up works with perpetrators of sexual assault. Our 
ihe ae felt is very broad--we roughly define assault od 
situation where people's boundifries are violated, and there is bs uge 
spectrum of actions that fit into our definition. Everyone needs to z 
work on developing their consent vocabulary, but for perpetrators, i 
is especially important, since a perpetrator has failed to get consent 
in the past. 


It is appropriate & necessary in the aftermath of sexual Em at be 
perpetrator to go to Consent 101. We made up that term to ¢ sa 
learning process we talked about at the beginning of the artic eon * 
Consent 101 you are exploring the fundamental ideas and bet ok : 
consent and communication; the basics, the main ideas, how it feels to 
practice consent and develop your consent vocabulary. This process can 
look really different in different circumstances, but we want to emphasize that, 


= 


A PAE, = 
as a perpetrator, you can not deal With sexual aceasta Serer 
improving your communication skills. If you can't comm Si 5 
boundaries, ask about someone else's boundaries and Si Your 
=== once you know a person's boundaries, you shouldn't be i pPPropriately 
relationships. We also want to emphasize that goo tre 
=== Consent do NOT only apply to folks you have rom; 
relationships with. Trust and boundaries are key 
+ Of relationship, whether it's based on friendship, 
= paoship and/or romance. You have abundan : 


consent last time, or it seems like they want it It's your job t 


make sure that you & your partner's boundaries are on the 4 


table and 


lame 


greater than 


ely defined by it, but 
ee ut 


of an assault, "I 
they did." It's likely that a 
» certainly regret it and 


uzzle specific to perpetrators is 

UU the relevant information, 

g sexual contact in the 
This is really difficult 
completely necessary. Once again, if you don't 
jate that conversation, you should rethink your 


iece of the arse a a 

i one does o 
dicen ive inforoed consent. Negotiatin 

resent DOES include an assault in your past. 
to talk about, and also 
feel like you can negot! 
decision to be in a given rom: 
simple: NOT disclosing BEF 
full consent. 


Another pi 


antic or sexual encounter. It's pretty oa 
ORE booking up means you aren't engaging in 


We must take a moment here to offer the following disclaimer: 
disclosure must fit in with the needs of the survivor first. Sexual 

assault fora survivor equals a loss of control. A survivor loses the 
ability to determine what happens to their body & surroundings. A huge 
part of the process of healing is regaining that Jost sense of 

control. A perpetrators accountability process must serve that 
imperative—if you disclose details about the assault that the : 
survivor doesn't want communicated, you are repeating the violation. 


There are ways to talk about consent and sexual assault without naming 
names or breaking boundaries, and we'll offer some suggestions below. 


It is up to you to figure out what kind of disclosure is within a 
survivor's boundaries. If you don't know, you could explicitly ask 


- theni (if iat would be appropriate), or sée if you can find out 


through your collective support networks. If you don't know and can't 
find out, err on the side of caution. You can talk about having a 
bistory of breaking boundaries, and offer people the opportunity to 
ask more questions about what that looked like, without divulging 
sensitive details like names. Make sure you wam people in advance if 
you talk about details that might be triggering—you might be speaking 
to another survivor! : 


Talking about your history with perpetrating sexual assault Is 

important for many reasons. Being accountable to your actions and your 
community means owning your mistakes and working hard to restore 
uust. This trust goes beyond partners or potential dates. It exists 

among friends, housemates, comrades, and folks with whom you do 
organizing work and activism. 


We are doing this work because it's worth it; because we believe that 
radical change is not just possible, but necessary. Because we are 
struggling with Oppression and injustice everyday and because that 
— that possibility begins with ourselves; with our own 
relationships to each other. B: i i i 
a eeareas caeke ecause without genuine love, compassion 


+ by role playing. Having a few handy ways to open ae 


«=14) other folks who all want to become better communi 


i Disclosure is hard. Let's be up front about that. It's 
~ of reasons: 

ip ay] 1) We may feel shame. Ashamed of the actions 
26223 how we hurt someone, ashanied thar we didn't know What 


os Dcgalive messages about sex for most of our lives! Thi 
feel disgraced, dirty, humiliated, and exposed, and not in the 


Now onto the details! A great way to prepare to talk ut 


Consent jg 


4 ediipoweririg’ atid an effective: ay to nrake sure consent cone is bo 


Versari 


UP of 


bard for a tot 


is can make us 


way... = 
nt} 3) Fear of losing triends/dates. tc iS a very real Possibility 
that once you talk to some folks about your past, they wil] feel 


==s Dervous, angry, scared, or confused. Fear of losin friends 

= Potential dates is totally valid fear. pa cs 

=pa-q 4) Killing the vibe. It might be hard to imagin 
witha new fiend or date. Where the Music is 


a deep breath and j 
aaran 


th 


‘Ons 


5 3 cators 
Party. Think about them, write them down, speak them wan Consent 


a L a 
»} Ashamed that we did know what we were doing. We Were doing, 


ai 


“ere go through three potenti 
Ok, let's go through three d or people By 
firs, is disclosing fo a MEM" dclosiig 10 a new friend; somieorie 


ill ALY it aera 


ial scenarios of deslbete. The - 
well in an 
that you know ars 
ic relationship with. 
‘ou don't have a romantic re! 
2 Someone about your past right before you 
it with. 


1 


- 


—- vulnerability, maybe 
: S= with you... 
é — 


= your pal 


ZZ 
BZ 
! + "I've been wanting to talk to 


+"Im working batd (6 be acco! 


asserted in 


- so they hear it from you'before they hear tl 

- this is a crucial way to be accountable to your community. 
> - you are doing important, hard work of diselosure. You are : 

<>< deepening your trust. And hey, after you make the first move in aia 

they will feel brave enough to share something Se 


= 


—— 


(housemate: here's the scenario... 


z Ifsa lazy sunday morning, You are 


about. I care about you. Part of 


anew friend/ potential Organizing buddy. here 


S SSS 
both awake, sipp 


ing tea while you 


cook a leisurely breakfast. The conversation moves into talking about 
dates and sex. Now might be the time... Starting the conversation might 
be the hardest part. Here are some ideas for bow to start: 

LL Lt 


0 petebrten LLU CCN vy wea my S ~N 
you about something that's going on with me..."> 


+ "Listen, I want you to hear this from me..." 
UuitabIE to niy COMMUNITY, people I care 
that is talking openly and honestly 


th ioe) 
TP LUVIN AY N\A \ AS 


'S the scenario: 


ak: With. There’ oe yomeone you are obviously goin B to bes ending tim 
a ra ere's a lull ip ig time 


te 


~ 


pes WOe 


‘ways to start... NBesatl\sl ve il Akt ! [/ 

+"I know we just met, but I really want to talk to you about this» / 5 
"So, I make it a real priority for myself to be upfront with People l 

+ "I'm really excited to be friends/organizing buddics with you, so } Meet,» 


“ee NOY 
3 \\" 4 ti 
se maybe, WW #\ AML yy 
. Want to talk more about it, I'm open." (then of’ Course, follow up and 
an 


the past, I've violated/crossed boundaries. Talkin ; 

about it is part of my process/ way of staying accountable tree, ZZ 

be available to talk with them if you say you will), LAA 
> ei is tie Ss ZEA 


ES SSS M 
_ why it's important: eaNNeeS: i 
~ itis NOT consensual if trey don't kxvow all the informa 
+ might need to make an informed decision. — 
= - you are establishing trust. 
_ 7 You are setting the scene for all kinds of other important 
= Parvati that should take place around sex (sharin 
| information, using barriers, checkin in about b i 
_— checking in about gender/body identity, da} ome 
Soe Ee aL, Z EEA os 
== poten or book up is upon yalf. here's the Scenario: SSS 
: : SS 
The Wo of you Isave beet aroutid the samme scetie fora while, but really 
bit it off at a puppet workshop. You were both flirting with each NN 
other via your puppets. It was totally hot and adorable. Now you're N 


perialecle patent perirelerpant rte ge |e 
= Zain 


here are some ways to start. 
+"I'm into you/ I want to do XYZ with i 
*"T'm into you! you/ this feels ood. Bi 
we 0 any flrtier, I want w check ini about a couple iting Se _ — 
phe ad Lp be broken peoples’ boundaries, and I'm really 
mamitted to talki i i 
a ing about that and making sure it never happens \ 
~ “I think consent is bot and im a 
; t portant. I want you to know that \ 
beri oe pecpies boundaries and bodies and I havea 
oy Suge) ing with that. I'm opén to talkin 
~ other time, but I want you to tov that." peo 
~ "I want you to know that | wouldn't be heré if J di 
: ; J didn't trust 
chia is ore seal. your bousvdarles,. (Ifyou can't 
cpa Y Say this, you should NOT be intimate with 


1 ep ore ne es Lis baa aoe 


ise He rs TERS 
10) 


' Hi fi | 


regardless of how they 
urself a hug and treat 


arios, 
et through any of these scen: i 
a ca tel pat yourself on the back, give yo 
your self'to something sweet, because you just took a really big step 


and exercised a LOT of bravery. 


‘these scenarios are vague starters to doing really bard work 
Seva oe committed fackarige and radical revisioning of how We: 
isitéract with one another, you've got to Be committed {6 consent. The 
culture of conscat is one which we are all responsible for sbaping. 
Commitment to consent does not mean being the make-out police, being a 
stick in the mud, being overly sensitive, or any other hoo-ha type of 
myth that you might think of. The rooment of an assault and the 
painful aftermath has a ripple effect through the community and 
reveals how interconnected we all are to each other; tangled up in 
matrices of relation to one another. While we often sce how harm to 
one or a few touches so many of us, the reverse is trues as well. 

Positive, trusting, respectful, créative relationships and friefidskips 

are part of our survival. This tangible type of love is what moves us 

closer and closer to collective liberation. Our liberation, autonomy, 

and progress are bound up tn eachother. We need every member of our 
big beautiful community to flex those muscles of compassion, 
thoughtfulness and integrity. Once you practice and learn yourself 

within the context of consent, you may be able to tap into creativity, 
confidence and communication you never thought possible. And we don't 
know what's hotter than that... 
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Sate Sex is More Than Just Latex 


i you answer yes loan of.the following questions, you may be.ex ing abuse: 


Do you feel pushed {o.have sex eae bigs oo want to? 

pies Penlosvaeomplagi top or When you don't wantlt? o 

pa ever just laid thera during sex because resisting felt more risky? i 
ob artner aver started sex with you while you were sleeping? *- - 

o Me tale te(used to praclice safe sex when you asked her to? 

Have cl pa fell that your pariner used sex to control or punish you? 


Has she ever given you a hard time aboul wanting to stop midway through? 


partner forced e sex against your will? F 
posta us orga of does she démand It on her terms? 


= ase ' 
: : ‘exual name-calling against you? ———<—— “Ke! Ss A\we 
Does your partner use Sex f bout sex? | = URN WO, ND —— 
D arin down or make fun of you a 00% A To Hea 
Ki soy ere had sex Pat he because you were lired of resistlng? ; ‘A 7 “re, GIRLS - PATI) Fevereisen — Covenge To Hear Aes 

jave arms isi - —— Boas _DA 

accuse you of having affairs? ‘ \Nt SU RWEC 

Does on partner th ae have,.or have effairs when you both have agreed to be.monogamouyy7 en's w USS = an oN 


poe The <a 
: ines t you fell her your fantasies? . : Renee SNC ARSED CUNT SFE = 
Does aad partner page feel athaied about your sexual desires or fantasies? : re ees : 
ae partner violated your limits, a ro words? nd . = : : 
fus it when scenes begin : aE LIT = docks doe aan ‘ 
In the context of S/M, are you ever con o Aacisdacis desis can 2k 
‘ APECAT AASHTO. con f a 
Fie SNR 1 Ny es rt am Shoe 
A Personal Bill of Rights i! ae: i _: 
: 5 7 — = : eas 
oT~R ” peed e + Campus - adr. org /CMHER / Reoort Resoucces /Edidsons 4 / 
« KAI So \ PI ceo ee Yess] Seta > wana STOPPING Ape OK 
eo en ae = if 


eel encase 
grip ack Keo 


— Sea eve nce allys pi a stands 
si eoeles alan myse Ce. com/ph ual eka andsup 


¥y Darts 
uring sex? Mee cu ConSTRvcNonw ft ULI s ee 
“Does she put you down during se ex-partner, friends, elc.) about your sexual Inadequactes? \ 5 joe AATIONSHIPS - Wanny Omarie ar Sur 
Does your partner talk with others.(ex-p: : z : \me Ove Ri 
n 


AU UR AUN“ 
Ihave the right: 


To ask for a date without being crushed if the answer Is “no” 


without (esl 8 CARA- SCoatle. or MeN can stoprape.of4 — icarus project net 
WY ease i ee ae — won We. Hee = call yomen. com CTAAICA\SUEN Ivor asheville. Blogspat-am 
{Ae refuse any — even If my date ls excited about them ! __girlar my: ef Fe ____neth %___notherape docvmentary 2 of9 
have my own ings ——— — mer = 
Ween 


To choose to go to parties alone without feeling Uke I have to pair up with someone + 
To say I think a friend's Information Is wrong or her/his actions unfalr 
To tell someone I don’t like her/him to Interrupt me 
= To have my limits respected . 

To spend my money they way I want to, even If it’s foolish 

Zea TO tell my partner I want affection 

To tell my partner [ want physical doseness 

To refuse sex with anyone who Just took me out on an expensive date 


To start a relationship slowly, to say, "I want to get to know you better before I get Involved.” \Y] 
To be myself without changing to sult others 


ure Svtoor¥ 3 we : 2 = -- 


Mea IH THE Feminist STRVe6Le 


a Reaamene Brie TO RESPONSIBLE Seqvavity 
-— Sec No—Henr- No Spear _po——§ 


5) To tell my partner I want sex ooh £ — 
“\ To refuse sex, or any other InUmacy, anytline : a 
To be told a relationship is chan : 


ging and not blame myself, or change myself to keep It going : 
To an equal relationship with a man or a woman : 3 


r) 
P To not be dominate or-be dominated ‘ 

To be quiet or assertive and not be misunderstood ; 
To act one way with one person and a different way with someone else f 
er ee een . & ip 


8 RET) SO WEES yi i 


? Me ee Ye = —— 
\ a . neo 


waAatt \x wrolks. 


“7 anh Sanaa sees “3 a —=UKGi eal 


‘NOT NOW MEANS NO 
{HAVES A BOY|GYRLFRIEND MEANS No 
MAYBE LATER MEANS NO 
NO. THANKS MEANS NO 
YOU'RE NOT MY TYPE MEANS NO 
FUCK OFF MEANS NO | 
oui) RATHER BE ALONE RIGHT NOW MEANS NO}: 
4°. BON?T TOUCH ME MEANS NO 
Ae REMLLY LIKE YOU: BUT;.. MEANS NO 
LET'S. JUST GO 10 SLEEP MEANS NO 
oT EMONOT SURE MEANS NO - 
YU HELE BEEN ORINKING MEANS NO 
| SILENCE. MEANS: NO - 


| 
| 


oATE RAPE = NOT UNDERSTANDING 0) 
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Faciliator’s Guide to = ter aude” 
Making Meetings 
Accessible 


Facilitation is about helping a group to have an efficient and inclus- 
ive meeting, and that includes helping participants overcome barri- 
ers they may face as a result of disability. 


Good facilitation practices can really A note about this guide 
help to create an inclusive and sup- 

portive atmosphere for everyone. This guide focusses on adjust- 
Small changes in styles of facilitation ments you can make for 


and careful choice of exercises can people with physical and 
sensory impairments. 


Unfortunately we don't have 
much experience of fa- 
cilitating groups with mem- 


help those with disabilities to take a 
full and active part in meetings and 
workshops. Our guide on Access Issues 


discusses the accessibility of venues, bers who experience mental 

and other practical issues. distress or those with learning 
- difficulties so can't provide 

First steps detailed advice. Supporting 


: ’ : someone with mental health 
The most important step is to talk to problems can be challenging, 


the person facing the accessibility so if you or your group finds 
difficulties, ideally in advance. They're | yourself in this position then 
in the best position to advise on how do seek advice, whether from 
the facilitator can include them. mental health service user 
Everyone faces different barriers, and a| groups, or someone with 
clear understanding of these can help | Televant experience. 

both the facilitator and the group. 

Make a point of asking at the beginning of each session whether group 
members have any access needs. It can help to understand a person's 


/-— attitude — one person may wish to take a full 
part in the group's meetings, whereas another 
person may not be at all bothered that they 
don't take their turn to write up the 

ideastorms. Being aware of this will help you 
j ) prepare your exercises and timings. 
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Knowing about their attitude will also help you to gauge whether and 
how to offer support — one person may appreciate frequent check-ins 
from the facilitator, but another may find them embarrassing or 
annoying! 

Here are some more general tips which are always worthwhile consider- 
ing as not all disabilities and access issues are obvious. 


, Frequent breaks can be helpful — more difficult to understand. 


some people may need to really | Use suitable language and exer- 
concentrate to follow discussions cises so everyone can participate 
(e.g. if they can't hear everything . 
that is being said), or may not be 
able to sit for long periods. Time 
to recover may be appreciated! 


. Consider participants’ ability to 
actively take part in quick moving 
discussions — e.g. it may not al- 
ways be clear who is saying what; 
fast or excited speech may be 


Summarising the discussion 


Good facilitation should include frequent 
summaries of the discussion as it A facilitator uses sun: 
develops. This includes both content and | maries to succinctly but 
people's positions, whether it's been said clearly restate the main 
or communicated in other ways (e.g. points. 

through non-verbal cues such as body 
language, facial expressions or with an agreed set of hand signals). 
Summaries are a good way for the group to be more aware of what stage 
agreement has reached, and it can also help people who are visually or 
hearing impaired, or simply forgetful. 


v Some exercises may not be suit- 
able for everyone — consider what 
role hearing, sight and mobility 
might play in activities. 

v Be aware of any impatience in the 
group caused by lack of under- 
standing of each other's abilities 
and needs. 


Summarising 


Pg.2/4 Facilitating Accessible Meetings 


Visual impairment 


Potential challenges for those with visual impairments include light 
levels, handouts, flipcharts and whiteboards, and keeping track of the dis- 
cussion — particularly if handsignals are used. Preprinted materials should 
be made available in a variety of formats including large print. Although 
handouts can be adapted or recorded, it's obviously impossible to prepare 
all content, for example things written up as part of an ideastorm. 


In some situations personal support may be useful and the facilitator can 
help out by providing more detailed summaries. These could include in- 
terpretation of handsignals (and other body language) that people are 
using, e.g. “I see that most people are waving agreement to that point, 
but some of you aren't...”; “some of you seem really enthusiastic about 
that proposal, but I see that others aren't looking too excited” and then 


finding out whether there is agreement. 


Announcing your name before speaking, and using names rather than 
pointing is helpful: “Jo, Ann and Saff — you all have your hands up to 
speak”. These help give a visually impaired or blind person an early clue 
as to who is about to speak. 


Hearing impairment 


Deaf and hard of hearing people often struggle with large or echoing 
spaces and background noise at venues (such as traffic, buzzing strip 
lighting, other groups talking in the same room). The person concerned 
will usually know how they can best participate in a spoken discussion — 
the following are all possibilities that are worth asking about: 


v The facilitator should summarise allowing educated guesses at 
regularly, providing another whatever hasn't been heard). 
chance for the flow of the dis- 


: v Make sure people (especially the 
cussion to be understood. 


facilitator) speak clearly, not too 
fast, and look towards the deaf 
or hard of hearing person. 


» Make sure everyone can see 
each other clearly (to allow 


lipreading; to make sure sound 
isn't impeded by others' bodies). 
Write up all points on a flipchart 
or whiteboard (these can be 
used as clues to provide context, 


People should take great care 
not to talk over each other — 
only one person should speak at 
a time. The facilitator should be 
strict about this. 
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» Have enough spaces available so Provider (e.g. a lipspeaker or 


small groups can work in differ- British Sign Language signer) 
ent rooms to avoid background contact the RNID Local Commu- 
noise from other groups. nications Services Office or local 


Disability Rights Information 


» Human support (e.g. notetakers; é 
Centre well in advance. 


speech to text operators) can sit 
with hearing impaired people to - Finally, technical solutions may 
write, type or speak summaries. be relevant — induction loops at 
venues are common, but don't 
always work too well, so do 
check them before the meeting. 


v Ifthe hearing impaired person 
requires a Language Service 


Motor and mobility impairment 


Some mobility impairment issues will require practical adjustment or 
support at the venue — these are covered in our guide to Access Issues, 
available from our website. A good start is to familiarise yourself with the 
venue — what's the access like (steps, handrails, ramp etc); is there an ad- 
apted toilet? Summarise and publicise access information in advance of 
your event — this sends a clear signal that you are prepared to make ad- 
justments and provide assistance, and helps disabled people assess 
whether they feel they can take part. 


As a facilitator you may also need to consider difficulties in speaking, or 
using handsignals. Plan the group's movements and physical activities 
(e.g. icebreakers, energisers, role plays and hassle lines as well as break- 
ing into small groups) in such a way that they are inclusive. Things to 
watch out for here are: enough time and space to move and providing al- 
ternative suitable activities and where people are going to be positioned 
during exercises: sitting on the floor can create barriers for people with 
mobility impairments and blind people — those unable to sit on the floor 
will be at higher levels and may feel isolated. 
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